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X7s[  the  contemporaneous  college  life 
the  fraternity  system  looms  large; 
to  my  mind  larger  than  college 
athletics  or  any  of  the  student  managed 
activities,  because  it  includes  all  the  vital 
things  which  flow  from  intimate  comrade- 
ship. Li\e  every  other  powerful  instrw 
ment,  the  fraternity  system  can  he  a  greater 
power  for  good  or  the  opposite.  I  am  glad 
to  say  at  the  outset  that  I  believe  that  un- 
der its  present  form  and  spirit  and  manage- 
ment it  is,  by  and  large,  one  of  the  first 
powers  for  good  that  the  university  admin- 
istration has  at  hand. 

Dr.  Henry  Suzzalo, 

Former  President  of  the 

University  of  Washingto^i. 


Oyfe 

SIGMA  PHI 
EPSILON 


VOL.  XXVI 


FEBRUARY,  1929 


No.   3 


^^STie  Restoration  of  Williamsburg,  5eat  of 
the  (College  of  IcJilliam  and  e^ary 

By  F.  J.^mes  B.arnes 

Virginia  Delta 
Chairman   of   History    Committee 


CHE  little  old  city  of  Williams- 
burg, crown  capital  of  the  col- 
ony of  Virginia  and  seat  of 
the  ancient  College  of  William  and 
Mary,  rich  in  historical  memories  and 
architectural  achievements,  is  being  re- 
stored to  its  appearance  of  more  than 
a  century  ago.  The  project  which 
has,  I  think,  aptly  been  described  as 
the  unique  contribution  of  the  cen- 
tury, was  conceived  in  the  mind  of 
the  Reverend  Doctor  W.  A.  R.  Good- 
win, rector  of  old  Bruton  Church  and 
its  execution  is  being  made  possible 
by  the  millions  of  the  Honorable  John 
D.  Rockefeller,  Jr. 

There  are  preserved  in  the  little 
city  slightly  less  than  half  a  hundred 
public  buildings  and  private  residences 
which  stood  before  the  Revolution — 
buildings  which  are  inseparably  linked 
with  the  lives  and  achievements  of 
those  who  founded  the  government 
which  is  the  proud  heritage  of  those 
of  our  century.  These  buildings  will 
be  carefully  and  scientifically  restored 
to  their  original  appearance  and  those 
of  outstanding  importance  which  have 


been  destroyed  by  the  many  fires 
which  have  ravaged  the  city  will  be 
rebuilt.  In  short  ''the  city  restored," 
according  to  the  statement  of  Doctor 
Goodwin,  the  director  of  the  project, 
'"will  be  a  perpetual  example  of  the 
lives  of  the  founders  of  the  American 
Republic — a  powerful  influence  to 
keep  alive  the  dignity  and  simplicity 
of  the  old  colonists,  exemplified  in 
their  achitecture  and  their  conduct." 

The  magnitude  and  worth  of  the 
project,  which  is  without  doubt  the 
most  ambitious  historical  restoration 
ever  attempted  in  America,  is  perhaps 
best  understood  in  the  light  of  certain 
of  the  events  which  have  made  the 
city  the  famous  place  which  it  is — 
events  which  have  justified  this  very 
difficult  turning  back  of  the  centuries. 

It  was  in  1633,  or  thereabouts,  that 
a  palisade  six  miles  long  was  built 
across  the  York- James  River  Peninsula 
and  a  settlement  called  Middle  Plan- 
tation made  on  the  ridge  between  the 
two  rivers  and  close  to  the  palisade. 
This  was  the  beginning  of  the  city  of 
Williamsburg,  for  such  the  settlement 
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became  in  time.  In  1676,  August  3, 
to  be  exact,  Nathanial  Bacon,  Jr.,  held 
a  convention  at  Middle  Plantation  to 
arouse  the  people  against  Governor 
Berkeley  and  there  resulted  the  well 
known  ''Bacon's  Rebellion."  In  1693 
the  general  assembly  enacted  "that 
"Middle  Plantation  be  made  the  place 
for  erecting  the  College  of  William 
in  Virginia."  And  such  of  Williams- 
burg's fame  as  is  not  to  be  traced  to 
this  move  can  be  attributed  to  the 
action  taken  by  Governor  Francis 
Nicholson  in  1698,  in  which  year  the 
seat  of  government  was  moved  from 
Jamestown  to  Middle  Plantation  and 
plans  made  for  the  erection  of  a  cap- 
itol  building  and  the  laying  out  of  a 
capital  city  on  the  two  hundred  and 
eighty-three  acres  set  aside  for  the 
purpose. 

In  1705  the  general  assembly  met 
for  the  first  time  in  the  new  capitol 
which  was  at  the  opposite  end  of  the 
main  street  from  the 
college.  It  was  in 
this  year  that  this 
street  around  which 
mugh  of  the  restora- 
tion centers,  the 
street  which  inspired 
the  laying  out  of 
Pennsylvania  Ave- 
nue in  the  nation's 
capital  as  it  is  laid 
out  and  the  street 
which  has  been  trod 
by  as  many  famous 
personages  as  has 
Pennsylvania  A  v  e  - 
nue,  no  doubt,  re- 
ceived the  name  of 
the  Duke  of  Glou- 
cester Street  in  hon- 
or of  the  eldest  son 
of  Her  Majesty, 
Queen  Anne. 

The  next  thirty  years  saw  much 
of  importance  transpire.  Mattey's 
Free  School  was  founded  in  1706;  the 
Powder  Magazine,  which  was  to  come 


In  historic  'Williamshurg  is 
located  the  College  of  'William 
and  Mary — the  oldest  contin' 
uously  operated  college  in  Amer- 
ica. Here  Jimmy  Barnes,  Vir' 
ginia  Delta,  too\  his  bachelor's 
and  master's  degrees  and  became 
steeped  in  history,  the  leading 
product  of  this  section  of  "Vir' 
ginia.  When  he  is  not  doing 
further  historical  u)or\  at  Har- 
vard University  toward  his  Ph.D. 
he  is  wor\ing  on  the  mammoth 
undertaking  of  compiling  Sigma 
Phi  Epsilon's  history.  He  is  un' 
u.'iually  well  qualified  to  write 
concerning  the  history  of  Wil- 
liamsburg and  its  noted  college 
and  we  believe  his  paper  will 
interest  everyone  with  a  taste  for 
history. 


into  such  prominence  later,  was  erect- 
ed under  the  direction  of  Governor 
Spottswood  and  the  present  Burton 
Church  erected  on  the  site  of  the 
former  church  which  had  been  built 
in  1683,  was  finished.  In  1716  the 
first  theatre  to  be  erected  in  America 
was  built  by  William  Livingston. 
And  in  1730  the  first  permanent 
printing  office  south  of  the  Potomac 
river  was  begun  by  William  Parks 
who,  six  years  later,  began  publication 
of  the  Virginia  Gazette,  the  news- 
paper which  was  to  "scoop"  the 
world  on  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence. 

On  May  29,  Patrick  Henry  aroused 
the  members  of  the  house  of  burgesses 
by  offering  his  stirring  resolutions 
against  the  Stamp  Act,  and  on  May 
6,  1776,  the  fifth  and  most  revolu- 
tionary of  the  Virginia  conventions 
met.  The  events  which  followed 
upon  this  meeting  are  too  well  known 
for  repetition  here. 
The  part  played 
by  Williamsburg  in 
the  War  for  Inde- 
pendence, p  a  r  t  i  c- 
ularly  in  the  open- 
ing and  closing, 
scenes,  is  the  com- 
mon knowledge  of 
every  school  boy. 
Willia  msburg 


came    into    military 


prominence  again  in 

the     War    between 

the  States,  being  first 

in  the  hands  of  one, 

and     then     in     the 

hands  of  the  other 

of     the     opposing 

forces  and  the  Battle 

o  f        Williamsburg 

(May  5,  1862)  after 

Gettysburg  and  An- 

tietam  was  as  hotly  contested  and  as 

bloody  as  were   any  of  the  engage' 

ments  of  the  conflict. 

In  1917-18,  Williamsburg  was  the 
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base  of  supplies  for  the  town  of  Pen- 
nimen,  a  war  time  town  for  the  man' 
ufacture  of  ammunition,  which  was 
six  miles  distant — thus  rounding  out 
a  very  enviable  record  in  the  military 
annals  of  the  nation. 

'PHE  acid  test  of  the  achievement 
and  success  of  any  institution, 
especially  of  a  collegiate  institution,  is 
an  examination  of  the  achievements 
of  her  sons.  There  is  no  better  evi- 
dence than  this  of  the  part  played  by 
the  College  of  William  and  Mary  in 
the  making  of  the  state  and  nation, 
no  better  proof  of  the  fact  that  the 
College  of  William  and  Mary  is 
worthy  of  a  place  in  the  City  of  Wil- 
liamsburg, some  evidences  of  whose 
claim  to  fame  have  already  been 
noted. 

Three  sons  have  gone  from  her 
halls  to  the  White  House — Thomas 
Jefferson,  James  Monroe,  and  John 
Tyler.  George  Washington  took  the 
examination  on  which  his  surveyor's 
license  was  granted  there,  and  later 
served  as  chancellor.  To  the  United 
States  Supreme  Court  she  sent  John 
Marshall,  John  Blair,  Bushrod  Wash^ 
ington  and  Philip  P.  Barbour.  Of 
the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence she  can  boast  of  George 
Wythe,  Thomas  Jefferson,  Carter 
Braxton  and  Benjamin  Harrison.  To 
the  Continental  Congress  she  sent 
Peyton  Randolph,  the  first  president, 
and  fourteen  members.  She  has  fur- 
ther given  to  the  national  government 
eleven  members  of  the  cabinet,  fifteen 
foreign  ministers,  thirty  United  States 
senators,  sLxty-nine  members  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  three  speak- 
ers of  the  house  of  representatives, 
and  fourteen  governors  of  states  other 
than  Virginia.  For  Virginia,  Wil- 
liam and  Mary  has  prepared  fifteen 
governors,  twenty-one  judges  of  the 
court  of  appeals  and  scores  of  senators 
and  members  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives  as   well   as  leaders   in   the 


field  of  education  and  civic  improve- 
ment. Men  who  do  not  come  under 
any  of  these  classifications,  but  who 
are  none  the  less  important  in  the 
history  of  the  college,  are  James  Blair, 
founder  of  the  college,  and  its  first 
president,  rector  of  the  Jamestown 
and  Bruton  parishes  and  commissary 
of  the  Bishop  of  London  in  Virginia; 
Bishop  James  Madison,  who  was  pres- 
ident in  1777;  William  Barton  Rog- 
ers, professor  of  chemistry  and  foun- 
der of  the  Massachusetts  Institute 
of  Technology;  Moncure  Robinson, 
builder  of  the  Reading  Railroad;  Gar- 
oway  Owen,  professor  and  Welsh 
poet;  William  Small,  professor  of 
mathematics  and  declared  by  Jefferson 
to  have  been  responsible  for  the  shap- 
ing of  his  career;  General  Winfield 
Scott,  military  hero;  Colonel  Benja- 
min S.  Ewell,  president  and  saviour 
of  the  college  in  the  trying  post-Civil 
War  period;  J.  A.  C.  Chandler,  pres- 
ent president  and  the  person  who  is 
most  largely  responsible  for  the  re- 
naissance of  William  and  Mary  both 
in  academic  standing  and  in  phvsical 
equipment;  Admiral  Gary  T.  Gray- 
son; Judge  Robert  Morton  Hughes; 
James  Branch  Cabell,  and  others  of 
equal  standing. 

It  has  been  said  that  one  of  the 
characteristic  traits  of  Americans  is 
a  fondness  for  "firsts."  Such  a  fond- 
ness will  undoubtedly  receive  a  lasting 
joy  from  the  priorities  of  William 
and  Marv,  for  this  college  was  the 
first  royal  college  in  America;  there 
was  founded  there  the  first  Greek- 
letter  fraternity  in  America — Phi 
Beta  Kappa  Society,  founded  in  1776; 
=he  was  the  first  to  inaugurate  the 
elective  system  of  studies,  1779;  the 
first  college  to  have  an  honor  system, 
1779;  the  first  American  college  to 
establish  a  school  of  law,  1779;  a 
school  of  modern  languages,  1779;  a 
school  of  political  economv,  1784; 
and  a  school  of  history,   1803. 

Every  true  American  is  vitally  in- 
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terested  in  the  things  that  made  his 
or  her  country  possible  and  because 
the  old  city  of  Williamsburg  and  the 
College  of  William  and  Mary  are,  as 
we  have  seen,  so  intimately  related 
with  the  stirring  scenes  and  events 
which  have  gone  into  the  making  of 
the  nation,  the  city  is  fast  becoming 
a  mecca  for  travelers.  That  it  is  im' 
possible  for  every  American,  however 
much  he  may  wish  to,  to  visit  per' 
sonally  the  historic  shrines  in  which 
the  city  abounds,  is  a  sad  but  true 
circumstance.  To  those  persons  an 
invitation  is  extended  to  join  an  his- 
torical tour  of  the  city  in  absentia. 
With  your  permission  we  shall 
overlook  the  modern  structures  and 
modern  improvements  which  have 
come  to  the  city  and  to  the  college 
in  recent  years  and  shall  journey  back, 
far  back  to  the  yester  years  of  the 
little  city  when  it  was  the  crown  cap- 
ital  of  Virginia  and  as  such  was,  ac 
cording  to  a  contemporary,  miniature 
in  every  way  of  the  Court  of  St. 
James.  We  shall  in  our  journey 
down  the  dim  vistas  of  the  past  pause 
only  to  note  those  places  which  will, 
in  the  hands  of  the  restorers,  come 
once  again  into  the  oppulence  which 
was  theirs  in  the  Colonial  period.    .    . 

riENTLEMEN,  you  are  standing  in 
front  of  Wren  Building  of  the 
College  of  William  and  Mary,  the 
oldest  academic  building  in  the 
United  States  and  it  is  believed  the 
only  structure  in  the  country  to  have 
been  designed  by  the  illustrious  Eng- 
lish architect  Sir  Christopher  Wren. 
The  central  portion  of  the  building 
was  completed  in  1 697  and  the  chapel 
wing  in  1732.  The  building,  made 
possible  by  the  benificence  of  Their 
Majesties  King  William  and  Queen 
Mary  and  by  the  inspired  genius  of 
Dr.  James  Blair,  the  first  President 
of  the  college,  fell  victim  to  devas- 
tating fires  in  IIO'),  in  IS^P^nd  again 


in  1862,  but  the  ancient  walls  were 
firmly  built,  they  have  withstood  the 
ravaging  experiences  and  stand  today 
a  challenge  to  the  centuries  and  a 
monument  to  those  whose  labors  of 
love  made  possible  their  erection  and 
continuation.  As  an  academic  build- 
ing in  which  countless  students  have 
received  their  training,  the  building 
has  served,  and  nobly;  but  as  well  did 
it  serve  as  a  hospital  for  Washington 
during  the  Yorktown  Campaign;  as  a 
meeting  place  for  the  house  of  bur- 
gesses during  the  years  1700  to 
1752,  and  again  as  a  hospital  and 
base  of  supplies  during  the  War  be- 
tween States. 

The  brick  house  on  our  right  as  we 
stand  on  the  steps  of  Wren  Build- 
ing is  Brafferton  Hall,  so  called  be- 
cause its  erection  was  made  possible 
by  funds  secured  from  the  Brafferton 
estates  in  England,  funds  made  avail- 
able from  the  bequest  of  the  Hon. 
Robert  Boyle,  the  great  English  scien- 
tist. The  building  was  erected  in 
1723  and  served  for  many  years  as  an 
Indian  school. 

Opposite  the  Brafferton  Hall  and 
of  similar  proportions  is  the  presi- 
dent's house  which  was  built  in  1732. 
Aside  from  serving  as  the  residence 
of  the  presidents  of  the  college  from 
that  date  to  the  present  time  the  build- 
ing has  served  as  the  headquarters  of 
Lord  Cornwallis  and  as  quarters  for 
French  officers  during  the  Revolution- 
ary War  and  for  officers  of  the 
United  States  Army  during  the  War 
between  the  States. 

The  statue  which  stands  in  the  cen- 
ter of  the  quadrangle  formed  by  these 
three  buildings  is  that  of  Norborne 
Berkeley,  Lord  Botetourt,  Governor 
of  Virginia  in  1769  and  at  that  time 
a  member  of  the  board  of  visitors 
of  the  college.  The  statue,  sculp- 
tured in  England  in  1775,  stood  orig- 
inally in  the  hall  of  the  house  of 
burgesses  in  the  capital  at  the  other 
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end  of  the  street.  But  the  more 
ardent  of  those  who  sought  independ- 
ence from  England  in  the  stormy  days 
prior  to  the  Revolution,  objected  to 
the  presence  of  an  English  lord  in 
the  midst  of  their  deliberations  and 
precipitated  a  riot  in  which  Lord 
Botetourt  was  thrown  from  his  ped- 
estal. It  was  in  this  fall  that  the 
statue  lost  its  nose  and  arm.  The 
statue  was  removed  and  re-erected 
some  years  later  at  its  present  posi- 
tion. Since  its  removal  to  the  college 
campus  it  has  ever  been  the  patron 
saint  of  the  student  body. 

T  EAVING  the  campus  and  passing 
down  the  Duke  of  Gloucester 
Street  we  shall  pause  first  in  front 
of  the  Blair  House. 

This  house  is  an  excellent  example 
of  the  early  Williamsburg  residence 
with  its  long  frame  structure  of  one 
story  and  a  half  and  its  two  en' 
trances.  You  will  note,  of  course, 
the  tVw'O  chimneys  which  are  in  accord 
with  the  style  of  the  time  of  the  erec- 
tion of  the  house.  This  was  the  home 
of  John  Blair,  Jr.,  associate  justice  of 
the  United  States,  originally,  but  in 
1760  came  into  the  possession  of 
Robert  Andrews,  professor  of  mathe- 
matics in  the  college  and  secretary 
to  GK5vernor  Thomas  Nelson.  This 
house,  Bruton  Church,  The  Wythe 
house,  the  Paradise  house,  and  the 
Power  Magazine  have  already  been 
restored. 

As  we  pass  to  our  next  stop,  Bruton 
Parish  Church,  you  will  catch  a 
glimpse  of  the  eastern  state  hospital 
for  the  insane.  You  will  be  inter- 
ested to  know  that  this  institution 
was  recommended  by  Governor  Fran- 
cis Fauquier  as  early  as  1 766  and  was 
completed  and  opened  in  1773  as  the 
first  public  hospital  for  the  insane  in 
the  United  States. 

But  this,  gentlemen,  is  the  most 
hallowed  and  perhaps  the  most  beau- 
tiful spot  in  all  Williamsburg.     This 


is  Bruton  Church,  court  church  of 
Colonial  Virginia  and  the  oldest  con- 
tinuous Episcopal  Church  in  America. 
Here  Washington,  Jefferson,  Monroe, 
Tyler,  Peyton  Randolph,  George 
Mason,  Edmund  Pendleton,  Patrick 
Henry,  John  Marshall  and  their  con- 
temporaries worshipped  as  did  the 
colonial  governors  and  their  colorful 
courts.  If  you  but  step  inside  you 
will  catch  a  glimpse  of  the  high  box 
pews,  the  gallery  where  the  students 
from  the  college  sat,  with  no  chance 
of  escape  by  reason  of  their  being 
locked  in  before  the  beginning  of  each 
service.  You  will  be  shown  the  fount 
in  which  Pocahontas  is  supposed  to 
have  been  baptized,  the  canopied  pew 
which  was  last  occupied  by  Governor 
Dinwiddie,  the  chair  in  which  Wash- 
ington sat  as  grand  officer  of  the  old 
Williamsburg  Masonic  Lodge  and  if 
you're  fortunate  and  find  the  rector 
there  you  might  even  get  to  examine 
the  Jamestown  communion  service. 

Passing  out  of  Bruton  Church 
we  will  follow  the  old  brick  wall  for 
only  a  few  steps  until  we  make  a 
sharp  turn  to  the  left,  for  we  are 
going  down  Palace  Street  as  far  as 
the  site  of  the  Colonial  governor's 
"palace"  where  we  will  cross  over  to 
N.  Spottswood  which  we  will  follow 
back  to  the  Duke  of  Gloucester  Street 
and  thus  we  will  have  skirted  the 
famous  Palace  Green.  But  to  get 
back  to  our  story — 

This  house,  which  adjoins  the  Bru- 
ton Church  property  is  the  George 
Wythe  house.  It  was  built  in  1755, 
was  the  home  of  George  Wythe  who 
was,  among  other  things,  signer  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
Chancellor  of  Virginia,  designer  of 
the  seal  of  Virginia,  and  the  first 
professor  of  law  at  William  and  Mary 
in  which  capacity  he  conducted  the 
first  moot  courts  in  America  and  was 
the  preceptor  of  such  illustrious  men 
as  Thomas  Jefferson,  John  Marshall 
and  St.  George  Tucker  who  succeeded 
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him  as  professor  of  law  at  William 
and  Mary.  When  Washington  in 
pursuit  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  came  to 
Williamsburg  in  1781  he  made  the 
Wythe  house  his  headquarters,  indeed 
it  was  in  this  very  house  that  Wash- 
ington, Lafayette,  Nelson,  and  Roch- 
ambeau  planned  the  battle  of  York' 
town  which  was  to  put  an  end  to 
the  military  career  of  Lord  Corn- 
wallis. 

Fd  like  you  to  see  the  beautiful 
old  furniture  which  is  in  the  house, 
the  beautiful  mantles  and  fireplaces, 
the  stairway,  the  massive  wainscoting, 
the  curious  peep  hole  in  the  shutter, 
the  secret  stairway  and  all — but  we 
must  hurry  on. 

The  next  house  at  which  we  stop 
on  this  street  is  what  is  known  today 
as  the  Saunder's  house.  It  was  oc- 
cupied by  Governor  Dinwiddie  in 
1751  when  the  palace  was  being  re- 
paired and  came  in  turn  to  be  owned 
and  occupied  by  Robert  Carter  Nich- 
olas, treasurer  of  the  colony,  and 
Robert  Saunders,  president  of  the  col- 
lege from   1846  to   1848. 

Directly  in  front  of  the  Saunders 
house  is  the  present  high  school  build- 
ing which  stands  on  the  site  of  the 
colonial  governor's  palace.  'Ere  long 
the  latter  will  rise  again  to  grace  the 
beautiful  Palace  Green  which  will 
come  again  to  be  a  palace  green  in 
fact  as  well  as  in  name. 

Stepping  over  to  N.  Spottswood 
Street  we  shall  stop  first  to  marvel 
at  the  beautiful  old  John  Page  house 
with  its  wide  white  weather  boards, 
its  green  painted  blinds,  its  small 
paned  windows,  its  graceful  dormers, 
and  its  shining  knocker.  The  very 
atmosphere  of  the  house  is  one  of 
romance  and  this  was  made  the  most 
of  by  Miss  Mary  Johnston  who  made 
this  the  house  of  Audrey  in  her  novel 
of  that  name  and  it  is  by  this  name 
that  the  house  is  also  known  today. 

One  door  from  the  Page  or  Audrey 
house  is  the  site  of  the  firs't  theatre 


in  America.  The  theatre  was  built 
by  William  Livingston  in  1716,  or 
thereabouts,  as  was  a  bowling  alley. 
The  rambling  old  house  which 
stands  on  a  part  of  the  same  lot  on 
which  the  theatre  once  stood  an  J  on 
which  it  will  stand  again  is  known 
as  the  Tucker  house.  A  portion  of 
the  house,  it  is  thought,  was  once 
occupied  by  Livingston,  the  builder 
of  the  theatre.  But  shortly  after  the 
Revolution  it  came  into  the  hands  of 
the  Hon.  St.  George  Tucker,  father- 
in-law  of  John  Randolph  of  Roanoke, 
second  professor  of  law  at  William 
and  Mary  and  author  of  the  first  law 
book  in  America,  the  second  law  book 
in  the  Anglo  Saxon  world.  For  Tuck- 
er's Commentories  on  Blackstone  was 
surpassed  only  by  Blackstone's  Com- 
mentories. 

VI/^E  have  returned  now  to  the  Duke 
of  Gloucester  Street  and  shall 
go  first  to  see  the  quaint  little  poor 
debtors'  prison  which  is  hidden  from 
view  by  a  modern  banking  house. 
The  little  prison  was  built  in  1744 
and  of  all  its  inmates  perhaps  none 
ever  received  more  attention  than  did 
the  associates  of  the  famous  pirate 
"Black  Beard"  who  was  imprisoned 
there  upon  their  capture.  Indeed,  it 
was  from  this  little  building  that  they 
were  taken  to  be  hanged  to  a  cedar 
which  stood  at  the  edge  of  the  city. 

You've  been  anxious  to  get  to  the 
Powder  Magazine,  which  has  been  re- 
ferred to  as  the  "real  birthplace  of 
the  American  Revolution"  or  as  the 
"spot  at  which  the  real  spark  which 
set  off  the  American  Revolution  was 
fired."  Well!  Here  it  is,  only  a  few 
steps  from  the  poor  debtors'  prison. 

This  building  with  its  massive  oc- 
tagonal walls  and  its  tapering  roof 
was  built  by  the  General  Assembly 
of  Virginia  at  the  insistence  of  Gov- 
ernor Spottswood  in  1714.  It  be- 
came historic  when  Governor  Dun- 
more  removed  the  powder  from  it  the 
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day  after  the  battle  of  Lexington  and 
so  aroused  the  people  of  Virginia  that 
an  armed  force  was  assembled  in  op' 
position  to  royal  authority.  The  little 
building,  when  it  ceased  to  be  used 
for  "^he  storage  of  powder,  came  to 
be  used  in  turn  as  a  market  house, 
a  Baptist  church,  a  dancing  school, 
a  Confederate  arsenal,  a  stable,  and 
is  now  a  museum.  You  may  go  in 
if  you  like. 

The  extensive  green  which  faces 
you  when  standing  in  front  of  the 
Powder  Magazine  or  Powder  Horn 
is  known  as  Court  Green,  for  the  pic- 
turesque little  building  which  stands 
in  the  center  of  it  is  the  county  and 
city  house,  one  of  the  oldest  court 
houses  in  the  United  States,  it  is  be 
lieved. 

The  old  homes  which  face  on  East 
Nicholson  Street  which  skirts  the 
back  of  Court  Green  we  should  like 
to  visit  and  go  into  in  more  detail, 
of  course,  but  since  we  must  hasten 
on  lest  we  are  caught  by  night  fall 
we  can  only  take  note  of  them  from 
this  position.  Beginning  at  the  left 
— the  St.  George  Tucker  house  we 
saw  from  Spottswood  Street.  The 
next  house  is  the  Henderson  house. 
The  lots  on  which  it  is  built  were 
deeded  to  Dr.  Archiebold  Blair  in 
1716  and  the  lots  and  the  house  which 
was  built  on  them  were  inherited  by 
his  son,  the  Hon.  John  Blair,  presi- 
dent of  the  Virginia  Council,  who 
made  his  home  there.  The  house  on 
the  corner  of  Nicholson  and  England 
Streets  is  known  as  the  Peachy  house. 
It  is  noteworthy  because  of  having 
been  the  headquarters  of  General 
Rochambeau  during  1781  and  it  was 
here  that  Dr.  T.  G.  Peachy  enter- 
tained the  Marquis  de  Lafayette  on 
his  visit  to  the  United  States  in  1824. 

The  other  house  of  importance 
which  we  can  glimpse  from  our  posi- 
tion in  front  of  the  Powder  Magazine 
is  the  Griffin  house.  It  was  the  resi- 
dence of  Judge  Cyrus  Griffin,  mem- 


ber of  the  Continental  Congress,  and 
first  judge  of  the  district  court  of  the 
United  States  for  Virginia,  whose 
wife  was  Lady  Christine  Stuart, 
daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Troquair. 
Equal  fame  is  attached  to  the  build- 
ing as  the  one  time  home  of  William 
Wirt,  the  celebrated  Attorney  Gen- 
eral of  the  United  States. 

Directly  in  front  of  the  Griffin 
house  and  facing  on  Duke  of  Glou- 
cester, down  which  we  will  now  con- 
tinue our  passage,  is  the  Paradise 
house  which  was  the  property  of 
John  Paradise,  who  was  one  of  the 
Literary  Club  in  London  which  is 
mentioned  by  Boswell  in  his  famous 
Life  of  Samuel  Johnson. 

The  site  of  the  old  printing  office 
from  which  came  the  Virginia  Gazette 
beginning  in  1736,  The  Laws  of  Vir- 
ginia in  1729,  the  charter  and  laws 
of  the  College  of  William  and  Mary 
in  1736,  the  History  of  Virginia  by 
William  Stith  in  1749  and  other  pub- 
lications, we  will  only  note  in  pass- 
ing. Our  next  real  stop  will  be  at 
the  site  of  the  Raleigh  Tavern,  one 
of  the  most  famous  of  the  early  Vir- 
ginia hostelries. 

Forget  the  modern  store  which 
stands  before  you  and  picture  for 
yourselves  instead  a  large  modern 
building  a  story  and  a  half  high  and 
lit  by  eight  dormer  windows.  The 
bust  in  the  niche  over  the  door  is 
that  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh.  Were 
you  to  go  inside  you'd  perhaps  be 
most  impressed  by  the  main  room, 
the  Apollo  room  with  its  deep  fire- 
place on  either  side  of  which  a  door 
opened  and  above  which  was  carved 
wainscoting  as  there  was  above  and 
beneath  the  windows.  Nothing  could 
better  express  the  very  spirit  of  the 
place  than  the  motto  which  would 
greet  you  from  above  the  mantelpiece 
— "Hilaritas  sapientiae  et  bonae  vitae 
proles."  (Mirth  is  the  offspring  of 
wisdom  and  a  good  life).  It  was 
Lyon  G  Tyler  who  said  of  the  room 
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that  it  has  "witnessed  probably  more 
scenes  of  brilHant  festivity  and  poH' 
tical  excitement  than  any  other  single 
apartment  in  North  America."  Sir 
Gooch,  Spottswood,  Dinwiddie  and 
Botetourt  supped  and  dined  here;  it 
was  famous  for  balls  and  assemblies 
and  Jefferson  tells  of  having  danced 
there  with  the  beautiful  Belinda,  and 
with  the  advent  of  the  revolutionary 
movement  it  became  famous  as  a  meet' 
ing  place  for  the  patriots.  Here  was 
adopted  a  non-importation  agreement 
and  here  was  adopted  resolutions 
against  the  use  of  tea  and  other  East 
India  commodities  as  a  protest  against 
the  closing  of  the  port  of  Boston. 

Of  an  entirely  different  nature,  but 
perhaps  as  far-reaching  in  its  field 
as  these  acts,  v.'as  the  founding  of 
the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  society  and 
through  it  the  American  Greek-letter 
fraternity  system  here  on  December 
5,  1776. 

A  few  steps  farther  and  we  have 
reached  the  end  of  the  famous  Duke 
of  Gloucester  Street.  We  are  now 
standing  on  the  site  of  the  colonial 
capitol  of  Virginia  which,  according 
to  Hugh  James,  was  "the  best  and 
most  commodious  Pile  of  its  kind  that 
he  had  ever  seen  or  heard  of."  It 
was  burned  in  1746,  but  was  rebuilt. 
The  walls  of  the  building  heard  in 
their  time  Patrick  Henry  kindle  the 
flame  of  the  revolution  by  his  resolu- 
tions against  the  Stamp  Act;  they 
heard  Dabney  Carr  move  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  committee  of  corre- 
spondence to  communicate  with  other 
similar  committees  in  the  other  col- 
onies, the  first  step  taken  toward  the 
union  of  the  colonies;  they  heard  the 
convention  of  Virginia  through  reso- 
lutions drafted  by  Edmund  Pendleton, 
offered  by  Thomas  Nelson,  Jr.,  and 
advocated  by  Patrick  Henrv's  call  on 
congress  to  declare  the  colonies  free 


and  independent  states  and  they  heard 
the  adoption  of  that  immortal  work 
of  George  Mason,  the  Virginia  De- 
claration of  Rights  which  appears 
slightly  changed  as  the  first  ten 
amendments  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States. 

Standing  facing  south  on  the  site 
of  the  capitol  you  catch  a  glimpse 
on  your  left  of  the  prison  in  which 
Hamilton,  the  ''Hair-buying  Gover- 
nor of  New  York,"  was  incarcerated, 
having  been  brought  from  Vincennes 
by  George  Rogers  Clark,  and  of  the 
Garrett  house,  one  of  the  finest  types 
of  the  colonial  Virginia  residence.  On 
your  right  you  will  see  the  Peyton 
Randolph  house,  home  of  the  illus- 
trious Peyton  Randolph,  president  of 
the  First  Continental  Congress;  Bas- 
sett  hall,  the  home  of  Burwell  Bas- 
sett,  nephew  of  Mrs.  George  Wash- 
ington and  later  the  home  of  John 
Tyler  who  became  president  of  the 
United  States;  and  the  quaint  Wal- 
ler house  which  was  the  residence  of 
Judge  Benjamin  Waller,  a  Revolu- 
tionary patriot. 

I  should  like  you  to  see  the  mul- 
berry trees  planted  at  the  order  of 
the  crown  when  the  establishment  of 
the  silk  industry  in  the  colonies  was 
sought,  the  house  where  Bacon's  Re- 
bellion was  planned,  the  home  of 
"Black  Beard,"  the  pirate,  Martha 
Washington's  kitchen,  Tazwell  hall, 
the  birthplace  of  Edmund  Randolph, 
and  to  tell  you  of  the  quaint  tales 
which  are  connected  with  these  places 
as  well  as  with  these  places  of  interest 
which  we  have  already  seen  rather 
sketchily,  but  since  this  is  impossible 
there  is  left  only  to  invite  you  to 
visit  personally  the  scenes  which 
we've  been  seeing  in  our  mind's  eye, 
scenes  which  are  daily  becoming  more 
beautiful  in  the  loving  hands  of  the 
restorers. 


The  traditional  fool  and  his  money  are  lucky  to 
have   got   together   in   the    first  place. — Drexerd. 
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Notes  ^rom  the  (^ampus  of  the  floating 

University 


By  Milton  H.  Booth 

California  Beta 


^TT^E  have  long  been  told  that 
\  1  /  travel  is  educational.  Now, 
^*^^  along  comes  the  Floating  Uni- 
versity which  puts  education  to  trav- 
eling. The  idea  is  to  combine  the 
education  of  travel  with  a  traveling 
education. 

The  Floating  University  left  New 
York,  November  8,  with  a  student 
body  and  faculty  of  109,  and  with  a 
program  that  called  for  the  circuit  of 
the  globe,  and  a  full  year's  academic 
work.  The  Dollar  President  liners 
are  to  be  used  for  transporting  the 
round  the  world  college.  The  Presi- 
dent Wilson  will  take  the  party  as 
far  as  Japan,  and  will  pick  them  up 
at  Marseilles  on  May  29,  1929,  for 
the  trip  home.  Already  the  Wilson 
has  been  dubbed  the  Alma  Mater  of 
the  cruise. 

The  day  of  sailing  and  the  follow- 
ing day  were  both  devoted  to  getting 
acquainted.  Naturally  the  first  thing 
I  did  was  to  look  for  Sig  Eps.  Un- 
fortunately there  wasn't  another  Sig 
Ep  on  the  boat.  There  were  a  goodly 
number  of  Greek  letter  pins  in  evi- 
dence. Kappa  Alpha,  Phi  Delta  Theta, 
Kappa  Sigma,  Alpha  Tau  Omega  and 
Pi  Kappa  Alpha  all  being  represented. 
One  of  the  girls  was  wearing  an 
S.  A.  E.  pin  when  the  ship  sailed.  I 
don't  know  whether  you'd  say  that 
this  gives  them  representation,  or  not. 
The  co-eds  too,  showed  their  af- 
filiations (Greek  letter)  early,  and  a 
couple  of  Thetas,  a  Pi  Phi,  a  Kappa, 
a  Tri-Delt  and  many  others  of,  more 
or  less  renown  are  on  the  boat.  There 
are  more  girls  than  men  on  the  boat, 
and  all  in  all  it  makes  a  surprisingly 
good  crowd. 


Sydney  Greenbie,  authority  on  Far 
Eastern  questions,  is  president  of  the 
Floating  University.  Edward  Alls- 
worth  Ross,  noted  University  of  Wis- 
consin sociologist,  is  director  of  edu- 
cation. Geography  and  geology 
courses  are  handled  by  Jesse  Perry 
Rowe  of  Princeton;  English  by  Henry 
David  Gray  of  Stanford,  and  psy- 
chology and  education  by  Hugh  Mc- 
Curdy  Woodward,  of  the  University 
of  Washington.  There  are  others, 
but  these  are  the  prize  exhibits.  They 
are  men  of  sufficient  standing  to  as- 
sure the  excellence  of  the  academic 
phase  of  the  cruise. 

Student  activities,  at  once  the  bane 
and  joy  of  college  life,  have  already 
put  in  their  appearance.  Of  first  im- 
portance is  the  student  government. 
Ayres  Compton,  Phi  Delta  Theta 
from  Southwestern  University,  is  the 
temporary  chairman  of  the  student 
body.  An  executive  committee  with 
two  women  and  two  men  as  members 
has  been  elected,  and  handles  most 
of  the  detail  work  of  the  student  gov- 
ernment. The  student  body  is  small 
enough  to  act  directly  on  matters  of 
importance. 

A  musical  comedy,  written  and 
directed  by  George  Buzza,  a  prep  stu- 
dent from  Minneapolis,  is  in  rehearsal. 
A  co-ed  chorus  may  be,  and  often  is, 
seen  working  out  daily  on  the  prome- 
nade deck.  The  play,  as  yet  un- 
named, is  to  be  presented  first  at 
Kioto,  Japan,  on  Christmas  day.  The 
theme  of  the  play  is  goodwill  between 
Japan  and  the  United  States.  A 
group  of  prominent  Japanese  will  be 
invited  to  attend. 

Tryouts  have  been  held  for  a  de- 
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bate  squad,  and  a  schedule  to  include 
Universities  of  Manila,  Calcutta, 
Bombay,  Cairo,  Oxford  and  Cam 
bridge  is  planned.  A  newspaper 
called  the  ''Marco  Polo  Gazette"  will 
be  published  in  the  ports  where  there 
is  sufficient  time  to  get  an  issue  out. 
It  will  be  impossible  to  really  make 
it  serve  as  a  newspaper,  dates  of  issue 
being  too  far  apart,  but  an  interesting 
sheet  should  result.  The 
first  issue  was  printed 
in  San  Francisco,  No' 
vemher  29th.  It  is  tab- 
loid in  size,  and  writ- 
ten by  the  journalism 
class. 

Social  life  on  a  boat 
is  always  rather  inter- 
esting,— has  to  be  to 
break  the  tedium  of 
the  voyage.   When  you 


tunity  to  coordinate  shore  trips  and 
class  work.  Even  at  the  two  one-day 
stops  made  before  this  was  written, 
at  Havana  and  at  Balboa,  the  instruc- 
tors made  every  use  possible  of  the 
materials  offered  in  the  places  visited. 
Geography,  sociology,  history  and 
political  science  are  the  most  popular 
courses,  and  it  is  obvious  how  each  is 
most  adaptable  to  a  university  afloat. 
The  evening  before 
the  President  Wilson 
passed  through  the 
Panama  canal  the  en- 
tire student  body  was 
assembled  on  the  prom- 
enade deck.  Here  a 
round  table  discussion 
was  held.  Each  profes- 
sor discussed  the  things 
of  interest  that  per- 
tained to  his  particular 


(1)    S.    S.    President   Wilson   at   Havana   Doc\    with    Floating    University    Aboard. 

(2)    Gatun   Loc\s  from  Dec\   of  S.    S.   President  Wilson. 
(3)    On    Campus    of   University    of   Havana,    where    5,000    Cubans   are    Enrolled. 


take  a  boat  with  a  majority  of  the 
passengers  young  people  of  college 
age  a  large-sized,  day-and-night  riot 
is  apt  to  be  the  result.  In  the  case 
of  the  Floating  University  a  benign 
faculty  has  arranged  to  stop  all 
dances  an  hour  earlier  than  usual, 
and  has  kept  a  watchful  eye  on  the 
students  to  save  the  boat  unnecessary 
damage,  but  in  spite  of  all  that  the 
large-sized  riot  is  there. 

The  curriculum  gives  eveiry  oppor- 


subject  as  concerned  the  canal,  the 
port  of  Balboa,  of  the  town  of 
Panama  which  would  be  visited  on 
the  morrow.  A  similar  discussion  was 
held  concerning  California  just  before 
the  boat  reached  Los  Angeles.  These 
meetings  are  of  sufficient  interest  that 
most  of  the  other  passengers  on  the 
boat  attend  them. 

If  the  welcome  given  the  Floating 
University  at  Havana  is  any  criterion 
of  the  spirit   in  which  the  traveling 
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students  will  be  received  as  they  go 
around  the  world,  they  will  return  to 
New  York  with  a  real  appreciation 
of  the  hospitality  of  other  countries. 
A  delegation  representing  Cuban  stu- 
dents and  government  met  the  boat. 
The  minister  of  education  was  in  the 
delegation.  As  soon  as  the  boat  ar- 
rived the  Floating  University  mem- 
bers became  guests  of  the  Cuban  gov- 
ernment. 

Big  busses  transported  the  visiting 
Americans  around  the  charming  city 
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see  the  town,  and  so  they  broke  up 
into  parties  of  four  and  six  and  due 
use  was  made  of  the  attractions  of 
Sloppy  Joe's  Bar,  the  Montmarte,  and 
other  points  of  great  interest.  At 
that,  everybody  managed  to  get  to  the 
boat  before  it  sailed  at  midnight. 

The  stop  in  Panama  was  shorter 
and  much  less  eventful.  The  journal- 
ism class  managed  to  interview  the 
president  of  the  Republic  of  Panama. 
The  whole  party  visited  the  old  Pan- 
ama ruins.  One  couple  started  for 
the  ruins  in  a  donkey 
cart  with  a  non-English 
speaking  driver.  They 
didn't  have  time  for  the 
round  trip,  and  could 
not  make  their  driver 
understand    that    they 

Lower — Floating     Univer- 
sity Students — Rest 
Between  Classes. 


Upper — Floating     Univer- 
sity Students  on  Plaza, 
Panama   City. 

of  Havana,  and  then 
to  the  University  of 
Havana,  where  more 
than  five  thousand 
young  Cubans  are  en- 
rolled. Fraternizing  be- 
tween the  visitors  and 
the  hosts  was  handi- 
capped by  the  fact  that  few  of  the 
Americans  spoke  any  Spanish,  and 
not  many  of  the  Cubans  understood 
English.  But  this  wasn't  a  fatal 
handicap,  and  the  visitors  enjoyed 
nearly  two  hours  spent  on  the  campus. 
From  the  university  we  were  taken 
to  the  Havana  Country  club,  a  club 
than  which  none  is  than-whicher,  and 
a  tea  dance  was  given  on  the  veranda. 
In  the  evening  the  object  of  all  good 
Floating  University  students  was  to 


wanted  him  to  turn  around  and 
go  back  toward  the  Plaza.  Finally, 
they  hailed  the  last  car  headed  in, 
after  having  vainly  waved  at  numer- 
ous other  cars,  and  made  the  boat. 
But  they  came  close  to  having  an 
interesting  experience. 

Deck  games  are  getting  their  share 
of  interest.  Horse  racing,  with  pari- 
mutuel  betting  is  perhaps  the  most 
popular.  The  horses  are  on  a  minia- 
ture track  and  are  advanced  by  roll- 
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ing  the  dice.  The  betting  tickets  are 
fifty  cents  each,  and  practically  the 
whole  student  body  is  on  deck  for 
each  race  meet.  Deck  tennis  is  also 
popular.  A  tournament  is  now  under 
way,  and  before  it  is  ended  I  may 
have  some  important  news  for  the 
sports  editor  of  the  JOURNAL.  My 
roommate  and  I  may  be  byed  into  the 


semi'finals,  which  is  one  way  of  mak' 
ing  a  showing. 

On  November  30  the  President  will 
sail  from  San  Francisco  for  the  trip 
westward  around  the  world.  Just 
what  the  rest  of  the  trip  holds  for 
the  Floating  University  is  problemati- 
cal, but  the  first  phases  of  the  trip 
have  been  mighty  successful. 


/ 


James  6.  (^henot,  c^ichigan  c5^1pha, 
Sleeted  Trosecuting  c^ttorney 


By  Fred  A.  Price 

Kansas  Alpha 


fUBMITTING  his  candidacy  to 
the  voters  of  Wayne  county, 
Michigan,  of  which  Detroit  is 
the  county  seat,  James  E.  Chenot, 
Michigan  Alpha,  received  a  majority 
of  the  votes  of  the  2,000,000  people 
who  live  in  that  county  for  the  office 


James   E.   Chenot 
michigan  alpha 

of  prosecuting  attorney  and  he  as- 
sumed the  office  January  1st.  He 
had  previously  served  as  an  assistant 
in  the  office  of  the  prosecuting  attor- 
ney and,  later,  as  chief  assistant. 


Chenot,  while  born  in  California, 
was  graduated  from  Detroit  Central 
High  in  1912  and  received  his  A.B. 
degree  from  the  University  of  Mich- 
igan in  1916.  In  1918  he  received 
his  LL.B.  degree  and  commenced  the 
practice  of  law  in  Detroit.  He  con- 
tinued in  private  practice  until  Jan- 
uary 1,  1922,  when  he  was  appointed 
an  assistant  prosecuting  attorney  and 
May  1,  1927,  was  appointed  chief  as- 
sistant prosecuting  attorney.  In  his 
time  in  the  prosecuting  attorney's  of- 
fice he  has  personally  tried  more  than 
1,200  jury  trials. 

He  was  a  candidate  in  the  primar- 
ies in  September,  receiving  a  majority 
of  more  than  three  to  one  over  his 
nearest  opponent  and  at  the  general 
election  in  November,  running  on  the 
republican  ticket,  he  received  a  ma- 
jority of  132,000.  He  took  office 
January  1st  and  shortly  thereafter  an- 
nounced his  appointments  which  con- 
sist of  one  chief  assistant,  twenty-one 
assistants,  nine  investigators  and  ten 
office  employes,  a  total  of  forty-one. 

While  in  college  in  addition  to  his 
membership  in  Sigma  Phi  Epsilon 
Chenot  was  a  member  of  Delta  Theta 
Phi,  law  fraternity. 
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"Zfi^hat  cAhout  oMock  Initiations? 


NO  SUBJECT  IS  MORE  PERTINENT  IN  THE  FRATER- 
N?TY  WORLD  RIGHT  AT  PRESENT  THAN  THIS.  THE 
INJURY  OF  INITIATES  RECENTLY  DURING  MOCK 
INITIATIONS  HAS  ROUSED  SCHOOL  AND  FRATERNITY 
AUTHORITIES.  BUT  IS  THE  ARGUMENT  ALL  ONE 
way"  WE  FIND  SOME  WHO  WOULD  EARNESTLY 
DEFEND  THE  HALLOWED  INSTITUTION  OF  HELL 
WFFK  UNSOLICITED.  TWO  ARGUMENTS  HAVE  BEEN 
ScEIVED  THAT  WILL  PLACE  THE  ISSUES  BEFORE 
gSR^^'RilDERS  CLARENCE  H  fREEARK  FORMER 
TRAVELING  SECRETARY,  PENS  A  SAVAGE  ATTACK 
ON  MOCK  INITIATIONS.  WHILE  JACK  C.  McDERMOTT, 
KANSAS  GAMMA  NOW  A  RESIDENT  OF  TEXAS.  DE- 
FENDS THEM  IF  THE  LAST  WORD  HAS  NOT  BEEN 
IaID  THE  JObRiV.4L  WILL  BE  WILLING  TO  PUBLISH 
IT— IF   IN    READABLE    FORM. 


WHAT  PRICE  FRATERNITY  TRADITIONS 


By  Clarence  H.  Freeark 

Former  Traveling  Secretary 


WHILE  reading  through  my  No- 
vember Journal,  I  learned  of 
the  ghastly  tragedy  that  occurred  dur- 
ing a  fraternity  initiation  in  Texas 
recently.  A  bit  of  horseplay :  two 
bedsprings  charged  with  electricity — 
many  neophytes  had  crawled  safely 
between  them,  but  one  boy  was 
dragged  out  lifeless. 

Another  case  in  a  northern  college 
was  also  brought  out.  A  young  fra- 
ternity man  died  several  months  ago 
after  a  two-year  lingering  life  of 
hopelessness  and  helplessness  caused 
by  a  shattered  vertebrae  resulting 
from  a  paddling  session. 

Then  I  turned  to  the  daily  paper 
and  read  of  an  initiation  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan  wherein  a  stu- 
dent was  badly  scalded. 

Three  tragedies — all  within  one 
semester — resulting  from  fraternity 
activities.  You  can  write  your  own 
ticket. 

One  can  pick  up  a  newspaper  al- 
most any  day,  anywhere  and  read  of 
some  motorist  who  was  struck  by  a 
train.     The  comments  regarding  that 


person's  stupidity  are  volumnous  and 
pithy.      Anybody    who    would    acci- 
dently  take  a  bottle  of  poison  in  the 
middle  of  the  night  mistaking  it  for 
medicine  gets  his  just  deserts.     Year 
after  year  we  read  of  the  hunter  who 
crawls   through   the   wire   fence   and 
pulls  his  gun  through  after  him.    Fre- 
quently we  read  of  some  one  experi- 
menting with  a  revolver  to  see  if  it 
is  loaded  by   pointing  it  at  another 
person   and   pulling   the   trigger.      It 
is  such  a  nuisance  to  break  the  barrel 
or   open   the   breech   to   see   if   it   is 
loaded.      We    have    even    heard    of 
workmen  who  have  tossed  a  handful 
of  bricks  out  of  a  third  story  window 
and  then  looked  out  to  see  if  anyone 
might  be  where  the  bricks  would  nor- 
mally come  to  rest. 

But  we  college  men  have  never 
been  guilty  of  such  utter  lack  of  fore- 
sight. Why,  we  belong  to  the  aris- 
tocracy of  brains!  We  are  the 
"picked  men"  of  the  country.  Be 
your  age,  man;  we  could  never  be 
guilty  of  such  stupidity.  Fll  let  you 
in  on  another  secret.     As  fraternity 
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men  we  are  the  "pick  of  the  picked 
men."    Now  ain't  that  sump'n? 

Then  the  Hfeless  body  is  dragged 
from  between  the  bedsprings;  we  bow 
our  heads  while  the  paddle  victim  is 
laid  to  a  merciful  rest;  we  send  flow 
ers  to  the  scalded  boy  and  sympathize 
with  the  pneumonia  patient,-  victim  of 
exposure  while  improperly  clad  dur- 
ing an  initiation. 

The  country  is  full  of  "dead  man 
curves,"  condemned  bridges,  improp' 
erly  constructed  buildings  that  our 
duly  elected  officials  have  passed.  We 
all  know  these  things  and  think  about 
them  whenever  we  pass  those  partic 
ular  curves,  buildings  and  what  have 
you.  But  nothing  is  ever  done  until 
a  tragedy  has  occurred  to  galvanize 
public  opinion  into  action  to  remedy 
the  situation.  The  condition  is  cor- 
rected, but  there  is  a  vacant  chair 
somewhere  and  heavy  hearts. 

But  life  seems  to  be  like  that  .  In 
spite  of  our  enlarged  and  more  numer- 
ous educational  facilities,  the  safety 
campaigns,  and  publicity,  the  situa- 
tion does  not  seem  to  improve  from 
year  to  year.  If  it  improves  in  one 
respect,  it  breaks  out  in  another.  As 
long  as  the  victim  of  these  tragedies 
is  not  personally  known,  their  exper- 
iences just  represent  so  much  news. 
But  let  the  lightning  strike  close  to 
our  interests,  let  one  of  our  acquaint- 
ances, our  dear  friends,  a  relative  or 
a  member  of  our  own  household  be 
the  victim  of  a  ridiculous  accident  or 
horseplay,  and  we  are  all  aflame  with 
indignation,  crying  loudly  for  remed- 
ial measures  and  cursing  the  short- 
sightedness of  those  who  might  have 
prevented  the  tragedy.  Yes,  life  seems 
to  be  like  that. 

I  recall  an  incident  that  occurred 
when  I  was  a  freshman  in  high  school 
a  good  many  years  ago.  In  the  spring- 
time a  young  man's  fancy  turns  to  a 
lot  of  things,  not  the  least  of  which 
is  track  athletics.     During  the  noon 


hour  the  fire-side  athletes  used  to  in- 
dulge in  jumping,  running  and  such 
playful  sport  as  throwing  the  discus. 
The  discus  throwers  would  stand  near 
the  building  and  throw  out  across  the 
campus  toward  the  street.  People 
were  passing  along  the  street  con- 
tinually and  students  were  running 
about  the  grounds.  I  remember  an 
instinctive  feeling  of  danger  in  this 
discus  throwing  the  first  time  I  ob- 
served it.  Just  a  few  days  later  the 
usual  activities  were  in  progress  at 
the  noon  recess.  Some  boys  were 
watching  the  high  school  star  do  the 
hop,  skip  and  jump  out  near  the 
street.  (Do  you  remember  way  back 
when — ?).  The  discus  throwers  were 
busy  a  little  to  the  west  throwing  out 
toward  the  street.  One  lad  threw  the 
discus,  but  It  slipped  and  sailed  right 
toward  the  group  watching  the  jump- 
ing. Some  of  the  boys  saw  it  com- 
ing and  shouted  to  those  whose  backs 
were  turned.  One  lad  turned  to  look 
and  the  heavy  metal  disc  struck  him 
in  the  temple.  He  toppled  over  with- 
out a  sound  and  died  a  week  later. 

The  principal  of  the  high  school, 
a  middle  aged  man,  was  relieved  of 
his  post  at  the  end  of  the  school  year 
and  he  experienced  difficulty  in  se- 
curing another  position.  The  effort 
of  a  life  time  to  build  up  a  reputation 
as  an  educator  was  shattered.  Day 
after  day  he  had  watched  the  boys 
throwing  the  discus,  but  he  failed  to 
see  any  potential  harm  in  the  pas- 
time until  the  tragedy  occurred. 
There  was  a  vacant  chair  and  heavy 
hearts  in  one  household.  I  have  often 
wondered  if  the  boy  who  threw  the 
discus  was  ever  able  to  entirely  for- 
get that  incident. 

When  we  hear  of  some  poor,  ig- 
norant devil,  born  and  reared  in  pov- 
erty, subject  to  evil  influences,  with- 
out education  or  good  home  training, 
committing  a  moronic  assault  upon 
someone,  we  remark  what  a  pity  it 
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is  that  he  never  had  the  advantages 
of  an  education  and  proper  parental 
influence. 

All  right,  aristocrats  of  the  brain. 
You  have  had  your  fun  and  now 
you  have  your  tragedy.  No  use  to 
try  to  hide  the  facts  or  dodge  the 
issue.  The  papers  have  been  full  of 
it.  State  legislatures  know  all  the 
gruesome  details  and  the  enemies  of 
fraternities  are  organi2;ing  for  action. 

All  the  constructive  work  of  the 
Inter-Fraternity  Conference  during 
the  past  fifteen  or  more  years  has 
been  threatened  by  this  latest  frater- 
nity tragedy.  After  many  years  of 
patient,  persistent  effort  on  the  part 
of  the  Conference  and  its  commit- 
tees, South  Carolina  and  Mississippi 
finally  repealed  their  anti-fraternity 
laws.  Then  this  ghastly  picture  from 
a  neighboring  state  is  heralded 
throughout  the  nation.  If  a  number 
of  legislatures  do  not  revive  the  age 
old  question  of  banning  fraternities 
during  their  next  session,  I  will  be 
much  surprised. 

Well,  what  are  you  going  to  do 
about  it?  While  it  is  true  that  many 
chapters  may  never  resort  to  electrical 
devices  or  scalding  water  in  their 
horseplay,  practically  every  fraternity 
chapter  in  the  country  uses  the  pad- 
dle both  in  initiatory  work  and  for 
discipline.  Paddling  has  been  the 
stock  form  of  punishment  in  a  fra- 
ternity for  a  hundred  years. 

What  originality!  What  a  splendid 
tribute  to  these  young  aristocrats  of 
gray  matter!  What  a  fine  justifica- 
tion for  the  title  of  "the  pick  of  the 
picked  men!" 

Our  parents,  those  insignificant  but 
essential  associates  of  our  lives  whom 
we  know  are  old  fogey,  out  of  tune 
with  youth  and  the  times,  gave  up 
the  barrel  stave,  strap,  switch  and 
other  forms  of  physical  punishihent 
when  we  started  to  high  school.  We 
read  in  history  of  the  whipping  post 
and    other    barbaric    punishments    of 


decades  gone  by  and  we  shudder  at 
the  picture.  We  heartily  approve  of 
the  change  in  prison  administration 
of  recent  years  whereby  humane 
treatment  has  replaced  the  third  de- 
gree and  brutal  methods.  Any  sug- 
gestion that  the  youth  of  today  are 
not  up-to-the-minute  in  everything 
they  do  would  be  vigorously  chal- 
lenged. But  we  still  hear  the  whack 
of  the  paddles  emanating  from  the 
fraternity  houses. 

Ha!  that's  a  laugh.  If  you  suggest 
the  ehmination  of  paddling,  the  un- 
dergraduates look  at  you  in  genuine 
horror  and  helplessly  ask,  ''What  are 
we  going  to  do  to  discipline  the  fresh- 
men if  we  can't  paddle  them?"  And 
there  is  manifest  resentment  for  you 
are  taking  the  proverbial  joy  out  of 
life. 

Well,  maybe  we  can  learn  a  trick 
from  those  old  fogey  parents  of  ours. 
Whatever  evils  may  be  attributed  to 
the  automobile,  it  at  least  retains 
some  virtue  as  a  disciplinary  weapon 
in  the  hands  of  Dad.  To  deny  the 
boy  the  use  of  the  car  for  a  week- 
end date  is  the  ultimate  in  punish- 
ment. It  even  beats  the  "Santa  Claus 
don't  like  naughty  boys"  of  a  younger 
age.  The  reduction  of  the  boy's 
weekly  allowance  or  the  sacrifice  of 
some  other  privilege  are  potent  and 
humane  disciplinary  weapons. 

There  is  your  cue,  young  noble- 
men of  the  brain  cells.  Deny  your 
recalcitrant  freshmen  and  sophomores 
social  privileges  over  the  week-end. 
Forbid  them  to  follow  the  football 
team  when  it  plays  away  from  home. 
A  good  cold  shower  is  an  effective 
means  of  impressing  disobedient  neo- 
phytes. The  tubbing  process  is  al- 
most as  dangerous  as  paddling.  Stool- 
ing  is  good.  That  is,  call  in  your 
victims  before  the  assembled  chapter. 
Seat  him  on  a  stool  in  the  center  of 
the  floor  and  let  each  upperclassman 
talk  to  him.  Point  out  his  error,  show 
the  possible  bad  effects  upon  himself 
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and  chapter  organization..  Appeal  to 
his  reason  and  sense  of  fair  play  in- 
stead of  the  seat  of  his  pajamas.  This 
same  stooling  procedure  can  be  han- 
died  even  more  effectively  by  calling 
the  victim  before  the  chapter  council 
or  executive  committee.  Put  into 
practice  in  your  every  day  lives  some 
of  the  teachings  and  principles  of 
your  studies.  If  these  methods  fail, 
release  the  man  from  his  pledge;  sus- 
pend or  expel  the  fraternity  member. 
A  man  who  is  not  amenable  to  dis- 
cipline is  not  a  fit  associate  in  a  fra- 
ternity house.  Some  times  it  takes 
drastic  action  such  as  expulsion  to 
bring  a  man  to  view  a  situation  in 
its  proper  light.  Frequently  the  nec- 
essity for  studying  never  occurs  to  a 
student  until  he  has  been  kicked  out 
of  college.  It  often  takes  a  climax 
in  our  lives  to  jar  us  into  viewing  our 
position  in  the  right  perspective. 

I  was  some  years  older  than  the 
average  undergraduate  when  I  was  in 
college.  Many  were  the  cold  chills 
that  I  experienced  during  paddling 
sessions  in  my  chapter  when  I  thought 
of  the  close  proximity  of  the  base  of 
the.  spine  (the  most  vulnerable  spot 
on  the  body)  to  the  mark  of  the  pad- 
dlers.  Babe  Ruth  has  been  swinging 
at  baseballs  for  many  years.  He  has 
been  coached  and  he  has  studied  the 
technique  of  his  specialty,  yet  he  fre- 
quently tips  a  foul  ball  or  strikes  out. 
The  mark  that  the  youthful  paddler 


aims  at  is  not  a  great  deal  easier  to 
hit  than  a  pitched  baseball.  His 
technique  is  bad  and  he  has  never 
been  coached.  The  wonder  is  that 
there  have  not  been  more  tragedies 
as  a  result  of  paddling.  There  are 
doubtless  minor  injuries  that  we  never 
hear  about.  If  Babe  Ruth  misses  his 
mark,  it  is  just  a  foul  or  a  strike. 
If  the  fraternity  paddler  should  miss 
his  mark  it  may  mean  intense  pain 
and  possible  injury  for  life  to  a 
friend. 

But  It  takes  a  tragedy  to  galvanize 
public  opinion  into  action.  Well,  you 
have  had  your  tragedies.  Now  for 
some  action.  At  the  next  meeting  of 
your  chapter  instruct  your  represen' 
tative  to  the  inter-fraternity  associa- 
tion to  propose  the  abolishment  by  all 
organizations  on  the  campus  of  alL 
forms  of  public  initiation;  the  elim- 
ination of  all  dangerous  horseplay  in 
private  initiatory  work  and  the  sub- 
stitution of  brains  for  paddling  in  ad- 
ministering disciplinary  measures.  If 
the  inter-fraternity  association  refuses 
to  act,  be  sure  that  your  own  chapter 
does  act  so  far  as  its  administration 
is  concerned.  This  is  a  fit  subject  for 
legislation  at  the  next  Conclave.  Un-' 
less  the  undergraduates  demonstrate 
that  they  are  capable  of  dealing  with 
this  situation,  repugnant  faculty  reg- 
ulations may  be  imposed  to  save  the 
face  of  fraternities  in  spite  of  them- 
selves. 


NOW  THE  CON  OF  IT 

By  Jack  C.  McDermott 

Kansas  Gamma 


p^AR  be  it  from  me  to  draw  down 
the  wrath  of  Ye  Ed,  or  to  incur 
the  displeasure  of  any  Sig  Eps  who 
have  reform  in  their  hearts.  But  I 
do  want  to  make  a  few  comments  on 
the  question  of  mock  initiation — that 
worthy  activity  which  at  present  is 
receiving  so  much   adverse  criticism. 


I  read  carefully,  the  articles  in  the 
last  Journal,  and  the  Excogitations. 
By  the  time  I  had  finished  I  was  burn- 
ing inside — but  not  with  reform. 

I  happen  to  be  a  Texan,  have  at- 
tended the  Lone  Star  State  university, 
and  know  the  men  of  Delta  Kappa 
Epsilon.     I  have  gone  through  a  sim- 
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ilar  initiation  at  Kansas  Gamma,  and 
I  remember  quite  well  the  hefty  pad- 
dle swung  by  Brothers  Don  Hoag 
(tennis  captain,  if  you  don't  believe 
he  could  swing)  and  "Sleepy"  Seev 
ers.  I  went  through  the  "silly"  tasks 
assigned  me  such  as  hunting  for 
an  epitaph  in  a  cemetery  at  mid- 
night, and  bringing  in  live  sparrows. 
And  I  never  had  a  better  time  in 
my  life. 

It  seems  to  me  we  have  gone  to 
seed  illogically  generalizing.  This 
Deke  who  died  during  initiation, 
played  football  too.  Suppose  he  had 
dropped  dead  during  a  game  for  the 
same  inexplicable  reasons  as  did  cause 
his  death — should  we  abolish  the 
game?  There  are  many  who  would 
answer  in  the  affirmative.  I  under- 
stand he  was  wearing  a  white  shirt 
at  the  time — should  we  legislate  white 
shirts  out  of  existence? 

I  come  in  daily  contact  with  this 
generalizing  epidemic.  I  am  engaged 
in  the  air  mail  business,  and  every 
time  an  airplane  accident  occurs, 
someone  says,  "See  McDermott,  I  told 
you  those  blamed  things  were  un- 
safe!" And  I  have  insurance  statis- 
tics to  prove  air  travel  the  second 
safest  method  known.  Also  that  air- 
plane accidents  are  caused  by  inex- 
perience, unlicensed  planes  and  pilots 
or  poor  checking  of  equipment  in  al- 
most every  case. 

For  the  two  cases  cited  where  mock 
initiation  was  harmful,   hundreds  of 


us  can  testify  where  it  has  done  un- 
limited good  in  lambasting  foolish 
ideas  out  of  chesty  pledges,  and  teach- 
ing them  a  lot  of  common  sense. 
Then,  for  the  comparative  few  who 
are  hurt  in  football,  there  are  plenty 
3f  coaches,  sports  writers  and  players 
who  can  file  endless  affidavits  as  to 
the  benefits  derived  from  "that  dan- 
gerous sport." 

Nor  do  I  mean  to  advocate  any 
unnecessary  roughhouse  tactics.  Prac- 
tically every  Sig  Ep  knows  that  his 
mock  initiation  wasn't  half  so  bad  in 
reality  as  the  suspense  that  preceded 
it.  Ye  Ed  amused  me  at  the  end  of 
his  article,  because  he  did  propose  a 
whacking  for  the  representatives  who 
fell  down  on  the  football  reports. 

There  are  times  for  all  things,  and 
certainly  a  bit  of  horseplay — which 
should  be  moderate  I  grant  you — is  in 
order  for  the  pledges,  who  cannot  see 
what  their  chapter  would  have  done 
without  them.  And  the  old  paddle, 
correctly  administered,  is  the  best 
remedy  I  have — felt. 

In  the  midst  of  all  the  ruckus 
aroused  over  the  untimely  and  unfor- 
tunate death  of  one  of  my  fellow 
Texans,  I  ask  that  a  little  careful 
analysis  be  called  into  the  conference. 
The  cause  will  certainly  not  be  at- 
tributed to  that  harmless  bit  of  elec- 
tricity m  the  Deke's  initiation.  I 
raise  my  voice  in  protest  against  such 
hasty  generalizing,  and  hope  that  Ye 
Ed  will  allow  me  to  be  heard. 


"I  wonder."  said  the  old  lady  at  the  dance,  "what  has  become 
of  the  old-fashioned  girl  who  used  to  drop  her  eyes,  raise  her  face 
and   say:    'You   must   ask   Papa.'  " 

"She  has  a  daughter,"'  answered  the  girl,  "who  says,  'Shove 
her  into  high,   kid!    The  old  man's   gaining  on   us!'  " — Blue  Gator. 
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Indiana  cyllpha  cy41umni  ^old  founder's 
T)ay  Tarty  at  (Chapter  ^ouse 


By  Claus  H.  Best 

Indiana  Alpha 


CHE  eighth  annual  founders' 
party  of  Indiana  Alpha,  held 
at  the  chapter  house  in  West 
Lafayette,  Indiana,  November  3rd 
and  4th,  1928,  was  a  notable  event 
in  the  presence  of  six  of  the  eight 
living  founders  of  the  chapter,  three 
of  whom  have  children  now  attending 
Purdue,  the  collegiate  home  of  In' 
diana  Alpha,  the  two  male  members 
of  this  second  generation  being  Sig 
Eps,  initiates  of  their  fathers'  chapter. 
William  C.  Sprau,  '05,  of  Detroit, 
Michigan;  Frank  S.  Robbins,  '05,  St. 
Augustine,  Florida;  John  E.   Ulrich, 


"06,  Chicago,  Illinois;  Henry  H.  Rut' 
ledge,  '06,  Cincinnati,  Ohio;  Edmund 
J.  Clerget,  '06,  Indianapolis,  Indiana, 
and  William  G.  Duncan,  Jr.,  '06, 
Greenville,  Kentucky,  were  those 
present  who  helped  found  Indiana 
Alpha.  Among  the  guests  of  the 
chapter  who  were  present  were  Grand 
Secretary  W.  L.  Phillips  of  Rich' 
mond,  Virginia,  Past  Grand  President 
Whitney  H.  Eastman  of  Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin,  and  Major  H.  H.  MuUer, 
Vermont  Alpha,  and  Homer  Rupard, 
Kansas  Gamma,  of  Indianapolis. 
All  of  those  present  at  the  party, 


A  part  of  the  alumni  who  attended  the  Eighth  Annual  Founders'  Party  at  Indiana 
Alpha  >^over7iber  3rd  and  4th.  together  with  some  of  the  active  members  of  the  chapter. 
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Six  of  the  eight  living  founders  of  Indiana  Alpha  who  attended  the  Founders' 
Day  Partw  Kovember  l,rd  and  4th.  The  missing  smiles  that  you  loo\ed  in  vain  for 
may  he  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  this  picture  was  ta\en  the  morning  after  the 
party  At  Indiana  Alpha  they  give  parties.  And  how!  These  brothers  are,  left 
to  right  back  row:  William  G.  Duncan.  Jr..  '06;  Edmund  J.  Clerget.  '06;  William  O. 
Sprau  '05,  and  Henry  H.  Rutledge.  '06.  Front  row:  Fran\  S.  Rohhins.  '05,  and  John 
E.  Ulrich,  '05. 


aside  from  the  guests  from  other  chap- 
ters, were  those  who  had  been  in 
school  prior  to  the  burning  of  the 
old  Indiana  Alpha  house  and  con- 
struction of  the  present  home  in  1916. 
They  began  arriving  on  the  morning 
of  Saturday,  November  3rd,  all  get- 
ting there  in  time  for  a  football  game 
in  the  afternoon  between  Purdue  and 
Case.  That  evening  the  formal  din- 
ner— an  event  of  eight  years  standing 
■ — ^was  held.  All  alumni  parties  at 
Indiana  Alpha  have  been  character- 
ized by  strict  observance  of  an  un- 
written law,  thoroughly  understood 
throughout  the  chapter,  that  no  liquor 
shall  be  used  and  no  party  thus  far 
has  been  other  than  "bone  dry." 
Imagine  the  consternation  when  E.  J. 


Bayer,  '09,  appeared  at  the  party  a 
little  late  and  considerably  the  worse 
for  over-indulgence  in  forbidden  bev- 
erages. He  took  his  seat  at  the  table, 
beside  W.  C.  Sprau  and  his  conduct 
grew  so  progressively  embarrassing 
for  some  of  those  present  that  Sprau 
finally  arose  to  the  occasion  and  after 
some  inducement  succeeded  in  escort- 
ing the  hilarious  Bayer  out  of  the  din- 
ing room. 

That  was  all  that  was  necessary  for 
those  who  were  in  on  the  plans  to 
let  loose  a  long  and  gleeful  laugh  on 
Sprau  and  the  others  whose  discom- 
fiture had  been  apparent  at  Bayer's 
apparent  bibulous  condition.  For 
Bayer  had  been  guilty  of  only  a  clever 
display     of     dramatic     talent — good 
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If  Miss  Ursula  Sprau  had  been  a  hoy  instead  of  Miss  Ursula  Sprau  everyone  in 
this  picture  would  have  been  a  Sig  Ep  and  you  would  be  looking  at  three  Sig  Ep 
fathers  and  their  sons.  As  it  is,  we  have,  left  to  right,  ]ohn  E.  Ulrich,  '06,  with 
his  son  E.  A.  Ulrich  in  front  of  him;  Wtlliam  C.  Sprau,  '05.  and  his  daughter  Ursula, 
a  Si^  Ep  sister,  and  William  G.  Duncan,  Jr..  '06,  and  his  son  William  G.  Duncan  III. 


enough  to  deceive  all  but  those  who 
had  framed  the  fun.  Having  "sobered 
up"  immediately  upon  leaving  the 
dining  room  it  was  Bayer's  turn  to 
escort  Sprau  back  to  his  place  at  the 
table.  Sprau  was  found  guilty,  after 
it  was  all  over,  of  "'thinking  all  along 
that  it  was  a  put  up  job,"  but  he 
made  his  record  after  the  event  was 
over.  It  was  mentioned  by  W.  A. 
Hanley,  '11,  and  concurred  in  by  all 
present  that  Bayer  undoubtedly  dis' 
played  a  wonderful  "power  of  ob- 
servation" by  his  ability  to  carry  the 
part  as  well  as  he  did. 

The  group  present  spent  the  eve- 
ning in  various  enterprises,  not  the 
least  of  which  were  reminiscences.  It 
was  twelve  years  ago  that  a  commit- 
tee of  alumni  built  the  chapter  house 


at  Purdue  which  brought  order  out 
of  chaos  within  Indiana  Alpha  and 
from  that  event  arose  the  annual 
founders'  day  parties  which  are  with- 
out parallel  within  the  fraternity.  In- 
cidentally, out  of  the  construction  of 
the  Indiana  Alpha  chapter  house 
arose  the  system  of  chapter  financial 
operations  that  has  since  been  adopted 
by  Sigma  Phi  Epsilon  and  from  it 
borrowed  by  a  considerable  number 
of  other  national  fraternities. 

The  founders'  day  parties  are  held 
annually,  and  on  these  occasions  the 
alumni  take  over  the  chapter  house 
for  a  week-end,  providing  the  active 
members  with  other  quarters  at  the 
expense  of  the  alumni.  Only  those 
alumni  who  were  out  of  school  before 
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the  new  house  was  completed  are  in- 
cluded in  these  affairs. 

One  of  the  very  interesting  situa- 
tions that  came  to  light  at  the  party 
this  year  w-as  that  three  of  the  foun- 
ders have  children  now  attending 
Purdue  University.  WiUiam  C.  Sprau 
has  a  daughter,  Ursula  Sprau,  and 
William  G.  Duncan  and  John  E. 
Ulrich  each  have  sons,  WilHam  G. 
Duncan  III  and  E.  A.  Ulrich,  all  of 
whom  are  students  in  the  alma  mater 
of  their  fathers.  Not  only  that,  the 
two  boys  are  members  of  Sigma  Phi 
Epsilon,  William  G.  Duncan  III  be- 
ing the  first  member  of  the  second 
generation  to  be  initiated  by  Indiana 
Alpha.  Frank  S.  Robbins  came  in 
for  unusual  distinction  in  being  the 
first  member  of  the  chapter  to  become 
a  grandfather  and,  indeed,  is  the  only 
member  of  Indiana  Alpha  who  is  a 
grandfather.  While  honors  were  be- 
ing recounted  it  was  found  that 
Grand  Secretary  Phillips  held  the  dis- 
tinction of  having  never  missed  a  one 
of  the  eight  annual  founders'  parties 
that  have  been  given. 

The  interest  in  these  annual  re- 
unions which  has  continued  to  in- 
crease from  year  to  year,  is  a  decided 
inspiration  to  those  who  are  most 
active  in  the  operation  of  the  chapter 
and  in  the  continuation  of  the  chap- 


ter as  an  institution  which  will  com- 
mand the  pride  of  the  alumni  and 
respect  of  the  university.  TTiere  can 
be  no  doubt  but  that  the  alumni  in- 
terest, kept  active  by  means  of  these 
annual  parties,  is  a  determining  fac- 
tor in  the  progress  that  Indiana  Alpha 
has  enjoyed. 

In  addition  to  the  guests  previously 
mentioned,  those  of  the  chapter  who 
were  present  were  W.  C.  Sprau,  '05, 
Detroit,  Michigan;  F.  S.  Robbins,  '05, 
St.  Augustine,  Florida;  W.  G.  Dun- 
can, Jr.,  '06,  Greenville,  Kentucky; 
C.  T.  Brown,  '06,  Lafayette,  Indiana; 
E.  J.  Clerget,  '06,  Indianapolis;  J.  E. 
Ulrich,  '06,  Chicago;  H.  H.  Rutledge, 
'07,  Cincinnati;  J.  F.  'Voigt,  '08,  Jef- 
fersonville,  Indiana;  J.  C.  Lewis,  '09, 
Louisville,  Kentucky;  B.  R.  Lewis, 
'09,  Louisville,  Kentucky;  L.  V.  Sher- 
idan, '09,  Indianapolis;  E.  J.  Bayer, 
'10,  Indianapolis;  W.  A.  Hanley,  '11, 
Indianapolis;  W.  W.  Winslow,  '11, 
Indianapolis;  R.  J.  Watson,  '11,  Chi- 
cago; H.  J.  Rossbacher,  '12,  Kearney, 
New  Jersey;  C.  H.  Best,  '12,  Indian- 
apolis; F.  H.  Miller,  '13,  Evanston, 
Illinois;  George  R.  Popp,  Jr.,  '13, 
Louisville,  Kentucky:  Ben  Wilson. 
'14,  Indianapolis:  T.  M.  Rybolt,  '15, 
Indianapolis;  H.  M.  Pence,  '15,  La- 
fayette, Indiana,  and  L.  C.  Mc- 
Namara,  Indianapolis. 


POOH!     POOH! 


Edythe:  I  suppose  that  this  talk  about  a  college  man's  life 
being  all   wine,  women   and   song   is   exaggerated. 

Frederyck:  It  certainly  is:  you  very  seldom  hear  singing  in 
the    dormitories. — Penns\lvania   Punch    Bowl. 


He:      I   won't    graduate    from    college    this    year. 

She:    Why  not? 

He:      I    didn't   go. — Minn.   S\i'U-Mah. 
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T)elegates  ^rom  5ixty  National  fraternities 
Qather  in  New  3^ork 


CWO  hundred  and  twenty-two 
accredited  delegates  represent- 
ing exactly  sixty  national  fra- 
ternities, met  at  the  Hotel  Pennsyl- 
vania, New  York  City,  on  November 
30th  and  December  1st  for  the  twen- 
tieth annual  session  of  the  Interfrater- 
nity  Conference.  Twenty-seven  col- 
lege deans  accepted  invitations  and 
likewise  attended  the  sessions. 

Chairman  Harold  Riegelman,  in 
welcoming  the  delegates,  said  in  part: 
'"The  college  fraternal  system  has  been 
as  progressive  as  youth  itself.  Fra- 
ternities are  regarded  by  their  mem- 
bers as  institutions,  suggesting  a  com- 
paratively stable  unit  doing  business 
year  in  and  year  out  in  substantially 
the  same  way.  Institutional  agencies 
are  useful  as  well  as  vitally  essential, 
but  college  fraternities  are  not  insti- 
tutions. They  are  a  distinct  move- 
ment— the  form,  the  name,  the  ritual, 
the  badge  and  the  traditions  remain 
unchanged." 

Deb.ate  is  Fe.ature 

The  outstanding  feature  of  the  first 
days  program  was  a  debate  upon 
"rough-house"  initiation  as  an  intro- 
duction to  college  fraternity  life.  The 
Conference  reaffirmed  its  position  in 
opposition  to  the  practice. 

The  affirmative  in  the  debate  was 
taken  by  Lewis  D.  Syester,  Ohio 
Wesleyan  senior  and  member  of  Phi 
Kappa  Psi.  Donald  Sherbondy,  a 
junior  in  the  same  college  and  a  mem- 
ber of  Alpha  Sigma  Phi,  although  op- 
posed to  rough-house  initiations,  took 
the  negative  for  the  sake  of  argument. 

Syester  asserted  that  abolition  was 
expedient  because  rough-house  initia- 
tion tended  to  diminish  the  prestige 
of  the  fraternity  system.  Serious  ac- 
cidents, he  said,  were  bound*  to  occur. 


For  every  '"black-eye"  the  fraternity' 
gave  a  freshman,  he  thought,  it  re- 
ceived two  "black  eyes." 

"If  there  were  any  psychological 
values  in  getting  the  fraternity  across 
by  rough  methods,"  he  argued,  "it 
would  have  been  incorporated  long 
ago.  Rough-house  initiation  produces 
no  constructive  benefits  and  seriously 
undermines  the  basic  spirit  of  frater- 
nities." 

Sherbondy  contended  that  the 
rough-house  initiation  served  to  make 
the  ritual  service  that  followed  more 
impressive.  He  said  there  was  no 
"wave"  of  public  opposition  to  the 
system  of  rough-house  initiation.  He 
thought  that  everything  "indecent" 
should  be  abolished  and  that  the  in- 
itiation should  vary-  to  fit  the  physical 
condition  of  the  individual.  He  ad- 
mitted there  were  abuses  in  the  prac- 
tice, but  in  only  a  few  of  the  chapters. 

Rough  initiations  created  a  warring 
feeling,  Syester  said,  of  "getting  even 
with  the  next  man  to  come  through." 
They  served  as  a  license,  he  added, 
"to  revert  to  primitive  and  savage  in- 
stincts" and  were  not  in  accord  with 
the  ritual,  nor  a  test  of  the  fresh- 
man's mettle. 

Harrold  P.  Flint,  executive  secre- 
tary of  Tau  Kappa  Epsilon,  character- 
ized the  rough-house  initiation  as  "an 
outburst  of  sadistic  temperament." 
Some  members,  he  said,  received  de- 
light out  of  inflicting  punishment. 

"The  one  vulnerable  spot  in  the  en- 
tire fraternity  organization,"  he  said, 
"is  the  use  of  the  rough-house  sys- 
tem, during  a  period  usually  described 
as  'hell  week'  on  the  campus.  The 
entire  system  is  inane  and  of  no  prac- 
tical use.  It  proves  that  even  the  so- 
called  cultured  college  man  has  not 
yet  learned  to  control  his  outbursts." 
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Mr.  Flint  thought  the  practice 
could  not  be  broken  ''on  the  spur  of 
the  moment."'  It  would  be  far  better, 
he  said,  for  fraternities  to  stop  the 
rough  practices  than  wait  for  the  col- 
leges to  abolish  them. 
Shep.\rdson  Addresses  Delegates 
With  an  urgent  plea  that  fraternity 
men  not  only  contmue  the  work  they 
are  doing  for  the  improvement  of  fra- 
ternity standards,  but  also  let  other 
students  and  especially  college  offi- 
cials know  of  these  efforts.  Dr.  Fran- 
cis W.  Shepardson,  dean  of  fraternity 
workers  and  former  chairman  of  the 
Conference,  reported  on  two  meetings 
of  college  and  university  officials  he 
had  recently  attended. 

The  conference  of  deans  of  men 
held  last  May  in  Boulder,  Colo.,  Dr. 
Shephardson  said,  proved  to  be  fully 
cognizant  of  the  value  of  fraternity 
life. 

"Those  officers  were  sympathetic 
and  friendly  with  the  college  frater- 
nity, recognizing  the  value  of  these 
organizations  as  administrative  helps 
to  them.  These  men,"  said  Dean 
Shepardson,  ''will  work  with  us  for 
the  improvement  of  American  college 
fraternities  and  for  the  elimination  of 
certain  evils  which  we  have  been 
working  at  now  for  a  score  of  years." 
At  the  meeting  of  the  National  As- 
sociation of  Presidents  of  State  Uni- 
versities, however.  Dean  Shepardson 
reported,  the  question  was  raised  as 
to  the  value  of  fraternities  to  these 
institutions  and  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  study  questions  relative  to 
fraternities. 

The  answers  to  be  found  by  this 
committee,  according  to  Dean  Shep- 
ardson, will  have  a  serious  effect  upon 
the  future  of  college  fraternities,  and 
it  behooves  every  fraternity  to  let 
non-fraternity  men  and  college  offi- 
cials know  that  fraternities  are  work- 
ing for  the  best  interests  of  the  col- 
leges. 

"For    twenty    years,"'    said    Dean 


Shepardson,  "we  have  been  trying  to 
get  across  the  idea  that  there  cannot 
be  a  good  fraternity  chapter  anywhere 
unless  the  spirit  on  the  campus  is 
right;  that  the  college  fraternity  is  a 
subsidiary  of  college  life  and  that  col- 
lege always  must  come  iirst.  But  we 
don't  get  it  across." 

"What  constructive  work  have  we 
done  in  education?  Every  man  of 
you  know  people  whose  very  lives 
have  been  transformed  by  kneeling  at 
the  altar  of  a  college  fraternity.  That 
is  constructive  educational  work.  The 
greatest,  most  powerful  constructive 
force  at  work  on  college  campuses  to- 
day to  advance  scholarship  is  the 
American  college  fraternity." 

Dr.  H.  W.  Chase,  chairman  of  the 
association  and  of  the  University  of 
North  Carolina  as  well,  was  a  guest 
of  the  Conference  and  invited  it  to 
co-operate  by  appointing  a  committee 
to  meet  with  the  association  to  study 
college  fraternities.  Chairman  Riegel- 
man  appointed  Chancellor  E.  H. 
Lindley  of  the  University  of  Kansas. 

Tutorial  System  Proposed 

An  interesting  discussion,  led  by 
Albert  S.  Tousley,  of  Delta  Chi,  was 
had  on  the  "Tutorial  System  in  Chap- 
ters." 

Mr.  Tousley  related  the  experience 
of  a  chapter  of  his  fraternity,  where 
a  tutorial  adviser  was  installed  over 
the  opposition  of  the  chapter.  His 
position  developed  into  that  of  a  mas- 
ter of  personnel,  with  problems  of 
scholarship,  morality,  faculty  relation- 
ships and  a  number  of  other  matters. 
With  the  work  of  this  man  for  only 
one  semester,  the  chapter  advanced 
from  twenty-fourth  position  in  schol- 
arship to  third. 

Delta  Chi  has  decided  to  expand 
the  experiment,  and  their  executive 
board  has  gone  on  record  as  favor- 
ing the  installation  of  the  system  in 
half  a  dozen  chapters. 

Martin    J.    Her,    of    Phi    Gamma 
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Delta,  stated  that  his  fraternity  had 
tried  a  similar  experiment  at  two  of 
their  chapters,  and  that  it  had  worked 
out  very  well.  It  improved  the  un' 
dergraduate  chapters,  and  it  gave  the 
graduate  chapters  an  opportunity  to 
feel  that  they  were  really  doing  some- 
thing toward  maintaining  the  frater- 
nity's  standing  in  the  two  schools. 

In  reply  to  a  question  by  Albert 
S.  Bard,  Past  Chairman  of  the  Con- 
ference, Mr.  Tousley  stated  that  their 
faculty  advisor  was  selected  after  a 
survey  of  the  entire  field.  "The  thing 
to  do,"  he  said,  "would  be  to  consider 
not  only  his  scholastic  standing,  his 
record  in  school,  but  also  his  ability 
to  make  friends." 

Deferred  Initl>\tion  Discussed 

A  debate  followed  on  the  subject, 
"Resolved,  that  after  the  opening  of 
the  freshman  year  there  should  be  a 
period  of  time  during  which  rushing 
and  pledging  to  fraternity  member- 
ship should  be  prohibited."  The  af- 
firmative was  taken  by  Dean  J.  A. 
Bursley,  of  Michigan,  and  Dean  Floyd 
Field,  of  Georgia  Tech.,  and  the  nega- 
tive, was  taken  by  Dr.  Charles  A. 
Tonsor,  Jr.,  Delta  Sigma  Phi,  and  Dr. 
Charles  W.  Gerstenberg,  Treasurer  of 
the  Conference.  No  decision  was 
handed  down,  but  the  points  devel- 
oped by  the  debaters  aroused  a  great 
deal  of  interest,  and  at  the  end  of  the 
debate  the  general  discussion  was 
spirited. 

The  arguments  urged  by  the  af- 
firmative were,  in  the  main,  as  fol- 
lows: Delayed  pledging  will  result 
in  better  freshman  scholarship.  It 
will  permit  the  fraternity  to  judge  a 
candidate  from  knowledge  of  the  in- 
dividual, not  merely  on  the  basis  of 
a  recommendation  plus  a  cursory  ac- 
quaintance. It  will  permit  a  fresh- 
man to  know  something  of  the  frater- 
nity he  is  invited  to  join.  It  will  re- 
sult in  fewer  freshman  casualties, 
fewer  Christmas  graduates.  ^  Delayed 


pledging  will  result  in  fewer  broken 
pledges.  It  will  keep  the  fraternity 
secondary  to  the  college,  as  it  should 
be.  It  will  do  away  with  the  under- 
hand methods  that  are  inherent  in  un- 
restricted rushing. 

"The  most  of  our  indifferent  mate- 
rial," Dean  Field  argued,  "comes  from 
grabbing  the  freshmen  as  they  come 
on  the  campus.  If  you  are  perfectly 
willing  to  take  your  freshmen  and  not 
select  them,  then  well  and  good — take 
them  as  they  come  off  the  train  and 
on  the  campus,  and  you  will  get  a 
fairly  good  cross-section,  and  your 
scholastic  average  will  wobble  around 
the  school  average." 

The  negative  brought  out  these 
points.  If  there  are  abuses  in  the 
present  system  of  rushing,  delay  in 
rushing  and  pledging  will  not  cure 
them.  If  rushing  and  pledging  are 
delayed,  other  undergraduate  organ- 
izations will  profit  at  the  expense  of 
the  fraternities.  Delayed  rushing  and 
pledging  will  prove  injurious  to  the 
freshman,  because  it  is  necessary  that 
some  organized  group  rationalize  the 
whole  procedure  of  college,  which  is 
new  to  the  freshman.  To  delay  his 
pledging  will  deprive  the  freshman  of 
the  home  atmosphere  of  a  fraternity 
house,  the  democratic  discipline  of  the 
fraternity,  and  the  character  molding 
in  the  smallest  possible  organized 
group  you  can  get  upon  the  college 
campus.  Early  initiation  into  a  fra- 
ternity, in  these  days  of  the  enlight- 
ened efforts  of  the  Conference  to  im- 
prove scholarship,  should  not  lower 
scholarship,  but  should  raise  it.  To 
deny  fraternity  membership  to  a 
freshman  for  any  length  of  time  will 
lose  to  the  college  the  one  co-opera- 
tive force  that  is  "college  minded." 
With  deferred  pledging  we  shall  have 
fraternities  of  upper  classmen,  who 
will  be  very  busy  finding  suitable 
material  without  actually  wooing  it, 
and  these  fraternity  men  will  be  guilty 
of   repression,    and   will    suffer   from 
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repressed  desires.  Deferred  pledging 
will  take  time  away  from  the  ritual, 
from  the  concentration  of  the  frater- 
nity man  on  the  ideals  expressed  in 
his  fraternity's  ritual.  Delayed  pledg- 
ing will  be  injurious  to  the  fraternity 
as  a  business  enterprise,  with  all  the 
attendant  evils  of  insufficient  income. 
It  will  result  in  bootlegging  of  fresh- 
men. It  will  brand  the  fraternity  "as 
a  vile  influence  from  which  freshmen 
must  be  shielded."  The  present 
methods  of  rushing  keep  the  freshmen 
from  worrying  for  six  months  or  a 
year  as  to  what  fraternity  he  will 
make. 

The  negative  argument  was  sum- 
marized in  the  words  of  Dr.  Tonsor. 
"Unless,"  he  said,  "you  are  willing 
to  admit  that  the  fundamental  premise 
on  which  this  whole  thing  is  based 
is  that  fraternity  is  fundamentally 
vicious,  you  must  admit  that  the  fra- 
ternity is  good  and  the  longer  the 
freshman  is  under  the  influence  of 
what  that  fraternity  stands  for,  the 
better." 

College  Co-operation  Stressed 

To  graduate  men  with  scholarly 
habits  and  gentlemanly  instincts  is 
the  common  aim  of  both  colleges  and 
fraternities,  said  Arthur  R.  Priest,  ex- 
ecutive secretary  of  Phi  Delta  Theta, 
speaking  before  the  Conference. 

"Reduced  to  the  minimum,"  he 
said,  "the  standard  of  the  college  is 
a  certain  proof  of  intellectual  accom- 
plishment and  the  standard  of  the  fra- 
ternity is  a  certain  proof  of  good 
breeding.  It  seems  clear,  therefore, 
that  the  two — college  and  fraternity 
— although  remaining  true  to  their 
respective  original  purposes,  should 
co-operate  on  the  items  of  scholarship, 
social  training,  and  general  morals." 

To  improve  scholarship,  much 
good  work  has  already  been  done  by 
the  Scholarship  Committee  of  the  In- 
terfraternity  Conference  with  the  co- 
operation of  the  National  Association 


of  College  and  University  Registrars. 
The  three  reports  of  the  Conference 
committee  have  been  the  basis  for 
more  sympathetic  and  intelligent  con- 
sideration of  scholarship  than  has  ever 
before  been  possible.  The  work  al- 
ready done  has  resulted  in  a  real  ef- 
fort on  the  part  of  some  fraternities 
to  improve  their  scholarship  standing. 

"The  two  agencies  should  co-oper- 
ate to  arouse  greater  intellectual  en- 
thusiasm and  create  a  wholesome  re- 
spect for  intellectual  achievement." 

Quoting  Rev.  Bernard  Bell,  War- 
den of  St.  Stephens'  College,  Colum- 
bia University,  Priest  pointed  out  that 
it  is  the  business  of  the  college  to 
produce  men  of  taste  rather  than  in- 
tellectual Hooligans.  He  said  that 
fraternities  can  become  a  potent  ally 
of  the  college  in  cultivation  of  good 
taste  and  the  quiet  graces  of  a  gentle- 
man. Social  training,  he  said,  is  so 
intimately  connected  with  living  con- 
ditions that  the  two  should  be  con- 
sidered together. 

The  chapter  house  and  its  furnish- 
ings should  be  in  good  taste,  and  kept 
clean,  and  university  and  fraternity 
officials  and  alumni  can  co-operate  to 
see  that  proper  standards  of  living  are 
maintained.  The  returning  alumnus, 
too,  should  co-operate  with  the  col- 
lege and  the  chapter  in  upholding  the 
standards  of  the  campus,  not  flout 
his  disregard  of  college  authority. 
College  authorities,  further,  need  to 
see  that  where  students  room,  or  room 
and  board,  in  college  dormitories,  de- 
cency and  order  prevail. 

The  matter  of  general  morals  is 
difficult  to  handle,  but  college  and 
fraternity  can  well  co-operate  to  build 
up  traditions  in  each  chapter  of  right 
conduct  and  genuine  interest  in  the 
best  things  of  its  own  campus,  so  that 
the  chapter  may  become  an  united 
moral  force  and  not  merely  a  group 
of  successful  politicians  and  individual 
campus  performers. 

"Chapters   cannot   develop    proper 
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morals  until  the  silly,  coarse,  and 
oftentimes  dangerous  practices  of  hell 
week  are  abolished.  Surely  men  who 
indulge  in  such  practices  are  far  from 
educated  and  those  responsible  are 
doing  their  unconscious  best  to  defeat 
the  very  purposes  of  fraternal  asso- 
ciation." 

Regional  Organiz.ation 
Progress 

James  Duane  Livingston,  a  past 
president  of  the  Conference,  report- 
ing for  the  Committee  on  Regional 
Organization,  said  that  communica- 
tion was  established  and  maintamed 
during  the  year  with  groups  at  Rich- 
mond, Atlanta,  Minneapolis  and  San 
Francisco,  and  that  in  several  other 
cities  interest  had  been  shown  which 
will  prove  invaluable  when  organiza- 
tion is  undertaken  there  at  some  fu- 
ture date. 

"The  tendency  among  local  groups 
of  alumni,"  said  Mr.  Livingston, 
''seems  to  be  to  devote  their  energy 
almost  exclusively  toward  the  develop- 
ment of  their  own  associations  and 
chapters,  and  of  not  uniting  in  a  com- 
mon cause  until  some  emergency 
arises  which  requires  concerted  ac- 
tion." In  Mr.  Livingston's  opinion, 
the  progress  of  the  past  year  has  been 
substantial  although  not  spectacular. 
Dean  Floyd  Field  of  Georgia  Tech, 
said  that  regional  meetings  in  Atlanta 
had  been  most  helpful  in  establishing 
contact  between  alumni,  undergrad- 
uates, faculty  members  and  college  ad- 
ministrative officers  in  his  section  of 
the  country  and  Dr.  Nate  pointed  out 
that  the  advisability  of  devising  a  plan 
of  national  areas  in  which  a  selected 
group  of  men  would  be  responsible 
for  the  spreading  of  the  Conference's 
program. 

ScHOL.\RSHip  Committee 

Reports 

Mr.    Alvan    E.    Duerr,    who    has 

headed  the  Scholarship  Committee  for 

several  years,  said  in  his  repgrt :   "The 


survey  for  1927-1928,  which  is  rapid- 
ly approaching  completion,  is  showing 
the  result  of  the  greater  interest  that 
many  of  us  are  taking  in  the  scholar- 
ship of  our  members.  Fraternity  aver- 
ages are  improving:  in  1924-1925  fra- 
ternity averages  were  better  than  all 
men's  averages  in  33.3%  of  the  insti- 
tutions covered  by  our  survey;  the  fol' 
lowing  year  in  37%;  last  year  in 
42.9%;  and  this  year,  with  reports 
complete  from  four-fifths  of  the  insti- 
tutions, the  record  stands  at  46.7%. 
When  fraternity  averages  are  better 
than  the  all  men's  averages  in  50% 
of  our  colleges,  a  goal  that  we  seem 
likely  to  reach  during  the  present 
academic  year,  one  more  argument 
against  the  fraternity  system  will  have 
fallen  by  the  wayside.  I  do  not,  how- 
ever, accept  this  achievement  as  an 
ultimate  goal  for  fraternity  men;  for, 
after  all,  the  average  performance  of 
a  large  group  of  men  is  nothing  to 
boast  of. 

"At  present  we  are  interested  in 
the  charge  that  the  scholarship  of  fra- 
ternity men  is  inferior  to  that  of  non- 
fraternity  men.  I  have  analyzed  the 
records  for  last  year  of  twelve  hun- 
dred chapters  of  our  sixty-five  mem- 
bers in  seventy-five  diff^erent  institU' 
tions,  something  over  half  of  their 
total  membership,  taken  without  any 
thought  of  selection,  and  I  find  that 
their  average  rating,  according  to  the 
new  method  of  reducing  all  marking 
systems  to  a  common  denominator,  is 
~.  3 1 ;  which  means  that  if  the  average 
of  all  the  men  of  these  seventy-five 
institutions  is  70,  the  average  of  the 
twelve  hundred  chapters  of  our  mem- 
ber fraternities,  chosen  absolutely  at 
random,  is  exactly  69.767,  hardly 
enough  of  a  diff^erence  to  take  ser- 
iously. 

"Taken  individually,  of  these  twelve 
hundred  chapters,  44%  are  above  the 
men's  average  of  their  institutions, 
and  56%  are  below.  The  curve  of 
scholarship  starts  low  in  New  Eng- 
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land,  where  less  than  one-third  of  our 
chapters  are  above  the  men's  average, 
then  rises  gradually  in  the  Middle  At- 
lantic states,  then  on  to  the  North 
Central;  then  to  the  Pacific  Coast, 
then  to  the  Southern  States,  and 
reaches  its  highest  point  west  of  the 
Mississippi,  where  more  chapters  are 
above  than  below. 

''In  addition  to  the  fact  that  there 
has  been  a  gain  of  3.8%  of  institu- 
tions in  which  fraternity  averages  are 
higher  than  all  men's  averages,  in 
65%  of  the  institutions  that  have  re- 
ported for  last  year  up  to  date  fra- 
ternity averages  are  better  than  they 
were  the  preceding  year,  and  in  37% 
the  margin  of  difference  between 
men's  averages  and  fraternity  aver- 
ages shows  a  gain  for  the  fraterni- 
ties; that  is  the  gap  has  been  widened 
if  the  fraternities  have  been  ahead, 
and  narrowed  if  fraternities  have  been 
behind. 

Dr.  Duerr,  in  expressing  apprecia- 
tion for  the  assistance  given  him  by 
college  officers,  went  on  to  say:  "To 
me  the  gratifying  feature  of  this  is 
that  college  authorities  are  recogniz- 
ing more  and  more  that  the  spirit  of 
the  college  fraternity  is  in  harmony 
with  the  spirit  of  their  institutions, 
and  that  they  may  look  to  us  increas- 
ingly to  work  with  them  to  bring 
about  anything  that  will  advance  the 
common  interests  of  institution  and 
student." 

Summing  up,  Mr.  Duerr  said,  "Our 
committee  has  received  numerous  re- 
quests for  formulated  rules  and  reg- 
ulations covering  this  whole  problem 
of  scholarship.  I  should  class  the  best 
regulations  ever  written  on  the  prob- 
lem with  a  certain  pre-war  definition 
of  an  international  treaty.  Good 
scholarship  is  the  fruit  of  interest  and 
not  of  discipline.  We  can  drive  our 
chapters  to  the  educational  frough, 
but  we  can't  make  them  drink:  for 
that  we  must  create  a  thirst;  and  that 
requires    inspiration,    and    guidance. 


and  leadership,  as  well  as  something 
approaching  an  intellectual  atmos- 
phere. Fundamentally  this  is  the  col- 
lege's problem;  no  real  teacher  need 
ever  to  ask  his  students  to  study;  but 
the  problem  is  getting  out  of  the 
hands  of  our  unwieldly  institutions, 
and  must  be  transferred  to  smaller 
groups,  and  in  part,  at  least,  that 
means  us.  We  must  become  more 
and  more  a  real  factor  in  every  phase 
of  college  life,  merely  to  insure  the 
greatest  benefits  to  our  individual 
members,  and  to  make  fraternity 
membership  of  real  and  permanent 
value  to  them." 

Dinner  Well  Attended 

The  annual  dinner  held  on  the 
evening  of  November  30th  was  well 
attended.  Mr.  Oswald  C.  Hering, 
editor  of  the  Delta  Kappa  Epsilon 
Quarterly,  was  toastmaster,  and  his 
humor  contributed  much  to  the  effec- 
tiveness of  the  meeting. 

Dr.  H.  W.  Chase,  President  of  the 
University  of  North  Carolina,  was  the 
first  speaker.  He  called  attention  to 
the  recent  revival  at  the  National  As- 
sociation of  State  Universities,  of  a 
committee  on  the  group  life  of  col- 
lege students.  These  educators  felt 
that  old  conceptions  have  to  be  re' 
interpreted  in  the  light  of  what  is 
happening  today  to  our  colleges  and 
universities,  with  a  total  enrollment 
of  over  three-quarters  of  a  million 
students. 

"We  live  in  groups,"  Dr.  Chase 
said.  "And  some  of  us  perhaps  feel, 
some  of  us  older  people  particularly, 
that  the  way  of  the  individual  is  a 
little  more  difficult  than  it  used  to 
be  in  the  days  of  smaller  things.  Just 
as  in  this  modern  industrial  and  scien- 
tific civilization  of  ours  co-operation 
and  group  life  have  taken  the  place 
of  the  older  frontier  individualism,  so 
in  our  colleges  and  universities  the 
group,  the  co-operating  and  co-opera- 
tive   group,   is    becoming    more  and 
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more  a  weapon  and  an  instrument 
with  which  all  of  us  must  deal  and 
in  terms  of  which  all  of  us  must 
think." 

Few  of  those  concerned  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  colleges  and  universi- 
ties can  now  know  intimately  any 
large  number  of  individuals,  and  so 
the  group  is  the  important  thing.  The 
time  has  come  when  college  adminis- 
trators and  those  interested  in  frater- 
nities may  well  pool  their  knowledge 
and  see  what  can  be  done  to  try  to 
shape  the  fraternity,  this  important 
and  fundamental  type  of  group  life  in 
our  colleges  and  universities,  in  the 
way  we  want  to  go. 

Former  Congressman  Warren  I. 
Lee,  President  of  Delta  Kappa  Ep- 
silon, speaking  on  "Undergraduate 
Ideals,"  questioned  the  value  of  send- 
ing insincere  youths  to  college,  where, 
he  said,  they  did  nothing  but  waste 
their  parents'  money. 

Dean  Thomas  Arkle  Clark  of  the 
University  of  Illinois,  stated  that  fra- 
ternities serve  a  great  purpose  to  uni- 
versities, and  that  they  had  contribut- 
ed much,  but  that  in  addition  to  hav- 
ing ''the  best  men  on  the  campus," 
they  sometimes  had  the  outstanding 
loafers  for,  in  his  opinion,  fraterni- 
ties offer  opportunities  for  both  sorts 
of  leadership. 

New  Officers  Elected 

The  following  officers  were  unani- 
mously elected:     Chairman,   Clifford 


M.  Swan  (Delta  Upsilon) ;  Vice- 
Chairman,  William  L.  Phillips  (Sig- 
ma Phi  Epsilon) ;  Secretary,  Charles 
W.  Gerstenberg  (Delta  Chi) ;  Treas- 
urer, Alvan  F.  Duerr  (Delta  Tau 
Delta) ;  for  members  of  the  Execu- 
tive Committee,  Class  of  1930,  Louis 
Rouillion  (Delta  Phi);  Oswald  C. 
Hering  (Delta  Kappa  Epsilon),  and 
George  H.  Bruce  (Beta  Theta  Pi). 
W.  Elmer  Ekblaw  (Acacia),  Frank 
W.  Scott  (Alpha  Tau  Omega),  and 
William  M.  Walden  (Alpha  Chi 
Rho),  are  members  of  the  class  of 
1929. 

In  assuming  office.  Chairman  Swan 
gave  the  keynote  of  his  administra- 
tion by  saying:  "The  work  of  the 
Conference  since  its  inception  may 
roughly  be  divided  into  three  periods. 
The  first  was  the  period  of  co-opera- 
tion between  fraternities,  the  getting 
acquainted  with  each  other  stage;  the 
second  was  one  of  investigation,  of 
research  and  recommendation;  and  the 
third  was  the  period  of  construction. 
Now,  I  believe,  we  are  entering  the 
period  of  alliance.  We  must  see  eye 
to  eye  with  college  presidents  and 
deans.  We  must  reach  fraternity 
alumni,  enlisting  them  in  spreading 
the  gospel  of  the  Conference  to  the 
undergraduates  and  we  must  study 
the  activity  side  of  undergraduate  life 
as  we  have  examined  scholarship  so 
that  a  well  rounded  picture  may  be 
had." 


Tramp:     Have  you  a  good  square  meal  for  a  hungry  man,  missus? 
Lady:    Yes,  and  he'll  be  home  presently,  so  you  better  go." 

— U.  of  S.  Calif.  Wampus. 


"Is  that  a  bulldog?" 

"Oh,   my,   no;  it's  a   female!" 

— Iowa  Frivol. 
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^wo  5ig  £ps  on  theUictorious  (California 
(^rew  at  Olympics 


By  Robert  Gann 

California  Alpha 


^TT^HEN  the  remarkable  University 
C  I  f  of  California  crew,  after  clean- 
ing up  everything  in  this  coun- 
try, represented  the  United  States  last 
summer  in  the  Olympics  at  Amster- 
dam there  were  two  Sig  Eps  on  it, 
one  of  them  a  co-captain.  They  were 
Co-Captain  Alvin  Rylander  and  Hu- 
bert Caldwell,  both  members  of  Cali- 
fornia Alpha. 

Captain  Alvin  Rylander  registered 
from  Flathead  county,  Montana,  in 
1923,  a  husky  but  awkward  fresh- 
man. He  turned  out  for  crew  that 
year  and  made  the  first  year  boat 
which  defeated  Washington.  During 
the  ne.xt  two  years  he  rowed  regularly 
in  the  races  at  No.  5.  Although  at 
the  beginning  he  was  slow  in  round- 


ing into  form,  he  always  pulled  a 
powerful  oar.  By  the  end  of  the 
1927  season  he  had  combined  form 
and  power  to  such  an  extent  as  to  be 
selected  by  Ed  Leader  of  Yale  for 
No.  5  position  on  his  all-American 
crew. 

Last  year  Rylander  started  out  reg- 
ularly at  his  old  position  and  rowed 
there  in  the  California-Washington 
race,  gaining  the  unusual  distinction 
of  having  been  on  two  crews  victor- 
ious over  the  northeners.  He  was 
elected  co-captain  with  Carol  Dressier 
by  his  comrades  in  recognition  of  his 
service  and  spirit.  But  just  before  the 
Poughkeepsie  regatta  he  was  suddenly 
taken  ill,  preventing  him  from  rowing 
in  the  race.    California  won,  and  it 


California    Crew   Winning    World    Championship 
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was  this  winning  combination  that 
Coach  Ebright  used  for  the  remainder 
of  the  races,  Captain  Rylander  being 
forced  to  play  the  role  of  substitute. 

Hubert  Caldwell  is  an  example  of 
what  can  be  done  by  heeding  that 
old  adage,  ''If  at  first  you  don't  suc- 
ceed, try  .  .  ."  He  tried  out  for 
the  freshman  crew  and  fell  short  of 
making  it.  So  he  determined  to  turn 
his  energies  toward  dramatics,  and  as 
a  sophomore  he  spent  his  efforts  in 
that  direction,  attaining  success  and 
gaining  the  leads  in  a  few  of  the 
school  plays. 

As  a  junior  he  was  persuaded  to 
take  one  more  try  at  crew.  He  started 
in  the  fourth  boat.  Each  week 
marked  his  progress  upward.  He 
reached  the  junior  varsity,  then  be- 
came substitute  for  the  first  crew,  and 
finally,  just  before  the  race  on  Lake 
Washington,   he   was   placed   in    the 


first  boat  at  No.  7.  That  marked  the 
beginning,  for  from  then  on  Caldwell 
rowed  in  every  one  of  the  remarkable 
races  turned  in  by  the  Blue  and  Gold 
crew.  Caldwell  has  an  enormous 
reach  and  is  a  superbly  finished  oars- 
man with  an  unusually  long  stroke. 

The  California  crew  last  year,  it 
must  be  remembered,  hung  up  the 
most  remarkable  record  in  the  history 
of  the  sport.  It  broke  the  Pough- 
keepsie  record  by  nearly  twenty  sec- 
onds; broke  the  Schuylkill  record  and 
finished  with  a  new  Olympic  record 
and  world  championship,  after  having 
won  from  all  comers  at  races  varying 
in  length  from  2000  meters  to  four 
miles. 

It  was  the  terrifc  power  of  the 
crew  which  swept  it  through  to  vic- 
tory, for  in  practically  every  race  it 
rowed  at  a  lower  rate  than  did  its 
competitors. 


Roy  Riegels  Inadvertently  becomes  ^est- 
Known  football  Tlayer  in  c$^merica 


©HERE  are  compensations  for  all 
things.  At  least,  Roy  Riegels, 
California  Alpha,  may  so  feel 
following  his  ill-starred  dash  down 
the  field  to  his  own  goal  in  the  Geor- 
gia Tech-California  New  Year's  Day 
game  at  the  Pasadena  bowl,  now 
known  to  every  person  in  the  coun- 
try who  knows  that  there  is  such  a 
game  as  football.  Prior  to  the  game 
no  one  besides  Pacific  coast  sport  fans 
and  Sig  Eps  who  follow  the  All-Sip 
Ep  selections  had  ever  heard  of  Roy 
Riegels.  Today  he  is  known  through- 
out sportdom — and  anything  but  un- 
favorably. 

There  were  sports  scribes  on  the 
evening  after  the  game  who  referred 
to  the  much  discussed  play  as  a  "prize 
boner."    A  day  or  two  elapsed  and 


sports  writers,  football  players,  coach- 
es and  authorities  throughout  the 
country  began  discussing  this  and  sim- 
ilar events  in  articles  that  literally 
occupied  columns  of  space.  And 
while  all  agreed  that  it  was  an  error, 
a  most  unfortunate  mistake,  it  was 
an  easily  understandable  one.  And 
the  country  began  to  take  cognizance 
of  the  kind  of  a  game  Riegels  had 
played. 

If  anyone  had  occasion  to  condemn 
Riegels  one  would  think  it  would  be 
his  coach.  What  did  Coach  Price 
say  about  it?     He  said: 

"Certainly  I  was  amazed  when  I 
saw  Riegels  running  in  the  wrong  di- 
rection. I  took  off  my  hat,  jumped 
on  it  and  ruined  it.  But  I'm  not 
blaming  the  boy,  nor  do  I  want  his 
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future  hurt  by  the  play.  It  might 
have  happened  to  any  of  us.  Riegels 
is  the  smartest  boy  on  my  squad.  Also 
he  is  one  of  the  fastest;  that's  why 
Lorn  could  not  over  take  him  until 
he  had  reached  the  goal  line.  I 
yanked  him  immediately  because  I 
figured  he  had  been  hurt,  but  he 
came  to  the  bench  and  was  terribly 
dejected,  saying  he  believed  this 
would  ruin  his  life.  I  told  him  non- 
sense. I  look  for  him  to  be  the  out- 
standing player  of  the  Pacific  coast 
next  year.  He  played  marvelously  in 
the  second  half.'" 

Note  that  "Riegels  is  the  smartest 
boy  on  my  squad."  And  don't  class 
his  mistake  as  a  ''boner"  but  take  his 
own  statement  for  it: 

"I  was  running  toward  the  side 
lines,  if  you  remember,  and  when  I 
picked  up  the  ball  I  started  to  turn 
to  my  left  toward  Tech's  goal.  Some- 
body shoved  me  and  I  bounced  right 
into  a  tough  tackier.  In  pivoting  to 
get  away  from  him  I  completely  lost 
my  bearings.  Two  or  three  of  my 
teammates  were  around  me  giving  me 
interference.  I  was  trying  to  squirm 
out  of  a  nest  of  tacklers,  and  did  so, 
and  began  shooting  for  the  two  goal 
posts  I  saw  looming  ahead  of  me.  I 
wasn't  out  of  my  head  at  all  and  I 
hadn't  been  hurt.  I  think  I  showed 
that  when  I  came  back  in  the  second 
half  and  played  through." 

Coach   Price   has   made   the   state- 


ment that  Riegels  played  a  better 
game  than  any  other  lineman  during 
the  second  half,  in  face  of  his  chagrin 
in  putting  his  team  at  a  handicap. 

One  after  another  sports  authori- 
ties have  risen  up  to  say  that  Roy 
Riegels  IS  a  great  football  player,  that 
he  has  not  been  guilty  of  making  a 
simply  dumb  play,  that  one  of  the 
viccissitudes  of  the  game  beset  him 
and  adventitiously  what  might  easily 
have  been  a  brilliant  and  winning 
play  resulted  in  a  misfortune  for  the 
California  team. 

It  has  blown  over  now- — in  fact  ex- 
cept for  the  interest  that  attached  to 
that  particular  game  it  would  have 
gone  unnoticed  nationally.  But  one 
thing  is  certain:  it  would  be  hard  to 
find  a  person  who  has  not  heard  of 
Roy  Riegels.  And  among  that  mul- 
titude, since  the  matter  has  been 
thoroughly  threshed  out,  it  would  be 
hard  to  find  men  who  have  other  than 
high  commendation  for  the  ability  and 
standing  of  Riegels  on  the  football 
field.  They  know — everyone  knows 
— that  the  captain-elect  of  the  Cali- 
fornia team  made  an  error — a  very 
human  thing  to  do — but  they  also 
know  that  it  is  the  kind  of  error  that 
any  player  might  make  and  while 
more  costly  to  his  team  is,  among 
football  authorities,  less  to  be  con- 
demned than  the  ill-chosen  play  of  a 
quarterback  that  goes  wholly  un- 
noticed and  unmentioned. 


The  absent-minded  professor  has  nothing  on  the  absent-minded 
business  man  who  kissed  his  wife  and  then  started  to  dictate 
a   letter. — Boston   Beanpot. 


He:     Fve  had  this  car  for  years  and   never  had   a  wreck. 

She:    You  mean  you've  had  this  wreck  for  years  and  never  had  a  car. 

— Drexerd. 
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^^SKe  Troblem  of  5cholarship 

By  Alvan  E.  Duerr 

Delta  Tau  Delta 

Chairman  of  Committee  on  Scholarship  of  Interfraternity  Conference. 


I  SHOULD  class  the  best  reg- 
ulations ever  written  on  the 
problem  (of  scholarship)  with 
a  certain  pre-war  definition  of  an  in- 
ternational treaty.  For  good  scholar- 
ship is  the  fruit  of  interest,  and  not 
of  discipline.  We  can  drive  our  chap- 
ters to  the  educational  trough,  but 
we  can't  make  them  drink;  for  that 
we  must  create  a  thirst;  and  that  re- 
quires inspiration,  and  guidance,  and 
leadership,  as  well  as  something  ap- 
proaching an  intellectual  atmosphere. 
Fundamentally  this  is  the  college's 
problem:  no  real  teacher  need  ever 
to  ask  his  student  to  study;  but  the 
problem  is  getting  out  of  the  hands 
of  our  unwieldly  institutions,  and 
must  be  transferred  to  smaller  groups, 
and  in  part,  at  least,  that  means  us. 
We  must  become  more  and  more  a 
real-  factor  in  every  phase  of  college 
life,  merely  to  insure  the  greatest 
benefits  to  our  individual  members, 
and  to  make  fraternity  memberships 
of  real  and  permanent  value  to  them. 
Delta  Chi  has  this  year  been  mak- 
ing an  experiment  at  Iowa  that  seems 
to  me  to  point  to  the  only  real  solu- 
tion of  this  problem  of  undergraduate 
scholarship.  They  have  placed  a 
tutor  in  their  chapter  house,  and  the 
whole  problem  is  in  his  hands.  By 
tutor  is  not  meant  an  instructor  or 
disciplinarian,  but  a  reasonably  ma- 
ture member  of  the  college  faculty 
who  shall  be  an  advisor  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  chapter,  who  shall  by 
force  of  his  own  enthusiasm  and  in- 
terest open  the  eyes  of  our  under- 
graduates to  the  possibilities  of  a  col- 
lege course,  who  shall  by  means  of 


a  dynamic  personality  shift  the  em- 
phasis in  the  chapter  house  somewhat 
from  athletics  and  ''dates"  to  things 
of  the  mind  and  spirit,  who  shall  help 
them  to  see  before  it  is  too  late  the 
practical  relations  between  college 
training  and  subsequent  efficiency 
and  happiness.  This  would  merely 
be  the  English  tutorial  system  in  mod- 
ified form,  and  much  of  the  English 
culture  is  owed  to  this  system.  Mass 
production  will  never  succeed  in  edu- 
cation. You  remember  Garfield's  de- 
finition of  a  university,  which  was 
only  another  way  of  saying  that  an 
education  is  merely  the  effect  on  an 
individual  of  a  great  personality  em- 
boyding  great  ideas  and  great  ideals. 
Harvard  has  just  announced  her  in- 
tention of  coming  back  to  the  indi- 
vidual in  education. 

I  believe  that  if  we  should  make 
of  our  chapters  small  units  revolving 
about  a  real  personality  that  was 
vitally  interested  in  all  that  youth  and 
education  stand  for,  the  college  fra- 
ternity would  come  into  its  own  as 
it  has  never  done  before.  I  am  not 
suggesting  that  we  make  an  educa- 
tional annex  of  our  chapters,  merely 
that  we  do  more  to  create  an  atmos- 
phere that  is  in  closer  harmony  with 
the  fundamental  purposes  of  a  college 
education.  The  results  would  be  of 
untold  benefit  to  our  members.  Those 
of  you  who  read  last  May  the  article 
by  Walter  S.  Gifi^ord,  president  of 
the  American  Telephone  and  Tele- 
graph Company,  on  Does  Business 
Want  Scholars?  know  that  business 
is  beginning  to  demand  a  mental  hue 
to  a  college  diploma.     Therefore  we 


(Excerpt    from    Report    at    Interfraternity    Conference,    1928) 
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do  need  to  consider  this  matter  ser' 
iously  for  our  undergraduates. 

You  will  at  once  raise  the  objec- 
tion of  great  expense  involved,  be- 
cause the  plan  calls  for  the  unusual 
man  rather  than  the  average  young 
college  instructor.  I  believe  that  most 
fathers  would  consider  $50  to  $100 
a  year  well  spent  on  any  form  of  in- 
surance that  their  boys  would  get  real 
guidance  and  inspiration  from  inti- 
mate contact  with  a  real  personality 
whose  great  interest  it  was  to  help 
them  to  get  infinitely  more  out  of  his 
college  course  than  most  of  them  are 
getting  now.  And  if  there  were  on 
the  faculty  no  member  of  our  own 
fraternity  who  could  serve  in  such 
capacity,  I  imagine  that  it  would  take 
only  a  year  or  two  of  positive  results 
from  such  a  group  of  tutors  before 
college  authorities  would  willingly  co- 


operate with  our  chapters  by  giving 
academic  recognition  to  any  man  who 
was  contributing  definitely  to  the 
work  of  the  institution. 

I  hope  that  this  experiment  will 
be  given  a  good  trial  by  a  number 
of  our  members  in  different  sections 
of  the  country,  especially  by  several 
fraternities  in  the  same  institution.  It 
seems  to  me  to  have  definite  promise. 
We  must,  however,  choose  our  men 
with  the  utmost  care.  As  I  have 
watched  young  instructors  in  chapter 
houses  it  has  seemed  to  me  that  too 
many  of  them  attempted  to  popular- 
ize themselves  and  the  minimum  that 
they  must  stand  for  by  coming  down 
to  the  level  of  the  undergraduate  in- 
stead of  giving  the  undergraduate  a 
vision  of  something  infinitely  finer 
and  more  worthwhile  than  anything 
he  has  yet  caught  sight  of. 


Kansas  Qamma  (Chapter  ^ouse  Under 
(Construction  T)estroyed  hy  ^ire 


By  Dr.  H.  X.  Dolen 

Kansas  Gamma 


^ir^ITH  the  chapter  house  of  Kan- 
r  I  J  sas  Gamma  in  course  of  con- 
struction, entirely  enclosed, 
roofed  and  completion  in  sight,  the 
structure  was  destroyed  by  fire  on 
December  22nd,  leaving  only  a  frag- 
ment of  the  walls  and  with  heaps  of 
debris  to  impede  the  work  of  recon- 
struction. Immediate  plans  were 
made  to  again  undertake  the  work 
and  the  same  plans  will  be  followed 
in  erecting  the  chapter  house  which, 
it  is  expected,  will  be  finished  by  late 
in  the  spring. 

The  cause  of  the  fire  is  unknown 
^^  it  occurred  at  a  time  when  most 
all  of  the  active  members  were  out 
of  town  for  the  holidays.     The  build- 


ing was  nearing  completion  and  it 
had  been  expected  that  the  chapter 
would  move  in  at  the  beginning  of 
the  second  semester.  It  is  now  hoped 
that  the  house  will  be  available  for 
occupancy  some  time  in  April. 

The  house  was  being  constructed 
by  Gus  Rau,  Kansas  Gamma,  a  Kan- 
sas City,  Missouri,  contractor.  The 
best  of  materials  had  gone  into  the 
building  and  close  attention  had  been 
given  the  refinements  of  construction 
to  assure  the  best  of  accommodations, 
facilities  and  conveniences.  With 
steel  tanks  for  showers,  built-in  ward- 
robes and  dressers,  an  unique  system 
of  bells  for  the  dining  room,  a  press- 
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ing  room  and  many  other  features, 
the  Kansas  Gamma  house  was  to  have 
been — and  will  be  under  the  recon- 
struction— one  of  the  most  complete 
fraternity  houses  at  the  University  of 
Kansas. 


was  started  at  once  and  construction 
is  now  making  rapid  progress. 

Kansas  Gamma's  plans  for  a  house 
have  seen  rapid  fruition.  Installed  in 
1923,  in  but  a  few  years  this  chap- 
ter had  started  the  erection  of  a  fine 


Kansas   Gamma    Chapter   House — Before    and    After    the    Disastrous    Fire. 


The  disaster  was  a  shock  to  all  of 
those  interested  in  the  enterprise.  Im- 
mediately after  the  news  was  known 
a  meeting  was  had  and  plans  made 
for  again  starting  the  work.  The 
structure,  it  was  found,  had  been  kept 
fully  insured  as  it  progressed,  except 
for  which  a  financial  disaster  would 
have  ensued.     The  work  of  salvage 


home,  attesting  what  can  be  done  by 
a  chapter  that  sets  its  heart  upon 
such  a  goal.  This  is  the  first  instance 
in  which  any  chapter  house  of  Sigma 
Phi  Epsilon,  in  course  of  construction, 
has  been  destroyed  by  fire  and  it  is 
considered  most  fortunate  that  fore- 
sight was  used  in  keeping  the  struc- 
ture properly  insured. 


'What's   the   charge    for   this  battery?" 

'Three   amperes." 

'Well,  how  much  is  that  in   American   money?" 

—Black  i^  Blue  Jay. 
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<SK  Logical  Trocedure  jor  the  grection  of 
cA  New  (Chapter  ^ouse 

By  a.  p.  Dippold 

'H.ew  Yor\  Beta 
Advisory  Architect  to  Sigma  Phi  Epsilon 

Editor's  Hole — Brother  Dippold  will  gladly  furnish  any  additional 
advice,  or  detailed  information  concerning  planning  and  costs, 
to  any  chapter  contemplating  the  erection  of  a  new  chapter  house. 


^^s^HE  first  step  in  preparing  for 
C^)  the  erection  of  a  new  chapter 
^^^   house,    is   to   have   a   building 
committee    appointed,    consisting    of 
about  five  alumni  members,  to  include, 
preferably,  a  realtor,  a  banker,  a  con- 
tractor, a  lawyer  and  a  former  active 
chapter  house  manager.     To  avoid  a 
mistake   which    so   many    committees 
have  made,  the  committee  should  not 
attempt  to  purchase  a  lot  for  the  pro- 
posed house  as  its  first  act,  without 
previously  having  engaged  an  archi- 
tect.    It  will  be  noted  that  the  writer 
has  purposely  omitted  an  architect  as 
one  of  the  members  of  the  committee. 
The  architect  to  whom  is  to  be  en- 
trusted the  planning  and  erection  of 
the  house,  must  be  the  best  procur- 
able.    He  need  not  necessarily  be  a 
member  of  the  same  fraternity,  but 
one  who  at  least  has  a  reputation  for 
building  fraternity  houses  which  are 
satisfactory    in    every    respect.     The 
committee   with     the    counsel   of   its 
architect,  may  then  carefully  deliber- 
ate over  all  questions  before  rendering 
final  decisions,  after  having  received 
advice    from    the    realtor    regarding 
available  lots — from  the  lawyer,  legal 
advice — from    the    banker,    financial 
data — from  the   contractor,   informa- 
tion as  to  the  available  local  building 
materials,  the  cost  of  same,  applica- 
tion of  the  local  building  ordinances 
— from  the  former  chapter  house  man- 
l|l?;  suggestions  as  to  the  number  of 
men  to    be    housed,   the    assessment 
charges  per  man,  whether  the  house 
should  be  of  the  top-story  dormitory 


type  or  with  unit  bedrooms,  or  a  semi- 
combination  of  the  two  types;  one, 
two  or  three  men  study  rooms; 
whether  or  not  a  chapter  room,  ma- 
tron's suite,  alumni  suite  or  servants' 
quarters  are  required;  all  of  which 
advices  are  to  be  based  on  his  ex- 
periences gained  as  an  active  chapter 
house  manager,  and  his  judgment  as 
to  the  most  feasible  systems  to  be 
adopted  for  the  proposed  new  house. 
With  such  a  committee  to  work  with, 
advising  the  architect  upon  every 
phase  to  be  considered,  the  latter  then 
is  in  a  position  to  render  his  most 
useful  service. 

The  fees  to  be  charged  by  the  archi- 
tect should  be  in  accordance  with 
those  established  by  the  American  In- 
stitute of  Architects,  which  the  com- 
mittee will  find  reasonable  and  just 
for  the  entire  service  to  be  rendered 
by  the  architect,  including  the  selec- 
tion of  site,  preparation  of  prelim- 
inary sketches,  final  plans,  specifica- 
tions and  supervision  of  the  erection 
of  the  building,  and  the  issuance  of 
certificates  of  payments  to  the  con- 
tractors. 

Using  the  suggestions  as  to  avail- 
able lots,  local  building  materials  and 
costs,  type  of  house  most  suitable, 
and  proper  financial  and  legal  advice, 
the  architect  may  prepare  some  ten- 
tative sketches  adaptable  to  the  sev- 
eral sites  obtainable. 

The  committee,  upon  the  advice  of 
the  architect,  may  then  proceed  to 
select  the  lot,  taking  into  account  the 
price  of  the  lot,  its  location,  the  cost 
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of  the  house,  type  of  construction, 
and  the  style  of  architecture.  Of 
course,  it  is  to  be  assumed  that  the 
committee  will  acquaint  itself  with  the 
location  of  a  lot  as  related  to  its  prox- 
imity to  the  university  campus,  trans' 
portation,  present  neighboring  frater- 
nity houses;  but  most  important  of 
all,  endeavor  to  use  good  judgment 
as  to  whether  or  not  the  location  to 
be  chosen  will  be  consistent  with  the 
probable  future  directional  growth  of 
the  university,  and  whether  or  not 
the  chapter  house  will  be  located 
within  as  a  desirable  fraternity  group 
in,  say,  ten  or  fifteen  years  hence,  as 
it  appears  at  present.  In  other  words, 
it  will  be  a  regrettable  mistake  if  the 
committee  chooses  a  site  amid  a  group 
of  fraternities  in  old  houses,  which 
may  be  abandoned  in  a  comparatively 
few  years,  for  new  homes  in  an  en- 
tirely new  district. 

It  should  be  needless  to  mention, 
that  a  house  designed  in  a  certain 
style  of  architecture  will  not  be  suit- 
able on  any  kind  of  lot.  In  closely- 
built  localities  where  lots  are  small 
and  expensive,  the  same  style  of  house 
should  not  be  erected  as  would  be 
in  keeping  with  a  locality  where  the 
houses  are  widely  separated  on  lots 
of  large  areas.  Low  flat  lots  require 
a  style  different  from  those  which 
are  on  a  knoll,  or  on  a  hillside,  or 
along  a  water  frontage.  The  exterior 
elevation  designs  most  appropriate  to 
the  site,  should  be  left  entirely  to  the 
judgment  of  the  architect,  after  he 
has  been  informed  by  the  committee 
as  to  the  desirability  of  the  location 
in  relation  to  the  university  campus 
and  its  probable  future.  An  archi- 
tect, if  given  an  opportunity  of  vis- 
ualizing the  possibilities  of  several 
sites,  will  be  better  able  to  choose  the 
most  appropriate  lot  for  the  right  kind 
of  a  chapter  house,  than  a  commit- 
tee of  laymen.  It  should  be  quite 
evident  that  inasmuch  as  a  commit- 
tee must  necessarily  choose  an  archi- 


tect to  prepare  the  plans,  sooner  or 
later,  it  certainly  is  an  advantage  to 
select  the  architect  sooner  and  obtain 
the  benefit  of  his  judgment  in  choos- 
ing the  most  advantageous  site.  The 
committee  should  not  be  influenced  by 
a  comparatively  small  difference  in  the 
price  of  lots  and  decide  to  buy  a  cer- 
tain one  just  because  it  may  be  a 
thousand  dollars  or  so  cheaper,  where- 
as another  may  be  purchased  at  a 
slight  increase  in  cost,  but  far  more 
attractive  for  a  chapter  house. 

TF  the  financing  of  a  fire-proof  house 
can  be  satisfactorily  arranged,  it  is 
without  question  the  most  economical 
over  a  period  of  years,  besides  giving 
more  protection  to  the  lives  of  the 
occupants.  The  insurance  rates  will 
be  lower,  and  the  maintenance  and 
general  repairs  will  be  minimized. 
However,  if  a  fireproof  house  is  not 
to  be  considered,  then  at  least,  the 
committee  should,  if  possible,  provide 
the  necessary  funds  to  build  a  house 
of  semi-fireproof  construction,  using 
fireproof  enclosures  around  the  stair- 
ways, boiler  and  coal  rooms,  metal 
floor  joists,  and  metal  lath  and  plas- 
ter. The  question  of  providing  suf- 
ficient funds  for  either  a  fireproof  or 
a  semi-fireproof  house  is  entirely  for 
the  committee  to  decide,  because  the 
architect  can  only  urge  the  selection 
of  either  of  these  types,  but  must  nec- 
essarily abide  by  the  committee's  de- 
cision. 

Too  often  a  chapter  is  anxious  to 
build  a  new  house,  but  its  financial 
assets  are  insufficient  for  the  proper 
type  of  construction  and  size  of  house, 
complete  in  every  respect,  for  its  re- 
quirements. Instead  of  postponing 
the  erection  of  the  house  until  such 
time  as  it  may  better  afford  the  right 
kind,  the  chapter  makes  a  serious  mis- 
take if  it  builds  a  cheaply  constructed 
and  smaller  house  just  within  its  pres- 
ent means.  Neither  should  it  con- 
template  the   immediate   construction 
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of  an  expensive  house  when  a  httle 
foresight  will  indicate  to  the  chapter 
that  it  will  have  to  raise  the  assess- 
ments so  high  it  will  have  difficulty 
in  competing  with  the  fraternities 
which  are  in  a  better  financial  situa- 
tion, requiring  lower  assessments. 

Competing  with  well-housed  frater- 
nities when  a  chapter  has  a  shabby 
house  is  embarrassing.  But  upon  care- 
ful investigation  it  will  sometimes  be 
found  that  a  new  chapter  house  is 
not  beyond  the  realm  of  possibilities. 
The  chapter  may  have  either  enough 
money  or  enough  of  an  equity  in  the 
present  house  that,  with  a  good-sized 
first  mortgage  and  the  proceeds  from 
second  mortgage  bonds  to  be  sold  the 
alumni,  local  merchants  and  friends 
of  the  chapter,  will  enable  it  to  pur- 
chase a  lot  and  erect  a  house  which, 
when  ultimately  completed,  will  meet 
the  chapter's  requirements.  The  chap- 
ter should  plan  on  the  ultimate  future 
and  not  on  the  immediate  future. 
Rather  than  attempt  to  erect  a  small 
and  inadequate  house,  unsuitable  for 
later  years,  plans  should  be  made  for 
a  house  of  the  proper  size  even  if 
many  details  remain  to  be  completed 
in  the  future.  Commence  with  bare 
necessities  that  can  be  covered  by 
available  funds.  Omit  luxuries  and 
items  that  may  be  added  from  time 
to  time  as  the  future  income  will 
permit. 

Among  the  luxuries  and  miscellan- 
eous items  that  may  be  omitted,  may 
be  included  the  chapter  room;  cement 
floors  in  the  basement;  tile  walls  in 
the  showers  and  lavatory  rooms;  tile 
or  slate  roof  for  which  temporary 
wooden  or  slate  shingles  may  be  sub- 
stituted; decorating  of  plastered  walls 
(instructing  the  workmen  to  keep  the 
walls  clean  during  the  construction  of 
the  building) ;  less  expensive  lighting 
fixtures  (to  be  replaced  later,'  per- 
haps, with  a  better  grade) ;  plated 
hardware  in  place  of  solid  bronze; 
wood   frame  and  black  wire  screens 


in  place  of  metal  frames  and  copper 
wire;  one  coat  of  varnish  on  the  in- 
terior woodwork  (the  second  coat  to 
be  applied  later) ;  terrace  and  mar- 
quise, if  any,  to  be  constructed  later; 
landscaping  and  tennis  courts,  if  any, 
to  be  deferred. 

Economy  may  be  effected,  by  pur- 
chasing less  expensive  furniture,  rugs, 
draperies,  for,  regardless  of  initial 
cost  for  a  better  quality,  these  items 
will  necessarily  have  to  be  replaced 
eventually  anyhow.  The  complete 
furnishing  of  the  alumni  and  matron's 
rooms  may  be  postponed,  purchasing 
only  the  actual  necessities  at  first, 
gradually  adding  more^ikewise.  in 
the  living  room,  dining  room,  card 
room,  study  rooms,  etc.  By  adopting 
this  procedure,  the  chapter  will  have 
the  proper  size  house,  with  ample- 
sized  rooms,  although  not  complete  in 
equipment.  It  will  be  within  the 
chapter's  financial  means,  and  the  lat- 
ter will  have  a  house  in-so-far  as  size 
is  concerned,  as  large  as  the  chapter 
should  have,  rather  than  a  smaller 
house  (though  completely  equipped) 
which  will,  after  a  few  years,  be  dis- 
appointing and  otherwise  out  of  har- 
mony with  the  chapter's  anticipated 
progress  in  social  activities. 

The  committee  should  decide  as  to 
a  choice  between  the  dormitory,  semi- 
dormitory  and  the  unit  bedroom  typ^ 
for  sleepii7g  accommodations;  and  be- 
tween the  one,  two  or  three  men 
study  rooms.  The  decisions  should 
be  based  upon  the  advice  of  the  house 
manager  member  of  the  committee, 
after  having  given  due  consideration 
to  the  differences  in  costs  of  construc- 
tion for  each  type,  and  the  estimated 
necessary  pro-rated  assessments  to  be 
levied.  The  dormitory  type,  with 
sleeping  quarters  on  the  top  story,  and 
study  rooms  on  the  lower  stories,  is 
of  course  cheaper  than  any  of  the 
others;  and  it  is  obvious  that  the  total 
cost  of  the  building  is  less  if  the  study 
rooms  are  designed  to  accommodate 
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three  men  in  place  of  two.  If  the 
committee  chooses  to  build  a  fireproof 
house,  it  may  be  a  deciding  factor 
to  adopt  the  top  story  dormitory  plan, 
with  three  men  to  each  study,  in  or- 
der to  stay  within  its  cost  allowance 
for  the  completed  structure.  This 
perhaps  would  be  better  than  to  build 
the  house  of  ordinary  combustible 
construction,  with  unit  bedrooms,  and 
two  men  to  each  study.  The  latter 
would  probably  be  preferred  by  the 
boys,  sacrificing  the  fireproof  advan- 
tages, even  though  the  total  cost  for 
the  house  will  be  about  the  same  as 
that  in  the  former  suggestion. 

After  the  lot  has  been  selected,  and 
a  final  decision  reached  as  to  the  kind 
of  construction,  place  of  sleeping 
quarters,  and  number  of  study  rooms, 
and  amount  of  money  to  be  expended, 
then  the  remainder  of  the  project 
should  be  left  entirely  to  the  good 
judgment  of  the  architect.  If  the 
committee  has  chosen  the  most  cap- 
able architect  available,  then  the  mem- 
bers of  the  fraternity  may  rest  as- 
sured that  the  architect  will  design 
the  proper  size  living  room,  dining 
room,  kitchen,  card  room,  trophy 
room,  solarium,  shower  and  toilet 
rooms,  study  rooms,  closets,  sleeping 
quarters,  and  everything  else  that 
should  be  proportionate  to  the  basic 
number  of  men  to  be  accommodated. 
The  heating,  plumbing  and  electrical 
requirements  will  likewise  be  decided 
by  the  architect.  The  structural  de- 
tails and  designs  of  the  exterior  are 
naturally  the  function  of  the  architect. 

TTPON  completion  of  the  plans  and 
specifications,  competitive  bids 
should  be  requested  from  only  relia- 
ble contractors — preferably  separate 
bids  from  masons,  carpenters,  plaster- 
ers, painters,  electrical,  plumbing  and 
heating  contractors;  and  separate  bids 
on  such  miscellaneous  portions  as,  for 
instance,  steel,  glazing,  tile,  sheet 
metal,  roofing,  lighting  fixtures,  hard- 


ware, etc.  By  obtaining  competitive 
bids  from  all  of  the  various  trades, 
rather  than  from  a  general  contractor, 
it  is  apparent  that  at  least  the  general 
contractor's  percentage  of  profit 
would  be  saved,  which  is  customary 
for  a  general  contractor  to  add  to 
each  of  the  sub-contractors'  bids.  The 
saving  of  a  general  contractor's  per- 
centage of  profit  is  usually  sufficient 
to  pay  the  architect's  fee.  Of  course 
it  requires  more  of  the  architect's 
time  to  handle  so  many  separate  con- 
tractors, but  most  architects  usually 
prefer  to  be  in  a  position  whereby 
they  will  have  direct  control  over 
each  trade,  rather  than  indirectly 
through  a  general  contractor.  The 
workmanship  and  materials  furnished 
under  separate  contracts  are  usually 
of  better  quality.  There  is  less  pos- 
sibility of  the  filing  of  mechanics'  liens 
when  the  architect  is  in  a  position  to 
issue  certificates  of  payments  direct  to 
the  various  contractors,  than  if  paid 
to  a  general  contractor. 

In  awarding  contracts,  the  commit- 
tee should  make  all  its  decisions  based  - 
on  the  usual  cautions  and  strict  prin- 
ciples of  good  business  policies,  tak- 
ing into  consideration  which  bidders 
are  reliable,  trustworthy  and  fully 
equipped  to  complete  their  respective 
portions  of  work  in  a  satisfactory  and 
efficient  manner,  without  any  unnec- 
essary delays.  Contractors  who  are 
fraternity  brothers  may  be  given  an 
opportunity  to  submit  bids,  but  the 
committee  should  not  sacrifice  business 
principles  for  the  sake  of  fraternity 
sentiment,  and  later  be  regretful. 

In  conclusion  the  writer  desires  to 
call  attention  to  the  fact  that  he  has 
expressed  opinions  concerning  the 
proper  relations  between  a  building 
committee  and  an  architect,  with  the 
functions  of  each  stipulated,  which  he 
believes  will  bring  about  the  best  re- 
sults for  the  chapters,  taking  all  view- 
points under  advisement.  It  will  be 
noted  that  no  attempt  has  been  made 
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to  suggest  the  minimum  and  maxi- 
mum dimensions  of  any  room,  num- 
ber of  plumbing  fixtures,  based  on  the 
number  of  men  in  the  house,  etc.,  be- 
cause these  are  so  variable  and  en- 
tirely dependent  upon  many  other 
basic  factors,  that  no  definite  figures 
should  be  suggested  in  an  article  of 
this  nature.  Furthermore,  these  mat- 
ters should  be  left  to  the  discretion 
of  the  architect. 

If  the  members  of  a  building  com- 
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mittee  will  keep  in  mind  that  they 
should  act  in  an  advisory  capacity  to 
guide  the  architect,  leaving  to  him  all 
final  decisions,  it  is  the  writer's  opin- 
ion that  the  final  results  to  be  ob- 
tamed  will  be  much  more  satisfactory, 
rather  than  for  the  committee  to  as- 
sume a  dictatorial  attitude  without 
leaving  any  leeway  for  the  architect 
to  exercise  his  judgment  gained  from 
years  of  experience. 


gxecutive  (Committee  to  (Consider  Question 
o/5tudent  Loans  from  Endowment  ^und 


[HOULD  Sigma  Phi  Epsilon  use 
its  endowment  fund  not  only 
for  the  purpose  of  making 
loans  on  chapter  houses  but  to  aid 
worthy  upper  class  Sig  Eps  who  are 
in  need  of  money  with  which  to  com- 
plete their  college  courses?  That  is 
the  question  that  has  been  propound- 
ed to  the  Executive  Committee  and 
which  it  proposes  to  settle  in  the  near 
future. 

It  has  been  pointed  out  that  at  the 
time  the  endowment  fund  was  created 
the  discussion  before  the  Conclave 
constantly  mentioned  student  loans  as 
one  of  the  desirable  objectives  to  be 
obtained  by  the  creation  of  the  fund. 
With  a  slackening  demand  for  loans 
for  building  new  chapter  houses  the 
fraternity  finds  itself  with  idle  money 
which  it  must  put  out  at  interest  in 
commercial  channels.  Why  not  make 
that  investment  within  the  fraternity? 
is  the  question  that  has  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  Executive  Committee. 
And  they  have  answered,  "Indeed, 
why  not?" 

A  committee  will  shortly  be  ap- 
pointed by  Grand  President  Draper 
to  study  the  question.  It  is  consid- 
ered doubtful  by  some  members  of 
the     committee     whether     fraternity 


funds  can  be  diverted  for  such  a  pur- 
pose without  an  amendment  of  the 
constitution.  It  will  be  for  the  com- 
mittee to  determine  that  question  and, 
if  it  finds  the  making  of  student  loans 
to  be  advisable,  to  determine  how 
large  a  fund  may  be  apportioned  for 
such  use  and  the  terms  and  procedure 
upon  which  these  loans  can  be 
handled. 

It  is  known  that  student  loans  are 
not  a  new  thing  in  the  fraternity 
world,  but  Sigma  Phi  Epsilon  will 
have  to  devise  its  own  method  of 
handling  them.  Certain  Executive 
Committee  members  have  expressed 
themselves  favorably  toward  the  mat- 
ter providing  the  possibility  of  losses 
can  be  reduced  to  a  minimum.  It  has 
also  been  suggested  that  such  loans 
should  be  made  only  to  juniors  and 
seniors  and  that  no  member  who  has 
not  done  good  scholastic  work  shall 
be  eligible  for  a  loan. 

The  whole  subject  is  in  its  forma- 
tive period  and  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee would  be  glad  to  have  the  sug- 
gestions of  those  interested.  Anyone 
having  plans  or  suggestions  to  offer 
is  asked  to  write  to  Grand  Secretary 
Phillips,  who  will  put  the  matter  be- 
fore the  proper  committee 
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Narver,  Oregon  c>41pha,  £lected  Tresident 
of  7s(ational  Jtudents  federation 


By  Russel  Mills 

Oregon  Alpha 


aRSEL  C.  Narver,  Oregon 
Alpha,  was  elected  president 
of  the  National  Students  Fed- 
eration of  America  at  their  conven- 
tion at  the  University  of  Missouri  at 
Columbia,  Mo.,  Dec.    13-16,   1928 

Narver,  as  president  of  the  Asso- 
ciated Student  Body,  represented  Ore- 
gon State  college  at 
the  convention  in 
Lincoln,  Nebr.,  the 
year  before.  At  that 
time  he  was  chosen 
regional  director  for 
the  west  and  chair- 
man of  the  student 
government  group. 
At  a  meeting  of 
Pacific  Coast  stu- 
dent executives  in 
Palo   Alto,    Califor- 


nia, Narver  was 
elected  secretary- 
treasurer  of  the  or- 
ganization. 

While  a  student 
in  commerce  at  Ore- 
gon State,  besides 
being  president  of 
the  student  body, 
Narver  was  editor- 
in-chief  of  the  Bea- 
ver annual  in  his 
junior  year.  He  held 
ex-officio  memberships  on  the  execu- 
tive committee,  the  student  council, 
the  board  of  control,  the  student  in- 
terest committee  and  the  Memorial 
Union  board  of  directors.  He  was  a 
member  of  Sigma  Delta  Chi,  national 
honorary  fraternity  in  journalism. 
Alpha  Kappa  Psi,  national  honorary 
fraternity  in  commerce.  Scabbard  and 
Blade,  national  honorary  fraternity  in 


military,  and  Phi  Kappa  Phi,  national 
scholastic  honorary  fraternity. 

As  a  freshman  he  was  on  the  rook 
debate  and  track  teams.  His  next 
year  he  was  manager  of  the  Madrigal 
club  and  won  the  cup  in  the  journal- 
ism contest.  He  was  house  vice-presi- 
dent and  received  honorable  mention 
for  the  A.  J.  John- 
son prize  given  to 
the  outstanding  man 
in  scholarship,  ac- 
tivities and  leader- 
ship of  each  class 
annually  in  his  jun- 
ior year.  His  senior 
year  he  was  lieuten- 
ant-colonel of  cadets 
m  the  R.  O.  T.  C. 
and  again  received 
honorable  mention 
for  the  A.  J.  John- 
son prize. 

Throughout  his 
collegiate  career  de- 
spite his  activities 
Narver  earned  a 
scholastic  average  of 
over  90  per  cent. 

Since  graduation 
last  June  Narver  has 
had  an  excellent  po- 
sition with  the  West 
Coast  Engraving 
company  of  Portland,  Oregon,  as  con- 
tract man  for  the  company  with  high 
schools  and  colleges  whose  publica- 
tions are  having  work  done  by  the 
company. 

Narver  recently  felt  the  sting  of 
Cupid's  bow,  resulting  in  his  mar- 
riage to  Merle  Wells,  Delta  Delta 
Delta,  who  graduated  from  Oregon 
State  in  1927. 
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5hepardson  ^inds  Tresidents  Opposed  and 
TDeans  *^avorable  to  fraternities 


OR.  Francis  W.  Shepardson, 
president  of  Beta  Theta  Pi 
for  many  years,  former  chair- 
man of  the  Interfraternity  Confer- 
ence and  noted  fraternity  authority, 
in  an  informal  address  before  the  last 
Interfraternity  Conference  reported 
that,  attending  separate  conferences 
of  university  deans  and  presidents,  he 
found  the  deans  enthusiastic  in  their 
endorsement  of  the  fraternities  but 
the  presidents  were  frankly  doubtful 
of  the  value  of  fraternities  and  under- 
took a  study  of  their  value  in  educa- 
tion. Opposition  to  fraternities  went 
so  far  as  to  lead  to  an  investigation 
of  the  fraternity  system  to  determine 
whether  there  is  sufficient  of  value 
in  it  to  warrant  the  universities  in 
permitting  Greek-letter  societies  to 
continue. 

Dr.  Shepardson  last  May  attended 
the  conference  of  deans  of  men  at 
Boulder,  Colorado,  and  in  November 
attended  the  Conference  of  presidents 
of  state  universities  in  Washington. 
Reporting,  informally  during  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  Interfraternity  Confer- 
ence, Dr.  Shepardson  spoke  as  fol- 
lows: 

"At  the  deans  of  men  conference 
this  thing  was  perfectly  apparent: 
that  those  administrative  officers  were 
close  to  the  college  fraternity  situa- 
tion. Second,  that  those  officers  were 
sympathetic  and  friendly  with  the 
college  fraternity,  recognizing  the 
value  of  these  organizations  as  admin- 
istrative help  to  them  in  getting  in- 
formation scattered  through  the  col- 
lege body,  in  getting  the  co-operation 
to  put  across  some  plan  that  seemed 
desirable  to  the  dean  of  men. '  One 
of  the  most  delightful  reactions  that 
ever  came  to  my  attention  was  the 
attitude  of  deans  of  men  from  insti- 


tutions which  have  been  either  op- 
posed to  fraternities  always— that  is, 
have  not  allowed  fraternities — or  have 
had  fraternities  and  have  given  them 
up;  and  I  believe  I  am  fair  in  saying 
that  every  one  of  those  men,  after 
listening  for  an  afternoon  to  the  dis- 
cussion of  fraternity  matters  by  the 
deans,  realized  that  the  other  men 
who  were  utilizing  fraternities  had 
something  of  very  great  value  that 
they  didn't  have,  and  I  came  away 
from  Boulder  and  from  the  deans  of 
men  feeling  certain  that  there  was  a 
body  of  men  who  would  work  with 
us  for  the  improvement  of  American 
college  fraternities  and  for  the  elim- 
ination of  certain  evils  which  we  have 
been  working  at  now  for  a  score  of 
years. 

But  the  real  reason  for  desiring  to 
speak  to  you  this  afternoon  is  asso- 
ciated with  the  disturbing  element  of 
a  meeting  of  the  National  Associa- 
tion of  Presidents  of  State  Universi- 
ties. 

"Here  is  what  I  found:  first,  that 
there  are  some  presidents  of  these 
state  universities — thirty-four  to  forty- 
six  organizations,  I  believe,  in  that 
body — that  there  is  some  discontent 
among  presidents  regarding  fraterni- 
ties; second,  that  there  is  a  feeling  on 
the  part  of  some  that  fraternities 
really  have  nothing  of  any  educational 
value;  and,  third,  that  the  friendly 
ones  among  those  presidents  felt  that 
there  was  some  real  doubt  about  the 
value  of  fraternities  to  their  institu- 
tions. 

"Now,  many  of  those  officials  have 
been  workers  in  the  fraternity  field. 
The  man  who  presented  the  univer- 
sity side  was  a  man  who  was  runner- 
up  in  Sigma  Chi  almost  to  the  grand 
consulship  and  has  always  regretted 
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that  he  didn't  go  on  to  have  the  su- 
preme honor  of  that  fraternity. 

"Another  man  there  that  was 
friendly  to  the  fraternities  had  been 
a  prominent  president  of  the  national 
fraternity. 

''The  president-elect  of  the  associa- 
tion, who  is  to  speak  to  us  tonight, 
a  D.  K.  E.,  was  in  that  meeting. 

"The  people  that  I  had  thought 
would  be  friendly  to  fraternities 
raised  some  pretty  serious  questions, 
and  those  that  I  thought  might  be  an- 
tagonistic to  fraternities  stood  up  in 
defense  of  the  organizations. 

"Well,  in  order  to  get  an  approach 
to  them  I  used  an  illustration  which  a 
former  president  of  the  University  of 
Colorado,  President  Baker,  once  gave 
me,  when  he  said,  'If  it  weren't  for 
the  fraternities,  the  University  of 
Colorado  wouldn't  be  able  to  funtion, 
because  the  state  doesn't  appropriate 
money  for  dormitories,  and  the  fra- 
ternities house  our  students,  consider- 
ing as  fraternities  the  sororities  and 
the  professional  fraternities.  They 
furnish  the  housing  for  our  students." 

"And  so  to  get  an  approach  to 
these  gentlemen,  I  called  attention  to 
$60,500,000  invested  in  college  dor- 
mitories called  chapter  houses,  and  a 
president  got  up  by  and  by — they 
were  discussing  the  dormitories,  relig- 
ious organizations  in  college  life  and 
the  fraternity  in  one  group,  and  there 
were  a  number  of  reports  on  dormi- 
tories; the  president  of  the  University 
of  North  Carolina  told  how  they  were 
building  dormitories,  and  some  of  the 
western  presidents  told  how  they  were 
building  dormitories  in  western  uni- 
versities,— and  then  one  man  said  this : 
'Well,  we  may  have  to  yield  some 
grudging  recognition  to  the  fraterni- 
ties for  furnishing  $60,000,000  of 
dormitories,  but  that  day  is  past.  We 
are  now  building  dormitories  in  all 
our  state  universities,  and  looking  at 
the  fraternity  situation  in  the  large, 
that  contribution  of  the  fraternities  to 


the  institutions  amounts  to  very 
little.'     .     .     . 

"A  president — a  nationally  known 
figure — got  up  and  with  what  struck 
me  as  almost  violence,  almost  like  the 
frothing  of  some  of  the  anti-fraternity 
college  presidents  of  fifty  years  ago, 
made  the  most  positive  statement 
about  fraternities  at  his  university, 
and  he  demanded  three  things,  and 
some  of  them  had  quite  a  bit  of  dis- 
cussion. I  asked  him  if  he  wouldn't 
write  out  for  me  his  three  charges. 
And  here  is  what  he  said.  I  have 
been  giving  a  great  deal  of  thought 
to  what  he  said. 

"  'First:  Is  the  university  the  first 
thought  of  the  fraternity  man?' 

"Now,  for  twenty  years  we  have 
been  trying  to  get  across  the  idea  that 
there  cannot  be  a  good  fraternity 
chapter  anywhere  unless  the  spirit  on 
the  campus  is  right;  that  the  college 
fraternity  is  a  subsidiary  of  college  life 
and  that  college  always  must  come 
first.  But  we  don't  get  it  across.  And 
in  1928  a  nationally  known  figure 
gets  up  in  a  convention  of  college 
presidents  and  university  presidents 
and  says  the  fraternities  always  think 
of  the  fraternity  first.  In  other 
words,  twenty  years  of  effort  on  the 
part  of  the  national  Interfraternity 
Conference  have  failed  there.  We 
haven't  got  it  across. 

"'Second:  Is  concealment  of  in- 
dividual or  group  weakness,  in  the 
institutional  or  social  sense,  a  weak- 
ness which  is  antagonistic  to  the  aims 
of  the  fraternity?' — and  he  used  some 
recent  illustrations  from  his  own  in- 
stitutional life  where  things  were  con- 
cealed to  the  detriment  of  the  uni- 
versity, in  the  supposed  interest  of 
the  fraternity. 

"His  third  statement  both  sur- 
prised me  and  left  me  very  per- 
turbed: 'What  constructive  steps  of 
an  educational  character  have  ever 
been  taken  by  a  college  fraternity?' 

"Now,    if    I   had   anticipated    that 
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line  of  the  attack,  I  could  have  had 
documents  there  to  answer  that  ques- 
tion from  the  point  of  view  of  the 
fraternity  man;  but  I  was  taken  un- 
awares. What  constructive  work 
have  we  done  in  education? 

"Every  man  of  you  knows  people 
whose  very  lives  have  been  trans- 
formed by  kneeling  at  the  altar  of  a 
college  fraternity.  That  is  construc- 
tive educational  work.  Everybody 
knows  that,  and  I  told  him  so  in  just 
so  many  words.  'In  spite  of  what 
you  say,'  I  said,  'the  greatest,  most 
powerful  constructive  force  at  work 
on  college  campuses  today  to  advance 
college  scholarship  is  the  American 
college  fraternity.'  But  this  man  puts 
it  thus:  'What  steps  of  constructive 
character  have  you  ever  taken?' 

"Then  they  made  a  motion,  and 
asked  how  to  get  some  money  to  carry 
it  out;  and  then  decided  that  they 
would  raise  the  money  themselves; 
and  they  appointed  a  committee  to 
make  a  study  of  college  fraternities 
during  the  next  year  along  the  three 
lines  of  those  queries  from  the  presi- 
dent of  this  great  university.  And  I 
have  in  my  pocket  his  own  handwrit- 
ing, where  he  wrote  them  down. 

"Our  weakness  is  that  we  are  not 
getting  across  to  the  college  campuses 
the  things  we  are  trying  to  do.  We 
get  it  into  the  offices  of  the  deans 
of  men.  I  think  they  know  and  I 
think  they  respect  the  efforts  that  we 
are  making,  but  we  do  not  get  it  up 
into  the  big  room  nor  do  we  get  it 
into  groups  on  the  campus.  We  are 
dreadfully  handicapped,  gentlemen, 
because  of  that  attitude  toward  col- 
lege fraternities. 

"Mr.  Priest  read  you  a  little  thing 
this  morning.  I  cut  this  out  of  a 
column  that  the  linotyper  did  in  the 
Chicago  Tribune:  'Now  that  the 
football  season  is  over  there  may  be 
a  chance  for  some  of  the  students  to 
get  to  some  study  before  the  basket- 


ball season  starts.'  (Laughter.)  'Oh, 
no.  No  such  thing,  the  fraternity  has 
its  welcome-home  dance  next  week.' 
That  stands  for  the  fraternity  men. 
And  all  around  there  is  a  thing  work- 
ing— I  should  not  be  surprised  if  it  is 
connected  with  hell  week — I  should 
not  be  surprised  if  it  is  connected  with 
this  outdoor  initiation  stuff — but  there 
is  a  feeling  around  among  college 
men — fraternity  men  and  others — 
that  the  college  fraternity  is  a  joke. 
The  men  who  have  worked  in  this 
room  and  in  other  places  in  this 
country  for  twenty  years  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  American  college  fra- 
ternities do  not  regard  these  institu- 
tions as  jokes.  We  have  got  to  get 
that  idea  out  of  the  country,  and  the 
presidents  of  the  state  universities 
during  the  next  year  are  going  to 
make  a  study  of  the  systems  we  repre- 
sent, to  find  out  three  things:  Is  the 
university  or  the  college  the  first 
thought  of  a  fraternity  man  or  is  his 
fraternity?  If  it  is  the  latter,  then  he 
is  working  against  them.  Second,  is 
concealment,  individual  or  group,  in 
an  institutional  and  in  a  social  sense 
a  weakness  antagonistic  to  the  real 
aims  of  fraternity?  And,  third,  what 
constructive  steps  of  an  educational 
character  have  ever  been  taken  by 
American   college  fraternities. 

"I  thought  you  would  like  to  know 
the  attitude  of  these  men,  in  the  main 
friendly,  I  believe — some  querulous, 
some  questioning — regarding  the  or- 
ganizations for  which  we  come  here 
every  year  at  the  Thanksgiving  season 
to  study,  to  work  for,  to  try  to  lift 
up. 

"I  do  not  know  what  the  outcome 
will  be.  I  presume  that  the  deans  of 
men  will  have  some  influence  in  their 
report.  If  that  report  be  unfavorable 
to  college  fraternities  we  may  have 
some  larger  problems  to  consider 
when  we  come  together  a  year  from 
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^rank  T^.  Jeffrey  e^iraculously  5^^vives 
broken  J^eck  in  c^lirplane  (^rash 


Vw^ITH  his  neck  broken  in  three 
riy  places  and  with  three  frac 
^^^  tured  ribs  as  well  as  numerous 
bruises  and  scratches,  Frank  B.  Jef' 
frey,  District  Columbia  Alpha,  and 
well'known  attorney  of  Seattle,  is 
convalescing  with  every  assurance  of 
restoration  to  complete  health  follow- 
ing an  airplane  crash  in  the  Sierra 
Mountains  of  California  in  November. 

The  Seattle  attorney,  who  was 
prominently  identified  with  the  noted 
''whispering  wires"  case  before  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
a  few  months  ago,  was  taking  his 
first  airplane  ride  in  a  plane  of  the 
West  Coast  Air  Transport  Company 
traveling  from  Portland,  Oregon,  to 
San  Francisco.  The  plant  carried 
seven  other  passengers,  none  of  whom 
were  killed,  although  several  were 
severely  injured. 

The  accident  occurred  when  the 
pilot  lost  his  bearings.  ""The  pilots 
told  me  afterward  it  was  the  roughest 
trip  they  ever  had  made  with  passen- 
gers," Jeff^rey  stated  in  explaining 
how  the  accident  occurred.  "It  was 
after  dark  when  we  took  the  air  at 
Corning,  California.  An  advertising 
light  which  the  pilot  took  for  the 
Diablo  beacon  threw  us  off  our  course 
and  we  were  soon  hopelessly  lost. 
The  pilot  had  to  fly  by  instruments 
— and  he  couldn't  estimate  the  speed 
because  of  a  sixty-mile-an-hour  head 
wind. 

"Finally  we  turned  around  to  try 
to  get  back  to  Corning — and  we 
plunged  into  a  fog  in  which  we  stayed 
for  three-quarters  of  an  hour.  We 
had  been  keeping  a  5,000-foot  alti- 
tude, but  the  pilot  had  to  come  down 
to  try  to  get  his  bearings.  After  turn- 
ing we  had  the  wind  on  our  tail,  in- 
creasing our  air  speed  of   UO  miles 


an  hour  to  170  miles  an  hour — and 
that  was  the  way  we  were  going 
when  we  hit  three  trees  about  100 
feet  off  the  ground.  The  first  tree 
sheared  off  our  left  wing  and  the 
other  two  took  off  the  right  wing  and 
smashed  the  fuselage. 

"I  had  given  up  all  hope  about 
half  an  hour  before  this.  I  knew  we 
were  lost  and  that  our  fuel  supply 
was  getting  low.  I  had  adopted  a 
fatalistic  attitude — a  man  can  die  only 
once  after  all.  When  I  was  thrown 
through  the  side  of  the  plane  I  was 
going  so  fast  that  my  body  stayed  at 
the  same  angle  all  the  way.  I  really 
made  a  perfect  swan  dive. 

"I  was  intensely  surprised  when  I 
found  I  was  still  conscious  after  land- 
ing. I  lay  still  for  a  moment,  expect- 
ing the  engine  or  a  tree  to  fall  on 
me.  But  nothing  happened,  so  I  tried 
crawling.  After  negotiating  five  or 
six  feet  I  caught  hold  of  a  log  and 
pulled  myself  to  my  feet. 

"Then  one  of  the  pilots  staggered 
out  of  the  plane,  da2;ed.  I'd  seen  a 
lot  of  crashes  in  France,  and  all  of 
them  had  ended  in  fire,  so  I  said, 
'We've  got  to  snap  out  of  it  and  get 
these  people  out  of  the  plane  before 
it  burns  up.'  He  agreed  and  the  other 
pilot  came  to  about  this  time  and 
helped  us." 

The  three  got  the  other  passengers 
out  of  the  cabin  and  Jeffrey  assisted 
in  dressing  their  wounds,  using  shirts 
for  bandages  and  gasoline  for  anti- 
septic and  even  assisted  in  building  a 
wind-shelter  and  starting  a  fire.  After 
being  marooned  on  the  mountain  side 
all  night  searchers  fc':nd  the  party 
and  they  were  taken  to  San  Francisco 
where  with  the  aid  of  the  X-ray  it 
was  found  that  Jeffrey's  neck  had 
been  broken  in  three  places  and  three 


February,   1929 


223 


ribs  had  been  broken.  Subsequent 
X-rays  taken  in  December  indicated 
that  the  broken  vertebrae  were  heal' 
ing  satisfactorily  under  the  encourage- 
ment of  a  ruff-like  contrivance  about 
his  neck  holding  his  head  in  a  fixed 
position. 

"We  crashed  about  9:30  at  night," 
stated  Jeffrey,  ''and  even  worse  than 
the  experience  of  the  crash  was  that 
of  spending  the  night  in  the  forest 
until  six  o'clock  the  next  morning, 
not  knowing  our  whereabouts  and 
with  the  wind  blowing   a   sixty-mile 


gale  and  driving  a  torrent  of  rain  in 
front  of  it.'' 

Jeffrey  says  that  he  feels  he  is  en- 
titled to  a  full  membership  in  the 
Borrowed  Time  Club.  He  spent  eigh- 
teen months  in  France  as  a  major  of 
artillery  and  was  gassed;  in  1924  an 
automobile  turned  over  with  him  in- 
side; last  May  he  fell  down  the  com- 
panionway  of  a  yacht  and  dislocated 
five  vertebrae — and  now  he  has  tried 
the  latest  and  most-approved  method 
of  suffering  an  accident.  Has  he  a 
charmed  life? 


R.  L.  Durgin,  New  Hampshire 
Alpha,  '15,  is  honorary  secretary  of 
the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associa- 
tion in  Tokyo,  Japan.  His  position 
may  be  that  of  honorary  secretary 
but  it  is  not  an  "honorary"  position 
as  we  know  them  in  this  country 
for  he  is  absorbed  throughout  his  days 
in  the  work  of  the  organization  and 
particularly,  at  present,  in  getting  un- 
der way  a  new  building  to  house  the 
activities  of  the  association  which  are 
the  same  as  in  this  country  .  An  in- 
teresting feature  of  a  recent  report 
sent  by  him  to  his  country  is  an 
account  of  a  ''Three  Religions  Con- 
ference" which  was  held  in  Tokyo 
and  participated  in  by  1,500  delegates 
from  Shinto,  Buddhist  and  Christian 
faiths.  He  reports  that  there  was  a 
remarkable  unanimity  among  the  dele- 
gates relating  to  social  problems,  in- 
ternational friendship  and  peace  and 
need *f or  religious  education.  He  also 
tells  of  a  student  leaders'  conference 
held  in  November  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Tokyo  Imperial  University  As- 
sociation. "At  a  time  when  the  gov- 
ernment authorities  are  attempting  to 
prohibit  and  suppress  all  'social 
science'  study  groups  in  colleges  and 
high  schools  and  to  stamp  out  all  rad- 
ical Marxian  thought,"  he  writes, 
"this  conference  of  150  leading  stu- 
dents from  all  over  Japan  courag- 
eously sought  to  face  fundamentally 
the  place  and  contribution  of  the 
Christian  message  in  attempting  to 
meet  the  demands  of  present  day  stu- 
dent thought  and  life." 
*     *     * 

District  of  Columbia  Alpha  might 
well  be  called  the  embassy  of  Sigma 
Phi  Epsilon  at  Washington,  /or  it  is 
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the  headquarters  and  visiting  place  of 
Sig  Eps  from  all  quarters  of  the  coun- 
try passing  through  the  Presidents' 
City.  For  example :  Clarence  Harper, 
Washington  Beta,  for  two  years  vice- 
consul  to  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  and 
now  with  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  in  Manila,  Phil- 
ippine Islands,  was  there  on  a  visit 
for  a  few  weeks  as  was  John  Quast, 
also  of  Washington  Beta,  former 
"Huskie"  crew  man,  who  recently  re- 
turned from  Alaska  as  a  representa- 
tive of  the  Bureau  of  Fisheries.  Har- 
old Van  Blarcom,  New  York  Alpha, 
was  called  to  Washington  by  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  and  may  be  now  found  at 
Norfolk,  Virginia,  where  he  is  assist- 
ant trade  commissioner.  Charles 
Whitfield,  Iowa  Alpha,  who  for  a 
year  has  been  stationed  at  Pikes  Peak 
in  Colorado  studying  forestry  botany 
for  the  Carnegie  Institute,  was  in 
Washington  for  the  annual  exhibition 
of  the  institute.  Andrew  Beck,  Vir- 
ginia Eta,  was  also  a  chapter  visitor 
on  his  way  to  New  York  and  his  job 
with  the  Queen's  County  Gas  Com- 
pany. There  were  many  others  in- 
cluding football  players  and  rooters  in 
Washington  with  teams  contesting 
with  George  Washington  University. 
The  point  is  that  this  chapter  has 
contacts  with  a  great  many  different 
chapters — to  say  nothing  of  drawing 
its  active  membership  from  twenty- 
two  different  states. 

*     *     * 

C.  Theo  R.  Treadway,  Arkansas 
Alpha,  vice-president  and  secretary  of 
the  Treadway  Electric  Company  of 
Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  has  just  been 
elected    illustrious    potentate    of    Al 
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Amin  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order 
of  the  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine 
in  Little  Rock.  He  has  had  a  Ma- 
sonic career  of  unusual  distinction  em- 
bracing membership  in  the  blue  lodge 
at  Little  Rock,  Royal  Arch  Masons, 
Commandery,  fhe  consistory  of  the 
Scottish  Rite,  has  attained  to  the  hon- 
orary thirty-third  degree  and  is  presi- 
dent of  the  Shrine  Directors  Asso- 
ciation of  America.  Brother  Tread- 
way  was  a  member  of  the  local  Alpha 
Zeta  Phi  at  the  University  of  Arkan- 
sas that  was  later  chartered  as  Arkan- 
sas Alpha  of  Sigma  Phi  Epsilon.  He 
graduated  from  the  univeristy  with  a 
bachelor's  degree  in  electrical  engi- 
neering in  1901  and  was  an  instructor 
there  from  1903  to  1905,  in  1904  re- 
ceiving the  degree  of  electrical  en- 
gineer. He  was  unable  to  attend  the 
installation  of  Arkansas  Alpha  but 
was  initiated  shortly  thereafter  by  a 
group  of  brothers  who  gave  him  the 
fraternity  rites  in  Little  Rock.  Dur- 
ing 1918-19  he  was  president  of  the 
Little  Rock  Alumni  Association  of  the 
fraternity  and  he  is  a  past  president 
of  the  Little  Rock  Lions'  Club  and 
of  the  Pulaski  County  Tuberculosis 
Association.  His  son,  Theo  C.  Tread- 
way,  Jr.,  is  now  a  junior  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Arkansas  and  an  active 
member  of  our  chapter  there,  holding 
the  distinction  of  being  the  first  Sig 
Epson  of  that  chapter. 
*     *     * 

Clarence  W.  Vogt,  New  York 
Beta,  of  Louisville,  Kentucky,  is  on 
the  highway  to  fame  and  fortune, 
barring  miscalculations,  through  the 
invention  of  a  machine  that  promises 
to  revolutioni2;e  the  making  of  ice 
cream  and  play  an  important  part  in 
refrigeration.  The  apparatus,  accord- 
ing to  Vogt,  saves  eighty  per  cent  of 
the  space  now  being  devoted  to  ice 
cream  machines,  saves  fifty  per  cent  of 
the  labor  involved  and  in  addition  is 
instant  and  continuous.  His  machine 
will  make  from  a  small  quantity  to 


600  gallons  an  hour  and  the  cream 
is  ready  for  consumption  as  soon  as 
it  runs  from  the  spigot  of  the  ma- 
chine, without  having  to  go  through 
the  twenty-four-hour  ripening  pro- 
cess now  required.  Machines  have 
been  manufactured  and  marketed  and 
in  the  Louisville  territory  they  have 
demonstrated  their  practicability.  A 
company  of  Louisville  men  control 
the  rights  to  make  and  sell  machines 
under  Vogt's  fifteen  patents.  The 
inventor  is  the  president  and  general 
manager  of  the  company.  Research 
is  now  being  made  to  determine  how 
the  principle  of  the  machine  may  be 
adapted  to  ther  uses  and  to  commer- 
cialize successful  application  in  other 
fields. 

Leonard  H.  Nason,  Vermont 
Alpha,  leading  war  fictionist  of  the 
country  and  our  own  best-known 
writer,  paid  a  flying  visit  to  the 
United  States  in  November  for  a  con- 
ference with  his  publishers.  While 
in  this  country  he  attended  a  banquet 
tendered  him  by  the  Boston  chapter 
of  the  Military  Order  of  the  World 
War  at  which  were  present  as  guests 
of  honor  to  welcome  him  Major  Gen- 
eral J.  Preston  Brown,  Commander  of 
the  First  Army  Corps,  and  Rear  Ad- 
miral Andrew,  Commander  of  the 
Charleston  Navy  Yard.  There  were 
several  other  major  generals  and  brig- 
adier generals,  to  say  nothing  of 
colonels  and  majors  with  Steamer 
Nason  at  the  head  table.  He  talked 
for  about  an  hour  and  a  half,  keep- 
ing the  large  gathering  of  present  and 
former  army  officers  convulsed  with 
laughter  throughout,  even  though  he 
insisted  it  was  pretty  tough  to  expect 
much  from  a  former  buck  private 
seated  between  a  major  general  and 
a  real  admiral. 

*     *     * 

Cited  as  ''the  most  valuable  grad- 
uating athlete,"  Perry  R.  McCoy, 
Oklahoma  Alpha,  upon  his  graduation 
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last  spring  from  Oklahoma  A.  fe?  M. 
College,  was  presented  with  a  gold 
watch  in  recognition  of  his  athletic 
service  to  the  college.  This  award 
is  known  as  the  Conner  trophy  and  is 
presented  to  the  graduating  athlete 
who,  in  the  opinion  of  the  members 
of  the  "O"  Club,  composed  of  all 
varsity  letter  men,  has  been  the  most 
valuable  man  in  college  athletics.  Mc- 
Coy earned  three  varsity  letters  in 
each  of  the  three  major  sports  at 
Oklahoma  A.  6?  M.  College,  football, 
basketball  and  baseball,  captaining  the 
baseball  team  in  his  senior  year.  He 
also  held  office  in  the  fraternity  each 
year  after  his  iirst  and  during  his 
second  and  third  years  was  a  member 
of  the  student  senate.  He  is  now 
employed  as  basketball  coach  and  as' 
sistant  football  coach  in  the  high 
school  at  Enid,  Oklahoma. 


to  conquer,  set  forth  for  New  York 
in  quest  of  fame  and  fortune  in  the 
field  of  advertising  which  he  studied 
in  college.  He  broke  in  with  Scripps' 
Howard  on  the  New  York  Telegram, 
starting  in  the  circulation  department 
as  a  means  of  getting  a  line  on  the 
streets  and  avenues  of  the  big  city  and 
its  suburbs.  He  has  received  several 
promotions  and  has  now  arrived  at 
an  agreement  to  enter  the  organi2;a' 
tion  of  the  National  Advertising 
Agency  of  the  Scripps'Howard  in- 
terests.  Because  of  his  record  as  a 
vaulter  in  school.  Miller  has  accepted 
the  invitation  of  the  New  York  Ath- 
letic Club  to  train  on  their  grounds 
and  plans  to  keep  Sigma  Phi  Epsilon 
in  the  sports  spotlight  when  the 
spring  vaulting  season  draws  around. 
He  is  living  at  75  Eighth  Ave., 
Brooklyn. 


William  M.  Paisley,  Arkansas 
Alpha,  is  nominated  for  the  office  of 
busiest  man  in  New  York.  Besides 
holding  down  an  exacting  position 
with  the  United  Fruit  Company  he 
serves  as  an  associate  editor  on  the 
Unifruitco,  a  pretentious  monthly 
house  organ  published  by  the  United 
Fruit  Company,  directs  a  choir  and 
handles  the  necessary  rehearsals  up  in 
the  Bronx,  occasionally  writes  and 
produces  a  musical  comedy  with  a  cast 
taken  from  the  ranks  of  the  United 
Fruit  Company  employes  and  so  on 
and  so  forth.  His  latest  activity  is 
to  consent  to  contributing  to  the 
JouRN.AL,  so  look  forward  to  reading 
the  products  of  his  facile  pen.  While 
at  the  University  of  Arkansas  he 
made  a  notable  record  in  music,  not 
only  as  a  talented  pianist  but  as  a 
composer  of  musical  comedies  and 
light  songs. 

*     *     * 

Jake  Miller,  Montana  Alpha,  after 
getting  himself  all  graduated  last 
spring  and  in  search  of  naw  worlds 


Among  fraternity  social  events 
that  everywhere  seemed  to  be  very 
popular  during  the  recent  holidays 
was  a  luncheon  held  by  the  Sig  Eps 
of  North  Carolina  at  the  George 
Vanderbilt  Hotel  in  Asheville,  North 
Carolina.  Eighteen  members  and 
pledges  were  in  attendance  to  listen 
to  words  of  wisdom  from  the  lips  of 
Lewis  T.  Bledsoe,  North  Carolina, 
who  acted  as  toastmaster,  and  Hub- 
bard L.  Sullivan,  North  Carolina 
Beta,  and  Hugh  J.  Howell,  North 
Carolina  Gamma.  As  guest  of  the 
luncheon  the  group  had  Hamlet 
Pettus,  a  member  of  the  Pyramid 
Club  at  Davidson  College  which  is 
seeking  a  charter  from  Sigma  Phi 
Epsilon.  That  matter  was  discussed 
in  detail  and  the  members  were  unan- 
imous in  favoring  an  early  installa- 
tion. 

Dr.  W.  Owen  Sypherd,  Delaware 
Alpha,  who  last  year  spent  his  .time 
in  Europe  on  sabbatical  leave  from 
the  University  of  Delaware  faculty, 
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recently  delivered  an  address  before 
the  University  Club  of  Wilmington, 
Delaware,  during  which  he  described 
his  experiences  in  foreign  libraries. 
He  spoke  in  turn  of  the  national  li- 
braries in  Edinburgh,  Glasglow,  Paris, 
London,  Munich,  the  Vatican  library 
at  Rome,  and  others.  He  particularly 
referred  to  the  Munich  library  where 
he  spent  eight  months  examining 
many  rare  manuscripts.  During  his 
address  he  took  time  to  mention  that 
the  American  library  system  of  cross- 
indexing  books,  both  by  title  and  au- 
thors, was  superior  to  that  employed 
in  many  of  the  great  libraries  of 
Europe  where  only  the  author's  name 
is  indexed. 

It  is  probable  cause  for  remark  that 
at  Iowa  Wesleyan  the  presidents  of 
all  four  classes  are  Sig  Eps.  As  if 
that  were  not  enough  the  editor,  man- 
aging editor,  business  manager  and 
advertising  manager  of  the  school 
paper  are  all  Sig  Eps.  If  that  doesn't 
stir  you  consider  the  fact  that  during 
the  last  four  years  Iowa  Alpha  has 
won  the  scholarship  cup  given  at 
Iowa  Wesleyan  three  of  those  years, 
and  on  the  other  occasion  was  second. 
Begin  to  like  it,  hur?  Well,  let's  add 
that  they  had  four  men  on  the  foot- 
ball team,  including  the  captain,  and 
have  two  men  on  the  basketball  team, 
including  the  captain.  Not  much 
chance,  is  there,  of  this  chapter  hav- 
ing a  "rushing  problem?" 
*     *     * 

Arkansas  Alpha  members  on  their 
way  back  to  the  University  of  Arkan- 
sas on  January  1st  joined  with  Sig 
Ep  alumni  in  holding  a  fraternity 
party  at  the  Marion  Hotel  in  Little 
Rx3ck  that  not  only  comprised  the 
''finale  of  the  holiday  season  for  col- 
lege folks,"  as  a  Little  Rock  news- 
paper characterized  it,  but  was  'the 
last  student  party  permitted  by  the 
university  until  after  the  opening  of 
the  second  semester  in  February.     A 


large  crowd  v^/as  present  with  repre- 
sentatives from  any  different  chap- 
ters. The  ballroom  was  decorated  in 
purple  and  red  streamers  suspended 
from  the  ceiling  and  light  shades  in 
fraternity  colors  bearing  a  representa- 
tion of  our  badge. 

^     ^     ^ 

Chattanooga,  Tennessee,  was  the 
scene  of  Sig  Ep  social  activities  on 
December  29th  when  what  was  desig- 
nated— not  only  for  this  year  but  for 
those  to  follow — as  the  "All  Southern 
Sig  Ep  Shindig,"  was  held  with  ap- 
propriate ceremonies  preliminary 
thereto.  The  Middle  Tennessee 
Alumni  Association  at  Nashville  co- 
operated with  the  recently  organized 
Chattanooga  Alumni  Association  to 
hold  the  party  at  Chattanooga  as  a 
centrally  located  point.  The  dance 
was  held  at  the  Read  House  which 
was  made  headquarters  for  all  out- 
of-town  members. 

*     *     * 

Those  who  have  occasion  to  write 
to  or  call  upon  Grand  Historian  Paul 
G.  Koontz  should  be  advised  that  he 
has  a  new  office  address.  The  law 
firm  of  Harris  6?  Koontz  has  recently 
moved  to  Suite  501  Lathrop  Building, 
Kansas  City,  Missouri,  and  in  their 
new  location  they  will  continue  the 
general  practice  of  law.  The  Grand 
Historian  is  one  of  the  best  known 
of  the  younger  lawyers  in  Kansas 
City  and  his  partner,  Spencer  F. 
Harris,  has  long  been  one  of  the  lead- 
ers of  the  Kansas  City  bar,  the  firm 
enjoying  a  large  and  lucrative  prac- 
tice. 

*     *     * 

Hiking  the  106  miles  between 
Mount  Killington  and  Mount  Mans- 
field, lofty  Vermont  mountain  peaks, 
in  five  days,  Robert  M.  Simpson,  Ver- 
mont Alpha,  student  at  Norwich  Uni- 
versity, has  set  a  new  record  for  a 
course  that  has  tempted  many  hikers. 
Harold  W.  Rabidou,  Vermont  Alpha, 
hiked   with   him   the   first   four   days 
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but  pulled  a  tendon  to  put  him  out 

of  the  jaunt.    They  traveled  much  of 

the  distance  in  the  rain  which  makes 

their  feat  of  cutting  the  usual  time  of 

eleven  days  for  the  hike  the  more  rC' 

markable. 

^     ^     ^ 

Professor  W.  E.  Binkley,  Ohio 
Alpha,  head  of  the  political  science 
department  of  Ohio  Northern  Uni' 
versity,  was  recently  awarded  the 
first  prize  of  $500,  given  by  the  Law- 
yers' Club  of  the  University  of  Mich- 
igan for  the  best  essay  on  the  subject 
of  ''American  Institutions/'  The  con- 
test, conducted  annually  by  the  club, 
is  open  to  students  and  faculty  mem- 
bers of  every  college  in  the  United 
States.  Professor  Binkley  is  also  well 
known  in  collegiate  circles  for  his 
book  "Problems  and  Exercises  in 
American  Government." 
*     *     * 

A  singular  tribute  to  the  thorough- 
ness with  which  an  athlete  may  learn 
his  athletic  lessons  is  the  appointment 
of  Albert  ("Big  Sleepy")  Glenn  of 
West  Virginia  Beta,  to  coach  the 
fre^hm^n  basketball  team  at  West 
Virginia  University.  "Big  Sleepy," 
while  still  a  member  of  the  student 
body,  will  not  be  court  candidate  this 
year.  He  is  the  only  man  in  the  in- 
stitution who  has  won  letters  in  three 
sports. 

Fourth  of  the  name  to  win  his 
letter  in  baseball,  and  second  member 
of  the  family  to  captain  the  nine. 
Bill  Harrick,  West  Virginia  Beta, 
sheds  more  lustre  on  the  achievements 
of  this  tribe  of  athletes.  Joe  was  cap- 
tain of  baseball  in  1921.  Steve  was 
conter  fielder  from  1922  to  1925. 
Mike  and  Bill  were  regulars  in  1927, 
Mike  as  a  hurler  and  Bill  as  an  out- 


fielder.    A  fifth  brother  will  be  out 
for  a  position  in  the  infield  this  spring. 

^        4:        ^ 

B.  F.  Bohner,  Pennsylvania  Eta,  is 
associate  manager  of  the  Fidelity  In- 
vestment Association  of  Wheeling, 
W.  Va.,  at  their  Philadelphia  office. 
He  lives  in  AUentown,  Pa.,  at  Apt. 
4,  332  North  7th  Street.  He  was 
but  recently  married,  occasioning  a 
change  of  address  to  that  mentioned 
above  and  naturally  asked  to  have  his 
Journal  sent  there. 

*  *     * 

Russell  H.  Kear,  Ohio  Alpha,  was 
re-elected  to  the  state  assembly  of 
Ohio,  this  fall.  Kear  still  holds  the 
distinction  of  being  the  youngest 
member  of  the  assembly.  It  is  in- 
teresting to  note  that  he  was  re- 
elected in  a  democratic  county  by  the 
largest  majority  any  member  of  the 
republican  party  has  ever  received. 

*  *     * 

What's  in  a  name?  Frank  Player, 
Georgia  Alpha,  is  a  star  basketball 
player.  The  former  captain  of  the 
Georgia  Tech  football  team,  ineligible 
to  play  this  year  because  of  three 
years  previous  competition  with  the 
"Golden  Tornado,"  is  a  forward  on 
the  Atlanta  Athletic  Club  team. 

*  *     * 

Vermont  Alpha  claims  the  last  five 
football  captains  at  Norwich  Univer- 
sity and  they  wonder  whether  any 
of  our  chapters  can  tie  that  record? 
Of  these  five,  the  last  three  have  all 
hailed  from  Winchester,  Massachu- 
setts— another  record  of  a  kind. 
^     ^     ^ 

C.  M.  Bennett,  West  Virginia 
Beta,  is  vice-president  of  the  Vacuum 
Oil  Company.  His  address  is  Neils- 
Asperson  Building,  Ft.  Worth,  Texas. 


Weary    Willie    says,    "Yeah,    college    is    fine.      It's    a    great    life 
if   you    don't   wakefi."  — V/ashington    Dirge. 
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The  Journal  is  presenting  in  this  issue  a  report  by  Dr.  Francis  W. 
Shepardson,  Beta  Theta  Pi,  of  a  discussion  of  fraternities  at  two  group  meet- 
ings, one  of  deans  of  men  and  the  other  of  the  presidents  of  state  universities. 
He  found  the  deans  favorably  disposed  toward  fraternities;  the  presidents 
critical.  The  latter  propounded  three  questions  for  investigation  during  the 
coming  years  to  form  a  basis  for  future  consideration  of  the  fraternity  situa- 
tion.    These  questions  are  as  follows: 

Is  the  university  the  first  thought  of  a  fraternity  man? 

Is  concealment,  individual  and  group,  in  an  institution  and  in  a  social 
sense,  a  weakness  antagonistic  to  the  real  aims  of  the  fraternity? 

What  constructive  steps  of  an  educational  character  have  ever  been  taken 
by  American  college  fraternities? 

Fraternities  can  answer  the  first  and  third  questions  with  assurance.  For 
more  than  twenty  years  they  have  been  stressing  the  fact  that  the  interests 
of  the  university  are  paramount  to  those  of  the  fraternity;  that  without  the 
former  the  latter  could  not  exist;  that  the  latter  is  but  a  subsidiary  of  the 
former.  True,  many  a  chapter  is  not  yet  aware  of  this  conclusion  and  there 
are,  no  doubt,  some  members  of  all  chapters  who  place  the  interests  of  their 
fraternity  before  that  of  their  alma  mater.  But,  by  and  large,  the  fraternities 
have  brought  this  proposition  home  to  their  members. 

The  fraternities  can  give  ready  answer  to  the  third  question.  They  have 
done  wonders  in  scholarship.  There  is  probably  no  national  administration 
of  any  fraternity  that  has  not  done  all  it  could  to  improve  scholarship  within 
the  chapters.  And  we  have  the  gratifying  spectacle  of  witnessing  fraternity 
scholarship  gradually  rise  year  by  year  from  a  point  far  below  to  a  point 
but  slightly  below  that  of  the  institutional  average.  In  some  sections  of  the 
country  fraternity  averages  exceed  all-men  averages;  in  others  we  fall  below. 
But  magnificent  strides  have  been  made — and  within  a  group  of  students 
that  the  colleges  had  found  them  impotent  to  influence. 

Furthermore,  fraternity  executives  have  of  later  years  been  preaching  to 
their  members  a  new  gospel — that  of  the  place  of  the  fraternity  in  the  making 
of  a  man.  If  they  have  not  pushed  the  sodality  of  the  group  from  a  headline 
position  they  have  at  least  placed  in  equal  position  with  it  the  educational 
role  of  the  fraternity  wherein'  it  takes  charge  of  the  student  where  the 
university  leaves  off  and  teaches  him  the  arts  and  graces  of  a  gentleman — not 
alone  approved  social  usage  but  those  refinements  in  thought,  attitudes  and 
expression  that  fit  him  for  intercourse  among  cultured  people. 
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It  has  performed  this  work  not  always  with  absolute  success  but  meas- 
urably so  and  with  the  variations  that  changing  personnel  inevitably  cause. 
The  machinery,  the  mode  of  operation,  is  far  from  perfect  but  the  work 
goes  on.     And  it  holds  promise. 

In  the  second  question  propounded  by  the  presidents  the  fraternities  have 
a  new  thought  upon  which  they  may  ponder.  Probably  they  have  been 
guilty,  if  guilt  it  be,  of  the  charge  implied.  It  has  been  thought  a  fraternal 
act  to  shield  an  erring  member  from  the  penalties  imposed  by  institutions, 
laws  and  society.  Should  the  fraternity  refuse  a  member  or  the  group  such 
protection?  Is  such  concealment  subversive  of  the  best  interests  of  all  con- 
cerned?  Is  it  antagonistic  to  the  aims  of  the  fraternity?  Here  is  a  thought 
to  engage  fraternity  authorities  in  the  immediate  future. 
A=r  u  inr  ii  r=A 

Several  years  ago  the  Journal  proposed  the  adoption  of  a  tutorial  system 
within  the  chapters  as  a  means  of  furthering  the  finer  side  of  fraternity 
relationships  and  work  and  to  give  direction  and  meaning  to  chapter  activity, 
now  largely  lacking  because  of  insufficient  chapter  leadership.  Only  in  infre- 
quent instances,  it  was  pointed  out,  do  chapters  receive  the  quality  of  leader- 
ship to  focus  their  activities  in  worth-while  channels  and  afford  a  stimulus 
to  the  membership  in  matters  scholastic,  moral  and  spiritual. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  at  this  year's  session  of  the  Interfraternity 
Conference  in  New  York  one  of  the  high  lights  of  the  discussion  related 
to  the  tutorial  system  and  experiments  with  it  in  certain  chapters  of  Delta 
Chi  and  Phi  Gamma  Delta,  related  elsewhere  in  this  issue.  Mr.  Albert  S. 
Tousley,  delegate  of  Delta  Chi  to  the  Interfraternity  Conference,  reported 
that  in  one  chapter  of  his  fraternity  where  a  tutorial  adviser  was  established 
over  the  opposition  of  the  chapter  the  result  within  one  semester  was  the 
raising  of  the  chapter  from  twenty-fourth  place  in  scholarship  to  third  place. 
This  adviser  was  concerned  not  only  with  scholarship,  however,  but  with 
morality,  faculty  relationships  and  other  matters.  Delta  Chi,  it  is  reported, 
has  decided  to  expand  the  system  and  watch  its  operation  in  a  half  dozen 
chapters. 

In  house  mothers  we  find  a  system  rather  comparable  to  the  tutorial  system 
but  quite  lacking  in  the  possibilities  held  by  the  latter.  House  mothers,  it  is 
true,  have  been  the  means  of  establishing  a  wholesome  moral  tone  in  chapter 
houses  and  some  of  the  niceties  of  conventional  usage,  but  where  is  there 
a  house  mother,  lovable  characters  though  many  of  them  may  be,  with  the 
intellectual  equipment  to  do  the  work  to  be  done  by  the  tutorial  adviser? 
In  his  stimulation  of  intellectual  interests  within  the  chapter  house,  in  private 
aid  and  advice  to  be  given  members  in  scholastic  difficulties,  in  the  inspiration 
of  intimate  contact  with  an  inspiring  personality  the  tutorial  adviser  has  his 
value.  It  is  an  experiment  which  Sigma  Phi  Epsilon  early  proposed  but  has 
left  for  others  to  demonstrate  its  benefit.  It  is  something  that  will  well  merit 
the  attention  of  those  alumni  organizations  which  find  themselves  m  the 
position  of  being  all  dressed  up  and  nowhere  to  go. 

<i=ni  ini  \r~=A 

Harold  Riegelman,  former  chairman  of  the  Interfraternity  Conference, 
in  his  message  to  the  last  Conference  gave  voice  to  this  interesting  observation 
concerning  the  fraternity  as  an  institution : 


February.   1929  231 

The  dominant  factors  in  fraternity  life  are  Variable.     Fraternity- 
life  changes  as  its  factors  vary.     It  seems  to  me  that  the  change  is 
in  the  nature  of  a  trend.     It  seems  to  me  the  trend  is  good.     Our 
job  as  fraternity  administrators  with  complete  faith  in  the  essential 
worth  of  the  principle  of  fraternal  organization,  is  to  fathom  the 
trend,  foresee  the  administrative  problems  likely  to  develop  and  be 
prepared  in  advance  with  at  least  tentative  solutions.     And  it  is  no 
less  a  part  of  our  job  to  discern  and  encourage  that  which  is  excellent 
in  the  philosophy  of  our  younger  brothers  and  to  stay  the  scrapping 
of  spiritual  and  moral  values  which  have  a  useful  and  appropriate 
place    in    the    modern    cargo — values    which    might    otherwise    be 
jettisoned  merely  because  they  are  contemporaries  of  concepts  and 
fetishes  whose  age  is  their  sole  claim  to  respect. 
If  the  alumnus  would  have  a  definition  of  his  function  in  the  fraternity 
scheme  Mr.  Riegelman  has  given  it  in  a  fine  and  inspiring  statement.     While 
speaking  essentially  to  fraternity  administrators  his  advice  is  no  less  for  the 
individual  alumnus,  owing  as  the  latter  does  an  allegiance  to  his  fraternity. 
It  is  inescapable  to  the  observer  that  there  are  trends  in  fraternity  life. 
Some  may  dispute  whether  or  not  the  present  trend  is  for  the  good  but  there 
will  be  no  denial  that  those  trends  may  be  influenced  by  dynamic  personalities 
within  the  fraternities.     As  the  Interfraternity   Conference  has  unified  its 
views  on  various  problems  certain  fraternity  abuses  have  disappeared.     As 
Sigma  Phi  Epsilon  has  unified  its  thought  on  its  own  problems  many  a  weak- 
ness has  vanished.     And  so  within  the  individual  chapters.     A  philosophy 
rendered  dynamic  can  work  wonders.     And  the  responsibility  rests  upon  him 
who  has  been  a  part  of  the  system  and  partaken  of  its  advantages. 
A=r-ii  ini irr=A 

The  quest  continues  for  a  suitable  person  to  fill  the  office  of  Traveling 
Secretary.  Many  applications  have  been  received.  Most  of  these  do  not 
qualify  for  serious  consideration.  A  few  perhaps  do,  but  it  is  desired  to 
give  an  additional  opportunity  to  any  who  are  interested  to  submit  their 
applications. 

The  Executive  Committee  which  will  make  the  selection  will  be  exacting 
in  its  demands.  The  preference  will  be  for  a  man  a  little  older  than  the 
average  graduating  senior  although  the  job  might  be  given  to  a  1929  graduate 
who  had  the  highest  qualifications.  The  man  selected  must  have  done  credit- 
able scholastic  work  and  if  he  is  a  member  of  Phi  Beta  Kappa,  or  other 
scholastic  society,  his  chances  will  be  considerably  improved.  He  must  have 
good  personality,  the  quality  of  making  friends,  and  the  vision  to  view  his 
fraternity  as  something  more  than  an  organization  for  fostering  good 
fellowship. 

There  is  an  enticing  field  of  activity  open  to  him.  He  will  enjoy  the 
finest  of  contacts.  He  will  have  kaleidoscopic  variety.  He  will  have  the 
stimulus  of  bright  minds  and  engaging  personalities.  Above  all,  he  will  be 
engaged  in  a  work  of  unusual  worth,  an  evangelism  in  the  fine  religion  of 
fraternity. 

Will  chapters  not  bring  this  opportunity  to  the  attention  of  their  members 
who  might  he  qualified,  particularly  young  instructors  or  graduate  students? 
Applications  will  be  received  by  the  Grand  Secretary  and  a  Traveling  Secre- 
tary will  be  chosen  probably  not  later  than  mid-summer. 


EXCOGITATIONS 


Mrs.  Meta  Berger,  wife  of  Victor 
L.  Berger,  socialist  congressman  from 
Wisconsin,  appeared  before  the  Jan- 
uary meeting  of  the  hoard  of  regents 
of  the  University  of  Wisconsin  and 
recommended  that  sororities  be  abob 
ished  at  that  institution,  assigning  as 
reasons  that  they  are  undemocra- 
tic and  that  some  women  students 
are  ostracised  and  suffer  grave  infer- 
iority complexes.  She  characterized 
our  sister  organizations  as  "pernicious 
influences"  in  college  life  and  was  of 
the  opinion  that  nothing  save  a  surgi- 
cal elimination  of  the  offending  mem- 
bers would  give  relief. 

While  it  is  unlikely  that  Mrs.  Ber- 
ger's  opinions  will  result  in  cataclys- 
mic consequences  to  the  fraternity 
system  in  Wisconsin,  don't  laugh  this 
oft'  too  easily.  I  recall  that  the  Mil- 
waukee district  can  elect  socialist 
mayoFS  with  ease  and  continuously 
send  a  socialist  congressman  to  the 
House  of  Representatives.  If  they 
can  do  this  they  can,  do  doubt,  elect 
some  regents  who  think  in  similar 
terms.  Their  Honors,  the  regents,  are 
the  gentlemen  who  will  give  the  final 
word  on  the  status  of  fraternities  and 
in  Wisconsin  public  officials,  educa- 
tors and  the  gentry  of  many  other 
callings  are  less  bound  by  tradition 
than  in  any  other  state  of  the  Union. 
Wisconsin  should  be  a  great  state  to 
live  in;  there  is  always  something  new 
and  different. 

Of  course,  Mrs.  Berger's  view  is 
comprehensible.  She  would  seek  the 
same  equality  on  the  campus  she  seeks 
economically  in  mundane  life.  The 
leveling  process,  with  the  elimination 
of  marks  of  distinction  should  operate 
on  the  campus  as  in  all  other  walks 


of  life.  I  think  we  may  agree  that, 
like  the  socialistic  ideal,  it  is  a  desir- 
able objective.  The  trouble  is  it  can't 
be  done;  it  wont  work.  People  will 
associate  themselves  in  homogeneous 
groups  and  they  will  avoid  others  who 
do  not  appeal  to  them.  Abolish  sor- 
orities and  those  ostracized  girls  will 
continue  to  be  ostracized  and  develop 
the  inferiority  complexes  of  which 
Mrs.  Berger  complains. 

But  we  might  take  heed  of  the  criti- 
cism. It  is  most  unbecoming  for  the 
Greek-letter  organizations  to  feel  up 
stage.  "Carefully  selected"  people 
though  they  be,  their  alleged  superior- 
ity is  a  myth.  It  is  notorious  that 
non-fraternity  people  lead  them  in 
scholarship,  the  only  consolation  to 
the  Greeks  being  that  they  indulge 
more  heavily  in  activities  that  rob 
them  of  their  time  for  study  to  which 
the  authorities  largely  reply  that  most 
of  these  activities  are  unworthy  and 
valueless.  Periodic  inquiries  designed 
to  determine  the  successes  of  alumni 
have  this  far  indicated  only  that  there 
is  little  to  choose  between  the  two 
classes  and  that  they  are  of  about  the 
same  varying  degrees  of  ability,  taken 
as  a  whole.  It  has  been  rather  de- 
finitely established  that,  by  and  large, 
the  non-fraternity  group  claims  the 
most  brilliant  portion  of  student 
bodies  and  the  most  incompetent. 
The  Greeks  comprise  a  class  that, 
with  allowance  for  the  exceptional 
cases,  lies  between  the  brilliant  and 
the  dumb.  But  any  one  honest  with 
himself  will  admit  the  Greeks  have 
far  from  succeeded  in  eliminating  dull 
members. 

As  a  panacea  for  the  condition  of 
which  Mrs.  Berger  complains,  let  it 
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be  suggested  that  the  fraternity  peo- 
ple withdraw  less  to  themselves;  that 
they  mingle  more  freely  with  those 
who  have  not  been  chosen  or  do  not 
care  to  be  chosen;  that  they  eliminate 
senseless  extravagance  in  their  living 
— the  chief  difference  between  the 
two  groups;  and  that  they  lend  en- 
couragement to  every  new  fraternity 
that  appears  on  the  campus  for  it  is 
attempting  to  assure  students  privi- 
leges of  which  they  have  heretofore 
been  unjustly  denied. 


In  this  column  from  time  to  time 
much  has  been  said  about  the  need 
for  alumni  interest  in  the  fraternity 
and  alumni  control.  It  has  been 
urged  that  the  instability  of  active 
chapters  from  year  to  year,  due  to 
graduations,  and  the  frequent  insuf- 
ficiency of  undergraduate  leadership 
makes  of  the  fraternity  in  some  years 
a  dangerous  instrumentality  unless 
there  is  a  firm  and  effective  control 
of  the  chapter  by  alumni.  Having 
helped  create  the  fraternity  they  owe 
a  responsibility  to  it  to,  negatively 
stated,  prevent  it  from  rendering  a 
disservice  to  its  active  members.  Per- 
haps it  is  a  more  attractive  concept 
to  say  that  there  is  need  of  alumni 
control  to  stimulate  the  chapter  to  a 
service  of  high  order  to  each  of  its 
active  members. 

There  is  no  chapter  that,  lacking 
alumni  control  and  co-operation,  will 
year  after  year  do  creditable  work. 
And  in  but  few  instances  will  active 
chapters,  shorn  of  alumni  influence, 
measurably  achieve  their  possibilities. 
Once  in  a  while  will  an  undergrad- 
uate leader  appear  to  lead  his  group 
to  the  heights  of  Olympus  but  those 
occasions  are  too  rare  to  consider. 

But  there  is  a  joker  in  this  matter 
of  alumni  control.  It  concerns  the 
stripe  of  alumni  that  exercise  the  con- 
trol. It  is  a  lamentable  circumstance 
that   so    frequently   those   who    have 
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evidenced  interest  in  the  chapters  are 
our  sophomoric  alumni  who  have  not, 
and  never  will,  attain  their  growth; 
whose  concept  of  a  fraternity  is  club, 
founded  on  ritualistic  back-slapping, 
concerned  with  nothing  but  good  fel- 
lowship. Under  the  influence  of  such 
personalities  many  a  chapter  has  suf- 
fered in  two  respects:  it  has  been 
blighted  by  uninspired  leadership  and 
the  fine,  intelligent,  substantial  alum- 
ni, contemptuous  of  the  imbecilities 
of  their  sophomoric  fellows,  have 
withdrawn  from  participation  in  all 
fraternity  affairs. 

It  is  a  matter  of  gratification  to 
find,  as  fraternity  officers  are  finding, 
that  there  is  an  increase  in  interest 
on  the  part  of  able  men  of  maturity 
who  are  stepping  in  to  replace  the 
back-slappers  in  co-operating  with  the 
chapters.  More  able  men  are  con- 
stantly assuming  national  offices. 
Visitation  officers  are  more  and  more 
frequently  drawn  from  professional 
ranks.  Professors,  deans  and  even 
college  presidents  are  taking  their 
place  in  fraternity  administrations  to 
say  nothing  of  men  of  the  highest 
standing  in  non-academic  walks  of 
life.  The  entire  complexion  of  fra- 
ternity administration  has  changed  in 
a  comparatively  few  years. 

The  same  condition  is  going  on 
around  our  chapters.  High  class  men 
are  interesting  themselves.  They  are 
yet  slow  to  step  in  and  exert  control 
over  chapters.  But  that  is  understand- 
able for  the  theory  of  alumni  control 
is  new  and  its  terms  are  not  well  ap- 
preciated as  yet.  But  it  is  coming  just 
as  surely  as  the  old  abuses  of  the  fra- 
ternity are  passing.  The  fraternity 
is  a  much  too  valuable  instrumentality 
in  the  educational  system  to  fail  to 
interest  intelligent  alumni  who  view 
the  problems  of  the  large  universities, 
in  particular,  and  observe  the  need  for 
a  more  individualized  instruction  and 
conditioning  to  life  which  the  frater- 
nity can  give. 
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The  immediate  difficulty  is  in  in- 
ducing the  able,  intelligent  and  cul- 
tured alumni  of  maturity  to  step  in 
and  take  the  place  of  the  good  fel- 
lows, the  talented  back  slappers  who 
gravitate  to  the  chapter  as  a  shrine 
of  good  fellowship.  They  should  not 
be  denied  this  right  and  the  fraternity 
should  assuredly  foster  good  fellow- 
ship. But  it  has  'other  duties  and  re- 
sponsibilities as  well. 


have  gone  the  way  of  buggy  rides, 
long  skirts  and  nickel  cigars. 


Unless  the  Excogitator  entirely  mis- 
takes the  trend  it  will  not  be  long 
until  sophomore  pledging  will  be  the 
general  rule  throughout  the  country. 
Any  number  of  noted  institutions 
have  adopted  it  and  in  many  others 
there  are  plans  awaiting  fruition  to 
provide  dormitories  for  all  freshmen 
which,  when  completed,  will  be  fol- 
lowed by  the  sophomore  pledging 
rule. 

Here  is  one  observer  of  the  trend 
who  is  hesitant  to  accept  the  argu- 
ments of  those  favoring  the  rule.  Un- 
less one  wishes  to  admit  that  frater- 
nities are  a  deleterious  influence  in  the 
students'  lives  he  can  see  no  warrant 
for  it.  If  fraternities  are  desirable  for 
the  three  upper  classes  why  not  for 
the  freshmen.  If  they  are  undesir- 
able for  the  freshmen  they  must  be 
equally  so  for  upper  classmen  and 
should  be  abolished. 

But  even  the  representatives  of  the 
fraternities  in  the  Interfraternity 
Conference  fail  to  agree  upon  the 
question,  a  goodly  share  favoring 
sophomore  pledging.  They  base  their 
view,  largely,  upon  the  fact  that  the 
fraternities  have  a  year  in  which  to 
look  over  and  estimate  the  men  they 
desire  to  pledge  which  will  result  in 
fewer  mistakes.  Inasmuch  as  frater- 
nity officials  can't  agree  and  so  many 
college  authorities  favor  pledging  de- 
ferred at  least  a  year  it  would  appear 
that  it  is  but  a  matter  of  time  until 
freshmen    in    fraternity    honses    will 


The  Excogitator  is  perennially  on 
the  lookout  for  suggestions  that  would 
appear  to  be  of  value  in  fraternity 
work.  Not  in  many  a  season  has  he 
encountered  an  article  containing  so 
much  of  value  as  that  clipped  from 
the  Caduceiis  of  Kappa  Sigma  and  re- 
produced in  its  entirety  in  the  Ex- 
changes. 

It  is  commended  to  the  chapters  for 
a  thorough  study  and  it  might  well  be 
clipped  and  kept  readily  at  the  hands 
of  executive  officers  of  the  chapter. 
Its  application  to  an  ailing  chapter 
would  not  be  the  simplest  matter  for 
it  involves  much  planning,  organiza- 
tion and  the  development  of  esprit  de 
corps.  But  it  offers  a  program  that 
sounds  more  practical  than  any  other 
cure-all  that  has  fallen  before  the  eyes 
of  this  browser  in  fraternity  htera- 
ture. 

In  this  program,  devised  by  a  sister 
organization,  it  may  be  that  a  means 
has  been  found  for  restoring  ailing 
chapters  to  full,  blooming  health.  We 
shall  never  know  unless  some  of  ours 
try  it  out.  If  it  will  work  let  it  be 
ascertained  by  practical  experience 
and  the  plan  made  a  part  of  Stand- 
ardized Procedure.  In  either  event, 
for  it  presents  some  thoughts  of  value 
irrespective  of  the  procedural  details, 
we  extend  our  thanks  to  Kappa  Sigma 
for  its  use. 


Wanted:  some  unique  chapters  let- 
ters, for  a  change,  having  what  the 
very  talented  editor  of  a  contempor- 
ary magazine  calls  "personality  at  the 
point  of  a  pen." 

It  has  been  quite  awhile  since  any 
of  our  chapter  historians  have  grown 
ambitious  and  concocted  a  chapter  let- 
ter that  has  made  the  Excogitator  sit 
up  and  take  notice.    He  expects  a  few 
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of  these  each  year.  The  current  year 
is  behind  in  its  quota. 

A  casual  glance  through  our  chap- 
ter letters  will  disclose  that  most  of 
them  are  written  hastily,  carelessly 
and,  in  most  instances,  by  members 
who  have  no  talent  for  writing.  Not 
only  are  they  flat  and  lifeless  in  ex- 
pression, but  even  more  dreary  in  con- 
tent. Recounting  activities  easily  de- 
generates into  near-statistics  unless  a 
breath  of  life  is  given  by  a  bit  of  good 
writing.  Especially  is  it  dull  for  an 
editor  to  have  to  wade  through  dozens 
and  dozens  of  declarations  as  to  the 
surpassing  qualities  of  the  pledges  of 
this  year  of  grace,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  extraordinary  success  of  a  dance, 
rather  frequently  designated  as  a 
"brawl,"  which  was  given  or,  more 
usually,  "thrown.'"  Even  an  Excogi- 
tator  of  fifteen  years"  fraternity  ex- 
perience can  appreciate  that  an  enjoy- 
able dance  lingers  in  the  mind  as  a 
rosey-tinged  memory,  but  it  makes 
mighty  little  difference  to  the  frater 
who  was  not  present  and  must  read 
through  the  details  before  he  reaches 
the  more  interesting  news  of  the 
chapter. 

What  discourages  an  editor  most  is 
to  struggle  through  a  chapter  letter 
that  has  been  palpably  written  in 
haste  and  to  find  not  even  the  multi- 
tude of  typing  errors  corrected,  to  say 
nothing  of  errors  in  diction,  grammar 
and  punctuation.  Next  in  point  of 
potency  for  discouragement  are  the 
letters  written  single  spaced,  allowing 
no  room  for  corrections,  and  those 
written  by  hand,  which  no  one  can 
read.  We  have  the  latter  weeded 
down  to  a  point  where  only  one  was 
received  this  time.  And  the  next  dis- 
couraging feature  is  the  failure  to  give 
first  names,  but  the  substitution  in  lieu 
thereof  the  title  of  "Brother:"'  A 
penny  for  every  "Brother"'  stricken 
from  chapter  letters  in  the  years  of 
our  editorial  regime  would  assure  the 


fraternity  of  a  wealthy  Excogitator. 
As  it  is,  his  impecuniousness  .... 

Let  us  propose  some  reform  in  the 
drafting  of  the  next  chapter  letters. 
First,  let  them  be  written  ten  days 
or  more  before  the  deadline  and,  after 
being  given  time  to  ripen,  carefully 
re-written.  Second,  let  them  be  writ- 
ten with  some  of  the  same  care  that 
would  be  accorded  a  theme.  Third, 
if  there  is  nothing  to  write  about, 
don"t  send  in  a  letter;  but  in  such 
event  please  notify  the  Grand  Secre- 
tary that  your  chapter  is  not  worthy 
of  a  charter  and  ask  him  to  either 
withdraw  it  or  send  a  receiver  to  take 
over  and  reorganize  the  chapter.  As 
was  said  above,  for  a  change  there  is 
wanted  some  unique  chapter  letters. 
May  I  ask  of  the  historian,  or  will 
some  one  ask  him  for  me,  "What 
have  you?" 


Some  of  our  chapters  have  com- 
plained, at  various  times,  that  they 
are  troubled  and  embarrassed  by 
alumni  using  the  chapter  house  as  a 
drinking  headquarters  or  as  a  place 
of  retirement  when  under  the  influ- 
ence of  liquor.  And  more  than  one 
chapter  has  troubledly  inquired, 
"What  can  we  do  about  it?" 

Doubtless,  and  properly,  under- 
graduate members  have  consideration 
for  the  feelings  and  the  rights  of 
alumni  and  they  do  not  desire  to  of- 
fend them.  But  they  need  have  no 
such  consideration  for  alumni  who 
think  so  little  of  their  fraternity  as  to 
use  it  as  a  tippling  rendezous.  In 
asking  an  inebriated  brother  to  leave 
the  house  and  not  return  until  he  is 
sober  and  not  drinking  the  chapter 
will  give  no  offense  to  any  alumnus  of 
value  to  it.  Alumni  who  can  and  will 
benefit  the  chapter  do  not  return  to  it 
either  drunk  or  drinking. 

And  where  is  the  dividing  line?  Is 
the  chapter  to  wait  until  a  brother  is 
drunk  before  he  be  requested  to  leave? 
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What  of  simply  taking  a  few  drinks 
in  the  house  during  which  no  one 
falls  under  its  influence?  The  answer 
must  be  the  same.  There  can  be  no 
temporizing  with  liquor  in  the  frater- 
nity house.  What  one  shall  do  wholly 
dissociated  from  fraternity  connec- 
tions is  his  private  affair.  We  cannot 
control  his  behavior  at  large.  But  the 
fraternity  can,  and  does,  demand  that 
liquor  be  kept  off  fraternity  premises 
and  out  of  fraternity  functions.  The 
chapter  is  the  place  neither  for  har- 
boring tippling  nor  for  the  sequestra- 
tion of  drunks.  For  undergraduates 
there  is  the  tub  and  ice  cold  water  for 
first  offenses  and  expulsion  for  con- 
tinued violation  of  the  rule.  For 
alumni  there  is  the  polite  request  to 
get  out  of  the  house  until  he  can  con- 
duct himself  as  a  member  should — 
and  there  are  usually  enough  men 
about  to  enforce  the  request. 

Chapters  that  are  embarrassed  in 
this  respect  will  do  well  to  run  a 
frank  statement  of  the  situation  in 
their  chapter  publication  and,  in  as- 
suring alumni  of  their  desire  and 
pleasure  to  have  them  visit,  spe- 
cificaliy  request  them  to  leave  their 
liquor  at  home.  Right-thinking  alumni 
will  commend  the  attitude  of  the 
chapter  and  hold  them  in  the  higher 
esteem  for  their  stand.  Some  of  the 
other  group  v;ill  feel  that  they  have 
been  affronted  by  the  ''dear  sisters" 
at  the  chapter  house  and  henceforth 
stay  away — to  the  everlasting  benefit 
of  the  chapter — while  the  majority 
will  admit  that  it  is  the  only  wise 
policy  the  chapter  can  pursue. 


And  while  we  are  speaking  of 
liquor  problem  let  it  be  remarked  that 
it  is  one  of  the  most  troublesome  we 
have.  Drinking  about  the  campuses 
is  all  too  prevalent.  The  tremendous 
increase  of  student  bodies  with  the  in- 
flux of  all  classes  of  matriculants,  in- 
cluding those  who  earnestly  endeavor 


to  avoid  contamination  from  things 
academic,  has  brought  its  quota  of 
those  whose  notion  of  genuine  sport  is 
a  friendly  drinking  bout  and  whose 
concept  of  a  fraternity  is  a  pleasant 
club  for  the  enjoyment  of  free  and 
easy  living. 

Now,  it  must  be  confessed  that 
those  who  will  and  those  who  will  not 
drink  cannot  be  classified  by  appear- 
ance, intelligence  or  previous  condi- 
tion of  servitude;  that  is  to  say,  de- 
spite prohibition  there  is  a  bit  of  mis- 
cellaneous drinking  going  on  here  and 
there.  But,  unfortunately,  the  frater- 
nities seem  to  get  more  than  their  fair 
proportion  of  the  avowed,  out-and- 
out,  catch-as-catch-can  drinkers  who 
believe  in  drinking  as  such,  just  to  be 
drinking,  and  who  illy  differentiate 
between  drinking  and  getting  drunk. 
The  fraternity  gets  an  undue  propor- 
tion of  these  fellows  because  they  are 
the  affable,  free-and-easy,  attractive 
chaps.  They  have  been  about  a  bit 
and  have  developed  an  attractive 
veneer,  considerable  social  poise  and 
grace  and  look  good  under  hectic 
rushing  conditions. 

It  is  to  the  everlasting  credit  of  the 
fraternity  that  these  chaps  are  held 
pretty  well  in  check  by  the  organiza- 
tions to  which  they  have  pledged  their 
allegiance.  There  is  probably  no  fra- 
ternity ritual  that  condones  drinking; 
certainly  no  national  administration; 
and  local  alumni,  for  the  most  part, 
lend  a  beneficent  influence.  The  net 
result  is  that  fellows  who  have  been 
willing  drinkers  feel  a  restraint  not 
known  before  their  fraternity  affilia- 
tion and  the  noteworthy  fact  is  not 
that  they  drink  as  much  as  they  do, 
but  that  they  drink  as  little  as  they 
do,  their  type  and  proclivities  con- 
sidered. 

This  is  the  gentry  that  causes  the 
scholastic  debacles,  the  occasional 
moral  problem,  and  makes  it  difficult 
to  put  the  chapter  back  on  a  whole- 
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some  basis.  Nor  is  their  influence 
good  on  younger  members.  We  shall 
continue  to  have  them,  however,  so 
long  as  rushing  is  not  a  carefully  sc' 
lective  process  with  a  desire  to  avoid 
these  chaps.  And  it  takes  back  bone 
for  active  men  to  turn  them  away — 
particularly  when  they  are  sensa- 
tional athletes.  There  will  be  found 
a  division  of  opinion  in  most  chapters 
as  to  whether  they  care  to  eliminate 
them,  whether  the  chapter  should  not 
have  its  quota  of  them,  if  for  no  other 
reason  for  the  advertising  the  athle- 
ticly  inclined  may  give  the  chapter. 
It  will  take  the  influence  of  mature 
and  scholarly  alumni  to  effect  a 
sounder  attitude  toward  this  question. 
Not  until  we  have  a  higher  concept  of 
the  fraternity,  are  ''sold"  (in  sales- 
manese)  on  the  fraternity  as  an  aux- 
iliary unit  of  the  college  or  univer- 
sity and  conceive  of  it  as  a  laboratory 
in  which  the  theory  of  the  classroom 
may  be  translated  into  daily  living, 
where  ideals  may  be  established  and 
fostered  and  a  wholesome  philosophy 
of  life  evolved — not  until  then  will 
we  make  substantial  headway  against 


those  who  are  now  causing  our  drink- 
ing problem. 

It  is  too  bad  for  the  fraternity  that 
its  editor  lacked  the  heart  to  hold  to 
the  fixed  deadline  (twenty  days  prior 
to  date  of  issue)  for  to  have  done  so 
would  have  resulted  in  $5.00  penalties 
assessed  against  most  of  our  chapters 
for  failing  to  submit  chapter  letters  on 
time.  Only  twenty  chapter  letters 
were  received  on  or  before  January 
10th  and  a  little  calculation  will  dis- 
close that  after  allowing  considerable 
time  the  delinquents  are  still  numer- 
ous, their  fines  aggregating  not  so  far 
from  $100.00.  That  will  help  reduce 
the  cost  of  printing  a  little. 

The  chapters  have  now  had  two  is- 
sues in  which  to  grow  accustomed  to 
the  rule  penalizing  them  for  their  fail- 
ure to  attend  to  this  matter.  That 
should  be  sufficient  and  hereafter  the 
deadline  for  chapter  letters  will  be 
rigidly  held  twenty  days  prior  to  the 
date  of  issue.        Avers 


"What's  that   nobleman's  title? 
"Money." 


Baron   of- 


— Cornell  Widow. 


The    oldest    Scotch    joke:      It's    pre-war. — Brown    Ju^ 


'Is   he   conceited?" 

'Conceited!      Why,    he   works   cross-word    puzzles   with    a    pen!" 

— Michigan  Gargoyle. 


THE  SUGGESTION  BOX 


How  One  Kappa  Sigma  Chapter  Made  Good  in  a  Year 


' — - —  chapter  had  fallen  on 

evil  days.  Missing  the  conception  of 
what  a  real  fraternity  stands  for,  it 
had  degenerated  until  its  chief  bid  for 
notoriety  on  the  campus  was  that  of 
booze  fighting  and  kindred  vices,  with 
a  few  athletes  as  a  sort  of  saving 
grace.  Socially  its  standing  was  poor; 
scholastically,  more  so;  politically,  nil, 
save  for  such  reflected  prestige  as  its 
athletes  bestowed  upon  it.  For  sev 
eral  years  a  mere  handful  of  men  rc' 
turned  to  college,  and  the  membership 
would  have  to  be  built  up  anew.  They 
were  careless  in  dress  and  personal 
appearance,  took  flunks  as  a  matter  of 
course,  and  resented  suggestions  from 
well-meaning  alumni. 

Finally  the  S.  E.  C.  gave  this  chap- 
ter one  year  in  which  to  make  good 
or  lose  its  charter;  and  make  good  it 
did.  A  scheme  of  internal  develop- 
ment was  devised  which  brought  im- 
mediate results.  Fortunately  the  chap- 
ter elected  for  its  officers  men  who 
meant  business  and  set  about  to  ac- 
complish things.  The  modus  operandi 
was  to  ascertain  what  things  were  at 
fault  and  then  to  cure  them.  It  was 
observed  that  the  most  effective  way 
to  create  the  proper  spirit  of  mutual 
improvement  was  by  getting  all  the 
men  in  the  house  into  the  game,  in- 
stead of  leaving  it  to  the  few  chapter 
officers,  who  in  this  case  were  dele- 
gated to  supervise  and  plan.  Accord- 
ingly numerous  standing  committees 
were  devised,  in  all  ten  or  twelve,  so 
as  to  give  every  member,  freshman  or 
senior,  some  specific  job.  There  were 
committees  on  the  house,  on  finance, 


on  rushing,  on  social  affairs,  on  dress, 
on  college  activities,  on  personal  bear- 
ing, on  alumni,  on  yard,  on  library, 
on  scholarship,  on  secret  work,  etc., 
each  with  its  own  particular  duty. 

The  committees  had  to  make  writ- 
ten reports  at  each  chapter  meeting, 
so  it  was  necessary  to  frame  up  a 
means  of  providing  them  with  subject 
matter.  A  suggestion  box  was  placed 
in  an  obscure  corner  of  the  library 
with  a  slit  in  the  top;  and  its  lid 
padlocked,  the  key  to  which  was  held 
by  the  Procurator.  Every  man  in  the_ 
chapter  (this  included  pledges,  -as 
freshmen  were  not  permitted,  by  uni- 
versity rules,  to  be  initiated  for  a  se- 
mester) was  directed  to  write  on  a 
slip  of  paper  any  suggestion,  criticism 
or  comment  whatsoever  which  oc- 
curred to  him  on  any  subject,  per- 
sonal or  otherwise.  The  slips  were 
unsigned  as  a  matter  of  course,  and 
in  some  cases  were  typewritten  or  the 
handwriting  disguised  for  obvious  rea- 
sons. The  brothers  soon  got  into  the 
spirit  of  the  thing  and  began  to  ob- 
serve faults  from  a  constructive  view- 
point until,  some  weeks,  as  many  as 
eighty  or  a  hundred  suggestions  were 
found  by  the  Procurator  when  he  un- 
locked the  box  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
tributing the  slips  among  the  commit- 
tees whose  duty  it  was  to  digest  and 
report  on  the  respective  suggestions 
assigned  to  them. 

The  observations  were  carried  out- 
side of  the  house,  and  every  time  a 
brother  visited  another  fraternity,  he 
was  required,  upon  his  return,  to  sit 
down  and  write  out  notes  of  what  he 
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had  seen  there;  notes  of  things  worth 
adopting  and  notes  of  things  to  be 
avoided.  Sometimes  as  many  as  fifteen 
suggestions  would  come  into  the  box 
from  a  single  visit  of  this  kind.  In 
this  way  the  chapter  not  only  profited 
by  its  own  experience,  but  by  that 
of  its  rivals  as  well — without  their 
knowing  it,  of  course. 

Each  committee  had  a  surprising 
amount  of  work  to  keep  it  busy,  but 
the  one  on  dress  and  personal  bear- 
ing were  particularly  active.  Every 
brother  was  called  before  one  of  these 
committees  in  private  session  when- 
ever he  got  careless  in  the  slightest 
degree,  whether  he  needed  a  hair  cut 
or  a  shave  oftener,  or  to  clean  his  fin- 
gernails, or  to  keep  his  shoes  shmed, 
or  his  clothes  pressed,  or  to  buy  more 
becoming  ties,  or  to  show  more  po- 
liteness in  company,  or  whatever  the 
occasion  might  be.  One  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  on  personal 
bearing  was  delegated  to  watch  the 
brothers  at  their  meals,  and,  when  no 
company  was  present,  call  anyone 
down  for  his  table  manners  whenever 
necessary.  Swearing,  drinking  and 
coarseness  of  every  kind  were  se- 
verely squelched.  The  Procurator 
imposed  a  fine  of  ten  cents  every  time 
a  brother  swore  inside  the  house. 
Moreover,  he  collected  it  on  the  spot, 
and  if  the  offender  did  not  have  the 
change,  he  had  to  borrow  it  at  once. 
In  the  beginning  several  dollars  3 
week  were  collected  in  this  way  and 
the  money  applied  to  a  fund  for  fresh 
flowers  for  the  table;  but  later  on,  this 
source  of  revenue  dwindled  down  to 
nothing,  and  the  flowers  had  to  be 
provided  in  another  way. 

Whenever  a  brother  became  ob- 
streperous or  mulish  and  resented  the 
official  suggestions  made  to  him,  the 
strong  arm  squad  was  summoned  and 
he  was  treated  to  an  ice  cold  bath. 
Few  brothers  needed  more  than  one 
tubbing  to  tame  them.      Pledges  re- 


ceived the  same  treatment,  and  when 
they  would  threaten  to  take  off  the 
pin  and  leave  the  house,  they  were 
promptly  handed  their  hats;  but  al- 
ways reconsidered  it. 

The  committee  on  scholarship  kept 
close  tab  on  the  work  each  man  Vv^as 
doing,  by  conferring  with  his  profes- 
sors, and  jacked  him  up  so  strenuously 
that  Kappa  Sigma  was  the  only  fra- 
ternity in  the  university  which  was 
able  to  initiate  all  of  its  freshmen  at 
the  end  of  the  semester,  a  twelve-hour 
credit  being  required  by  the  faculty. 

The  committee  on  college  affairs 
made  every  man  get  out  and  mix  and 
make  friendships  on  the  campus,  and 
participate  in  some  line  of  college  ac- 
tivity, either  in  athletics,  or  journal- 
ism, or  dramatics,  or  politics,  or  mu' 
sical  clubs,  or  the  band,  or  the  rooting 
section  on  the  bleachers  during  prac 
tice. 

The  committee  on  alumni  made  it  a 
particular  duty  to  answer  all  alumni 
communications  whatsoever,  promptly 
and  courteously;  and  to  arrange  din' 
ner  parties  for  various  alumni  and 
their  wives,  as  well  as  to  plan  special 
smokers  for  their  benefit.  By  this 
means  the  alumni  of  the  city,  who  had 
become  thoroughly  disgusted  with  the 
chapter,  were  quite  won  back  to  it. 

The  social  committee  profited  by 
the  suggestions  which  came  into  the 
box  to  such  an  extent  that  Kappa 
Sigma  parties  were  characterized  by 
original  and  pleasing  ideas.  More- 
over, this  committee  required  the 
members  to  go  out  and  make  calls  at 
the  sorority  houses  Sunday  evenings 
instead  of  chasing  down  town  as  they 
had  been  wont  to  do.  This  commit- 
tee, as  well,  set  aside  one  evening  in 
the  week  for  an  informal  dinner  party 
to  which  members  of  the  faculty  and 
their  wives,  and  the  college  girls  were 
invited. 

The  committee  on  the  library 
framed  up  a  stunt  among  the  routine 
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duties  which  afforded  much  diversion 
and  amusement.  At  the  dinner  table 
in  the  evening  when  all  of  the  fellows 
were  present,  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  would  get  out  the  chapter 
diary  and,  with  combined  efforts  of 
the  brothers,  write  a  page  for  that 
day;  which,  with  the  wits  of  twenty 
live  young  chaps  to  assist  him,  made 
mighty  interesting  reading.  Some  one 
of  them  always  had  an  episode  worth 
while  to  relate. 

The  house  committee  and  the  com- 
mittee on  the  yard  kept  things  neat 
as  could  be,  made  the  brothers  hang 
up  their  clothes  and  straighten  their 
rooms,  saw  to  it  that  clean  table  linen 
was  always  in  evidence,  that  the  liv- 
ing rooms  were  spick  and  span,  that 
the  grass  was  trimmed,  the  lawn  wa- 
tered, and  that  everything  about  the 
house  and  yard  was  in  shipshape  or- 
der. Of  course,  if  a  brother  left  his 
room  with  the  light  burning  for  more 
than  three  minutes,  he  was  fined 
twenty-five  cents. 

The  work  of  the  committee  on 
rushing,  secret  work  and  finance  is 
obvious.  As  a  matter,  of  course,  the 
rushing  committee  kept  a  good  live 
dope  book  and  lost  no  opportunity  to 
get  hold  of  prospective  freshmen  and 
entertain  them  whenever  possible.  The 
next  fall,  Kappa  Sigma  had  lines  on  a 
large  number  of  desirable  rushees. 

By  the  end  of  the  year,  this  chap- 
ter had  the  best  dressed  bunch  of  men 


in  the  college  (perhaps  the  most  fas- 
tidious among  them  being  a  brother 
who  the  fall  before  had  attended 
classes  with  holes  in  his  socks  so  large 
that  they  showed  above  his  shoe 
tops) ;  the  best  mixers  (for  they  in- 
vited many  fellows  to  the  house,  and 
in  return  had  been  given  much  op- 
portunity to  visit  elsewhere;  to  say 
nothing  of  their  wide  acquaintance 
formed  through  their  college  activi- 
ties) ;  had  regained  much  of  their  lost 
social  standing,  and  had  learned  to 
look  upon  Kappa  Sigma  as  something 
entirely  difi^erent  from  what  they  had 
ever  before  conceived  it  to  be.  The 
house-mother  of  one  of  the  sororities 
volunteered  the  information  that  the 
fellows  had  the  reputation  among  the 
girls  for  the  best  table  manners  in  col- 
lege. Prominent  members  of  other 
fraternities  expressed  amazement  at 
the  metamorphosis  of  our  chapter,  re- 
marking that  at  the  first  of  the  year  it 
was  down  and  out  for  sure.  They 
wanted  to  know  how  it  all  happened, 
but  were  not  told. 

The  suggestion  box  was  kept  a  se- 
cret, and  if  any  visitor  chanced  to  see 
it  tucked  away  in  its  corner,  he  was 
given  to  understand  merely  that  it 
was  for  fines  and  things  of  that  sort. 

Thus  did  one  chapter  make  good  in 
whirlwind  order.  The  lessoni  is  ob- 
vious. 

Bononia  Docet! — From  the  Cadn- 
ceus  of  Kappa  Sigma. 


YOUR  CHAPTER  IS  SLIPPING 


1.  When  it  initiates  a  man  whose 
scholastic  ability  is  questionable.  The 
most  reputable  fraternities  take  no 
chances. 

2.  When  it  initiates  a  man  whose 
ability  to  pay  his  way  is  questionable. 
No  chapter  can  be  independent  in  its 
selection  once  it  has  lost  financial 
soundness. 


3.  When,  under  pressure,  financial 
or  otherwise,  it  initiates  a  man  whom 
it  would  ordinarily  reject.  A  weak 
man  is  dangerous.  He  represents  your 
chapter  to  others.  He  influences 
others.  He  impresses  prospective 
pledges  badly.  He  draws  others  like 
himself  into  the  chapter.  He  mis- 
uses voting  power.     If  he  has  a  strong 
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personality,  or,  if  he  is  ''agreeable,'' 
he  may  do  much  harm. 

4.  When  it  pledges  a  doubtful  man 
on  the  assumption  that  he  may  be 
dropped  later.  A  pledge  enters  into 
the  life  of  the  chapter.  His  influence 
is  often  nearly  as  strong  as  if  he  were 
a  brother.  A  pledge  who  lives  in  the 
fraternity  house  may  cause  any 
amount  of  trouble.  He  may  split  the 
ranks  of  the  pledges.  He  often  di- 
vides the  active  brothers,  who  takes 
sides  for  or  against  him.  A  proposal 
to  drop  him  nearly  always  causes  dis' 
sention.  There  is  a  natural  reluctance 
to  break  a  pledge,  and  if  there  is  any 
excuse  for  initiating  a  man  who  has 
been  pledged,  he  usually  passes  to 
brotherhood. 

5.  When  it  shows  too  much  broth- 


erly indulgence  to  men  whose  general 
conduct,  scholastic  record,  or  financial 
irresponsibility  is  injurious  to  the 
brotherhood.  The  welfare  of  the 
brothers  at  large  is  better  protected, 
and  true  brotherhood  is  more  certainly 
assured  when  the  chapter  deals 
sharply  and  promptly  with  those  who 
threaten  its  quality. 

6.  When  it  elects  its  leaders  hastily 
or  unwisely.  Only  the  old  timers 
know  how  much  good  leadership 
means.  Nearly  all  serious  difficulty 
can  be  avoided  if  the  right  men  hold 
the  offices.  Generally  the  chapter  is 
as  good  as  its  leaders. 

7.  When  it  places  more  emphasis 
on  campus  activities  than  it  does  on 
scholarship. — From  Phi  Mu  Delta 
Triangle. 


WE  CAN  TRAVEL  THE  ROAD  BUT  ONCE 

Thomas  Arkle  Clark,  dean  of  men  at  the  University  of  Illinois  and  one 
of  the  best- informed  men  on  college  and  fraternity  affairs  in  the  country, 
recently  made  a  list  of  things  that  he  would  do  if  he  had  to  go  through  college 
again.    Were  he  to  begin  his  college  days  anew,  he  says,  he  would : 

1.  Develop  concentration  .  .  .  work  harder  but  not  so  long. 

2.  Learn  to  work  while  others  are  around. 

3.  Put  more  stress  on  learning  how  to  get  information  than  upon  the 
information  itself. 

4.  Find  more  difiicult  tasks  to  do. 

5.  Learn  to  speak  in  public. 

6.  Learn  to  play  well  some  athletic  game. 

7.  Learn  to  do  one  line  of  work  particularly  well. 

8.  Get  better  acquainted  with  his  instructors. 

9.  Take  ^ewer  courses  which  are  strictly  practical. 

10.  Have  an  avocation  which  would  bring  him  into  close  touch  with  men. 

■ — From  the  Caduceus  of  Kappa  Sigma. 


Prof.:    Any  questions? 

Voice:     Yes,    what    course    is    this? — Michigan    Gargoyle. 
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VERMONT  ALPHA 

T^HE  smoke  of  rushing  season  has  cleared 
away  for  another  successful  engage' 
ment  for  Vermont  Alpha.  As  we  had 
promised,  we  now  are  able  to  present  to 
our  brother  Sig  Eps  nineteen  of  the  best 
freshmen  on  the  hill. 

Among  our  recent  pledges  we  find  eight 
freshmen  football  players  and  an  assistant 
manager  of  the  team.  They  are  all  very 
promising  prospects  for  the  varsity  eleven 
next  fall.  Now  that  basketball  season 
has  opened  four  pledges  are  among  the 
candidates  for  the  freshman  team.  Hockey 
has  produced  two  more  pledges  to  help 
fill  the  shoes  of  some  of  our  departed 
brothers  in  that  sport.  The  remaining 
few  we  are  sure  to  hear  from  later  in 
the  year. 

While  basketball  is  still  on  the  wain 
here  at  Norwich,  Sig  Ep  finds  that  they 
must  stay  in  the  foreground.  Ex'captain 
of  foctball  Clarence  O'Donnell,  has  been 
elected  to  the  captaincy  of  basketball  to 
succeed  his  term  of  acting  captain  which 
he  so  ably  held  last  season.  Other  mem' 
bers  of  the  squad  are  Chester  Hartford, 
Dante  Aimi  and  Theodore  Martineau,  the 
two  former  starting  the  season  as  regulars 
with    the   captain. 

Hockey  has  commenced  for  its  third 
season  here.  Two  games  have  been  played 
hut  because  of  lack  of  practice  did  not 
give  a  very  creditable  showing.  Without 
a  doubt  the  two  boys  playing  the  best 
game  are  Everett  Waining,  star  football 
halfback  who  is  covering  center  ice,  and 
James  Fullerton  who  is  an  exceptional 
goalie.  Alton  Hourin,  our  four'letter 
man,  is  covering  one  of  the  defense  posi' 
tions:  Robert  Barney  and  Donald  Bugbee 
are  both  capable  substitutes.  Ex'captain 
of  hockey,  Gerald  Ellis,  is  handling  the 
coaching  this  year. 

Clarence  O'Donnell  has  just  captained 
what  has  been  considered  to  have  been 
the  best  football  team  that  has  ever  repre' 
sented  Norwich.  He  and  Alton  Hourin 
have  completed   four  years  of  football   tO' 


gether,  having  played  continuously  except 
when  being  held  out  for  injuries.  Gray 
Coane,  a  sophomore  playing  end,  com' 
pleted  an  exceptional  season,  scoring 
thirty-seven  points  to  be  placed  fiftieth 
among  seventy  high  scorers  of  the  East. 
He  was  the  only  lineman  in  the  list.  At 
one  time  he  ranked  sixteenth  among  the 
East's  leading  scorers.  Joseph  Tansey  has 
been  elected  as  the  third  consecutive  Sig 
Ep  football  captain  from  Winchester, 
Mass.  This  raises  our  total  of  consecutive 
football  captains  to  five.  Can  any  chapter 
beat  this  one?  Among  the  others  to  re' 
ceive  football  "N's"  were  Everett  Wain' 
ing,  Robert  Fuller,  Manager  Robert  Simp' 
son  and  Freshman  Manager  Erving  Fur' 
bush. 

With  the  winter  sports  team  we  have 
Gray  Coane.  William  Andrews,  Arnold 
Wiggin,  Robert  Simpson  and  probably 
several   pledges. 

Roger  Titus,  Donald  Bugbee,  Edward 
Berry  and  Theodore  Martineau  are  reprc 
senting  us  in  the  glee  club.  Robert  Bar' 
ney,  Roger  Titus  and  Robert  Nason  are 
members  of  the   dramatic  club. 

Robert  Simpson  was  recently  elected 
president  of  the  Norwich  Outing  Club 
with  Elmer  Robbins  as  secretary.  Simpson 
has  always  taken  a  great  interest  in  the 
club's  activities.  Last  summer  he  and 
Harold  Rabidou  hiked  over  the  Long  Trail 
in  Vermont,  he  to  break  the  record  by 
a  large  margin  when  Rabidou  had  to  drop 
out   on    account   of   an   injury   received. 

In  the  next  issue  we  shall  give  ycru  a 
little  information  on  the  basketball  pros' 
pects  under  Captain   Alton   Hourin. 

Commencement  week  we  are  planning 
on  a  big  home  coming  celebration  for 
the  alumni.  You  shall  probably  hear  more 
about  it  later  through  the  alumni  board. 
Here  is  just  another  little  subject  for  our 
alumni  to  be  thinking  about  because  very 
soon  it  has  got  to  be  recognized  as  more 
than  a  little  subject.  Sigma  Phi  Epsilon 
has  for  a  long  time  been  one  of  the  best 
fraternities  here  at  Norwich.  She  has  set 
up  some  wonderful  records  and  is  con' 
tinning  her  success  in  every  field.  Nat' 
urally,  it  is  inevitable  that  we  have  just 
POt  to  expand  and  that  time  is  only  a 
few  years  away.     You  must  know  that  we 
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are  thinking  of  the  prospects  of  a  new 
home.  We  now  have  thirtynine  active 
members  and  nineteen  pledges.  It  is  a 
continuous  battle  to  keep  our  membership 
to  the  limits  which  the  house  will  ac- 
commodate. It  is  apparently  too  small 
and  inadequate  for  our  needs.  What  are 
we  going  to  do  about  it?  Let's  hear  from 
some  of  the  alumni.  Have  they  any  sug- 
gestions? 


VERMONT  BETA 

'J'WENTY-FOUR  Sig  Eps  and  eight 
pledges  have  returned  after  a  stren- 
uous but  none  the  less  satisfactory  vaca- 
tion, to  pursue  their  many  and  various 
activities  with  renewed  spirit.  The  chap- 
ter is  settling  down  in  deadly  earnest  to 
prepare    for    Old    Man    Mid-years. 

During  the  vacation  many  of  the  fel- 
lows visited  many  of  the  alumni.  In  New 
York  City  several  of  the  alumni  arranged 
a  little  get-together  with  several  members 
of  this  chapter.  Usually  this  event  is  in 
the  form  of  a  theatre  party.  However, 
desiring  to  be  different,  the  boys  galloped 
over  to  the  Garden  to  witness  a  profes- 
sional  hockey  game. 

Unfavorable  weather  conditions  made  it 
impossible  to  complete  the  intramural  ten- 
nis tournament  in  which  we  are  repre- 
sented by  Fuhrer,  Dave  Daland,  and  Paul 
Daland.  Having  reached  the  semi-finals, 
we  are  expecting  to  capture  the  cup.  The 
basketball  team  under  the  capable  direc- 
tion of  Hoffnagle  is  showing  its  strength 
in  an  encouraging  manner.  Jackson  and 
Daland,  both  class  champions  in  handball 
last  year,  are  representing  the  house  on 
the  court. 

Four  men  represented  Sig  Ep  on  the 
gridiron  this  year.  Keenan  and  Mac 
Laughin  won  their  letters.  Green  and 
Duffany  saw  active  service  which  holds 
great  promise  for  next  year.  Manager 
Niles  and  Scrub  Manager  Brewer  held 
down  the  business  end  of  the  game  in 
fine  style.  Dalton,  always  up  front,  helped 
Middlebury  to  complete  a  successful  cross- 
country season.  The  hockey  team,  which 
is  looking  forward  to  another  champion- 
ship year,  is  aided  by  Jason,  who  is  out 
for  a  wing  position.  The  other  brothers 
are  engaged  in  the  extra-curricular  activi- 
ties which  make  the  wheels  go  'round  on 
the  campus. 

On  December  first  the  chapter  inaugur- 
ated its  first  social  function  of  the  year 
in  its  annual  pledge  dance  at  the  Middle- 
bury  Inn.  Further  functions  of  this  na- 
ture are  being  planned  by  the  social  com- 


mittee in  the  form  of  a  sleigh-ride,  the 
initiatory  banquet,  and  the  annual  formal 
dance.  Arrangements  are  being  made  to 
hold  the  initiatory  banquet  at  the  Bran- 
don Inn  on  February  twenty-second.  This 
date  falls  on  a  Friday  so  we  are  expecting 
a  goodly  delegation  of  the  alumni  to  be 
present. 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE  ALPHA 

Chapter    News    Article    Delinquent. 


MASSACHUSETTS  ALPHA 

Chapter    News    Article    Delinquent. 


SECOND  DISTRICT 


DELAWARE  ALPHA 

AT  the  present  time  Delaware  Alpha  is 
enjoying  one  of  its  best  years.  The 
chapter  is  well  represented  in  all  of  the 
winter  sports  at  Delaware.  The  swim- 
ming team  is  practically  composed  of  Sig 
Eps,  and  all  of  the  letter  men  on  the 
team  are  from  this  house.  In  the  swim- 
ming meet  against  Lehigh,  the  only  meet 
held  thus  far,  the  Sig  Ep  members  scored 
27  of  the  33  points.  The  score  of  the 
Lehigh  meet  was  3  3-25  in  favor  of  Dela- 
ware. The  relay  team  was  composed  of 
four  Sigma  Phi  Epsilons,  namely:  Captain 
Taylor,  ex-Captains  Reese  and  Reybold, 
and    a    pledge. 

Delaware  Alpha  is  represented  even  bet- 
ter in  basketball  than  swimming.  Eight 
of  the  ten  varsity  members  are  Sig  Eps. 
In  the  win  over  Movavian  an  entire  Sig 
Ep  team  played  the  greater  part  of  the 
second  half. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  pledging  sea- 
son shortly  after  Thanksgiving,  Delaware 
Alpha  announced  fourteen  pledges,  sev- 
eral of  whom  are  outstanding  in  the  fresh- 
man class.  The  chapter  is  well  pleased 
with  the  result  of  the  pledging  and  feel 
that  they  have  succeeded  in  bringing  the 
best   in    the    class   to   the   house. 

Brother  Hudiberg  of  Oklahoma  Alpha, 
who  is  now  an  interne  at  Delaware  Hos- 
pital in  Wilmington,  was  a  recent  house 
visitor.  The  chapter  hopes  to  have  him 
down  to  the  various  functions  of  the  fra- 
ternity  this   year. 

The  annual  formal  dance  will  be  held 
in  Old  College,  February  15.  The  social 
committee  assures  us  of  a  wonderful  dance 
on  this  occasion. 
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The  inter- fraternity  basketball  league 
will  get  under  way  shortly  and  Delaware 
Alpha  expects  to  have  a  strong  team  in 
the  field. 

Richard  Rinard. 


WEST  VIRGINIA  BETA 

TDARAMOUNT  among  the  communica' 
tions  of  West  Virginia  Beta  is  the 
announcement  that  Marshall  Glenn  will 
captain  the  1929  West  Virginia  grid  co- 
horts and  William  Harrick  the  1929  base- 
ball team. 

The  representation  of  the  chapter  on 
the  sports  teams  here  not  only  upholds 
the  local  traditions  but  is  indicative  of 
the  proficiency  of  three  families  in  ath- 
letics. Another  chapter  is  added  to  the 
Harrick  saga  with  the  advent  of  a  fifth 
brother,  George,  to  the  University,  and 
Bill's  selection  as  the  baseball  leader.  Bill 
is  the  fourth  member  of  the  tamily  to 
get  his  letter  in  baseball  and  the  second 
to  captain  the  team.  The  Glenn  tribe, 
represented  by  Marshall  and  Albert,  has 
starred  in  football,  basketball  and  track. 
Albert  will  coach  the  frosh  basketball  team 
this  year.  The  Nixons,  Ted  and  George, 
have  been  regulars  in  football  and  wres' 
tling  for  three  years. 

In  addition  to  these  luminaries.  West 
Virginia  Beta  has  on  the  roster  of  sports, 
the  names  of  Schad  for  basketball,  Bowlen 
for  wrestling  and  two  preps  who  were 
regulars  on  the  frosh  football  team.  One 
prep  appears  to  have  clinched  a  guard 
position  on  the  frosh  basketball  team. 

The  inauguration  of  intramural  athletics 
at  West  Virginia  University  found  the 
Sig  Eps  out  in  full  force.  By  winning 
in  four  of  the  eight  divisions,  in  the  mat 
tournament,  we  copped  the  wrestling  cup 
and  climbed  to  the  third  rung  of  the 
ladder  for  all-year  rating.  Our  basketball 
hopes  are  high,  and  the  boys  are  working 
hard  to  bring  the  first  intramural  title 
to  the  Sig  Eps. 

Parties  were  held  at  Thanksgiving  and 
Christmas  at  the  chapter  house.  The  in- 
augural ceremonies  for  the  new  president 
of  the  university  and  the  annual  tussle 
with  the  Washington  and  Jefferson  grid- 
men  brought  many  alumni  to  the  chapter 
house.  They  were  feted  with  a  turkey 
dinner. 

Santa  Glaus  came  to  the  house  on  De- 
cember 19  and  distributed  gifts  to  the 
members.  These  were  turned  over  to  the 
Salvation  Army.  A  tree,  decorations,  rc' 
freshments  and  spirit  were  in  keeping  with 
the  season.  " 


Among  the  non-athletic  honors  to  come 
to  Sig  Eps,  chief  is  the  induction  of  Mar- 
shall Glenn  into  Mountain,  highest  honor- 
ary organization  on  the  campus.  Schad, 
Noel,  and  Davis  are  neophytes  in  Torch 
and  Serpent,  sophomore  group.  Brown- 
ing and  Cooke  have  been  pledged  to 
Journaliers,  honorary  journalistic  frater- 
nity. 

To  commemorate  the  achievements  of 
Brother  Dan  D'Aiuto,  who  died  in  Au- 
gust in  Richmond,  and  to  mark  the  esteem 
in  which  he  was  held  by  the  chapter,  a 
memorial  will  be  erected  at  the  chapter 
house.  A  committee  has  been  appointed 
to   settle   upon   a   plan. 

A  gold  gavel  was  presented  to  Tom 
Brafford,  erstwhile  president,  by  the 
pledges  initiated  in  his  regime  as  a  token 
of  appreciation  for  his  services  during  his 
tenure    of   office. 

Daniel  Boughner. 


PENNSYLVANIA  DELTA 

TN    three    weeks    the    fraternities    at    the 

University  of  Pennsylvania  will  start 
rushing  the  freshmen.  As  we  have  already 
organized  an  elaborate  rushing  campaign, 
we  have  great  hopes  to  secure  a  very 
representative  group  of  the  first  year  men. 
To  put  this  over  we  shall  need  alumni 
support  and  now  that  the  alumni  are 
organized  on  a  more  permanent  basis 
things  look  very  bright  for  their  help  in 
this  matter. 

Last  Thanksgiving  we  had  the  honor 
of  entertaining  one  of  the  largest  groups 
of  alumni  that  has  ever  visited  the  house 
at  one  time.  If  the  graduates  would  only 
realize  how  much  we  appreciated  their 
presence  at  that  time,  I  am  sure  they 
would  see  us  much  more  often.  Charlie 
Dagit,  Jim  Hughes,  Frank  Huff,  and  many 
other  alumni  helped  us  considerably  in 
entertaining  the  guests  here  on  Thanks- 
giving. The  house  wants  to  thank  them 
for  all  they  did  in  making  this  occasion 
a  success. 

The  day  after  this  occasion  Lem  Geyer 
was  notified  that  he  was  elected  manager 
of  football  for  1929-30.  Rod  Derr  also 
had  the  honor  of  assistant  manager  of 
soccer  being  bestowed  on  him.  Wilfred 
Barnes,  manager  of  boxing  and  other  ac- 
tivities, was  elected  to  the  Friars  Senior 
Society,  thereby  giving  the  house  five 
senior  hat  men.  This  fact  speaks  for 
itself  as  to  what  the  boys  are  doing  at 
Pennsylvania  Delta. 

Charles  LaClair,  now  a  freshman  at 
Jefferson      Medical      College,      is      rapidly 
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rounding  into  a  full  fledged  doctor.  We 
expect  to  hear  great  things  from  this 
brother  in  the  future.  Ed  Briggs  now 
may  be  seen  running  to  classes  at  the 
Pennsylvania  Medical  School.  Charles 
Kiel  is  also  becoming  quite  a  success  at 
pulling  teeth,  but  so  far  I  have  not  heard 
of  any  of  the  brothers  having  their's 
pulled.  However,  we  may  have  one  or 
two  contests  later  on. 

Bill  Corson  and  Bill  Gretz  have  now 
reconditioned  their  1914  Stearns-Knight 
and  may  be  seen  any  morning  around 
nine  o'clock  going  to  classes  in  it.  This 
automobile  is  the  pride  and  joy  of  the 
fraternity,  and  even  though  it  looks  rather 
antique  it  has  a  great  deal  of  power  and 
has  even  been  gotten  up  to  thirty-eight 
miles  an  hour. 

The  dates  for  the  spring  week-end,  also 
our  silver  jubilee,  will  be  announced  with' 
in  a  few  weeks.  We  expect  to  have  this 
occasion  prepared  for  many  weeks  in  ad' 
vance:  so  alumni  please  take  notice  of  all 
fraternity  correspondence  from  now  on. 
,  Llewellyn  Dryfoos. 


PENNSYLVANIA  ETA 

"\^ITH  the  coming  of  the  cold  weather, 
the  fellows  are  beginning  to  actively 
participate  in  the  winter  sports.  Every- 
one has  some  definite  interest  and  is  try- 
ing to  give  his  best  in  his  line.  The  house 
basketball  team  started  practice  before 
Christmas  and  is  still  hard  at  work  in 
January.  Among  the  pledges  we  have 
received  some  very  promising  material  and 
with  their  added  strength  we  should  get 
far  in  the  interfraternitv  eliminations. 
Manager  James  Tomb  has  drawn  up  a  sort 
of  road  schedule  whereby  the  team  will 
play  some  of  the  better  teams  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  State  College.  The  championship 
cup  is  very  beautiful  this  year  and  would 
be  a   decided   asset  to  the  trophy  case. 

The  house  wrestling  team  this  year  is 
the  same  as  the  championship  team  of 
last  year  with  the  exception  of  one  man. 
If  we  succeed  in  filling  the  place  left  by 
Walt  Maschall  we  will  have  a  team  that 
will  no  doubt  repeat  its  victory  of  last 
year.  The  fellows  have  been  working  out 
regularly  since  Christmas  and  are  deter- 
mined  to  do  their  best. 

Gersen  and  Campbell  are  out  for  the 
basketball  team  and  their  prospepts  are 
excellent  for  making  the  squad.  Both  men 
have  exceptionaf  high  school  records  and 
under  a  good  coach  will  no  doubt  make 
out  well.  Miller  and  Lewis  are  out  for 
boxing  and   are   doing  their  best  to  make 


things  warm  for  the  other  contestants. 
Both  men  are  seasoned  fighters  and  we 
hope   to   see   them   do   well   in   this  sport. 

With  the  coming  of  the  cold  weather, 
Penn  State  has  had  her  first  skating  pond. 
That  the  new  development  is  popular  with 
the  fellows  is  shown  by  the  number  of 
representatives  we  have  on  the  ice  during 
empty  hours.  A  good  many  skate  and 
there  is  a  possibility  of  a  hockey  team. 
Sweeney  has  been  the  leading  spirit  in 
the  hockey  movement.  Being  a  New 
Englander,  he  has  seen  ice  before  and 
knows  a  few  tricks  with  a  hockey  stick. 
He  can  skate  as  good  as  the  best  of 
them  and  is  showing  the  boys  the  accepted 
methods  for  keeping  on  their  feet.  Some 
of  us  are  still  in  the  embyro  stage  as 
far  as  being  graceful  on  skates  is  con- 
cerned but  with  practice  we  hope  to  im- 
prove. 

On  January  fifth  the  house  exchanged  a 
dance  with  our  neighbors,  the  Delta  Sigma 
Phi  fraternity.  The  fact  that  eight  other 
fraternities  were  dancing  the  same  night 
would  seem  to  be  a  good  excuse  for  a 
poor  turnout,  but  the  floor  was  crowded 
with  couples,  all  out  for  a  good  time  and 
all  claimed  it  to  be  a  great  success.  We 
have  a  reputation  for  throwing  good 
dances  and  with  the  co-operation  of  the 
Delta  Sigma  Phi's  this  one  was  certainly 
another  success. 

Seven  men  being  admitted  to  honorary 
fraternities  is  proof  of  the  serious  efforts 
of  the  fellows  to  uphold  the  high  scholastic 
standing  of  the  house.  Herb  Bair  made 
Tau  Beta  Pi  and  Eta  Kappa  Nu;  Gordon 
Kleinstiver,  Scabbard  and  Blade  and  Eta 
Kappa  Nu:  Frank  Summcy,  Tau  Beta 
Pi;  Ray  Shive.  Sigma  Tau  and  Eta  Kappa 
Nu:  James  Tomb,  Phi  Mu  Sigma  and 
Scabbard  and  Blade:  Edward  Berlet,  Delta 
Sigma  Pi.  and  Raymond  Freas,  Phi  Mu 
Sigma. 

Charles  E.  Hendrixon,  Jr. 


PENNSYLVANIA  THETA 

'PHE  members  of  Pennsylvania  Theta 
had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  Carnegie 
Institute  of  Technology  complete  a  most 
successful  football  season.  After  running 
rough-shod  over  all  opposition,  the  Tartan 
warriors  found  themselves  too  weak  to 
check  the  charges  of  the  New  York  Uni- 
versity eleven,  and  were  defeated  in  the 
last  game. 

Two  men  shared  the  football  honors 
which  came  to  Carnegie.  We  wish  to 
extend  our  congratulations  to  William 
Kuosman  who  finished   his  splendid  three 
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years  service  as  varsity  end.  Paul  Kramer, 
as  assistant  football  manager,  filled  his 
position  very  competently. 

The  dance  which  the  alumni  chapter 
sponsored  on  Thanksgiving,  at  the  chap- 
ter house,  was  a  gala  affair.  Several 
brothers  from  Pennsylvania  Eta  were  up 
to  make  the   gathering  more  jovial. 

After  two  weeks  of  rushing,  the  at- 
tention of  Carnegie  was  turned  toward 
Sigma  Phi  Epsilon  which  not  only  re- 
ceived the  greatest  number  of  pledges, 
but  also  obtained  the  choicest  material  of 
the  freshman  class,  in  their  seventeen  new 
men.  Inspired  by  the  capable  leadership 
of  Leslie  Hanson,  as  chairman  of  the 
rushing  committee,  each  member  played 
an  active  part  in  the  work.  Leon  Hart- 
man  and  his  social  committee  made  the 
evenings  enjoyable  to  all. 

Basketball  season  is  here,  and  we  find 
Robert  Kilgore  again  at  the  training  table. 
He  is  one  of  the  varsity  forwards.  Frank 
Simpson  is  kept  busy  as  assistant  basket- 
ball  manager. 

Our  outlook  in  the  intramural  basket- 
ball league  is  very  promising.  The  boys 
have  already  started  practicing,  and  there 
is  much  assurance  of  a  victorious  team. 

Two  of  the  men  are  connected  with  the 
swimming  team.  Robert  Wood  is  man- 
ager and  Paul  Kramer  is  a  member  of 
the  team. 

Robert  Johnson,  who  leads  the  junior 
class  in  scholarship,  has  been  the  recipient 
of  mo^re  honors.  He  has  recently  been 
initiated  into  Tau  Beta  Pi,  Eta  Kappa  Nu 
and  Scabbard  and  Blade.  Norman  Lind- 
say has  also  received  honor  in  the  form 
of  an   Eta  Kappa  Nu  key. 

Donald  Cole  is  our  lone,  but  worthy 
representative  on  the  rifle  team.  Donald 
shows  promise  of  distinguishing  himself, 
as   his  brother   did    in    the   same    field. 

The  chapter  is  represented  in  the  glee 
club  by  Thomas  Young,  Jr.,  John  Ward, 
and   Donald   Cole. 

The  influenza  epidemic  which  invaled 
Pittsburgh  made  it  necessarv  to  close  the 
school  a  few  days  before  Christmas  recess 
was  scheduled  to  bepin,  and  to  delay  the 
resuming  of  classes  for  a  week.  Fortun- 
ately, most  of  the  men  avoided  the  sick- 
ness and  returned  after  three  enjoyable 
weeks  of  vacation.  Everyone  is  now  busy 
preparing  for  the  mid-vear  examinations 
which  take  place  the  first  week  in  Feb- 
ruary. 

Malcolm  Morrison. 


NEW  YORK  ALPHA 

AFTER  having  completed  a  successful 
season  in  the  interfraternity  swimming 
competition,  in  which  we  surprised  the 
campus  by  winning  the  championship  over 
a  team  that  had  won  the  cup  for  two 
successive  years  and  was  favored  to  re- 
peat, we  are  now  turning  our  attention 
to  basketball.  New  York  Alpha  will  be 
represented  by  nearly  the  same  team  which 
last  year  carried  it  all  the  way  through 
to  the  finals.  We  are  hoping  to  make  at 
least   as   good   a   showing   again   this   year. 

Several  of  the  boys  are  displaying  their 
wares  before  the  various  coaches.  Among 
them  we  find  William  A.  Newman  who 
earned  his  block  letter  in  football  and 
is  now  one  of  the  outstanding  candidates 
for  the  boxing  team.  In  track  we  are 
represented  by  four  likely  looking  men. 
Willard  J.  Russell,  a  cross-country  man, 
and  Harvey  J.  Andra,  a  veteran  of  l^ast 
year's  mile  relay  team,  are  competing  at 
the  quarter  mile  distance.  George  W. 
Pasco,  another  letter  man  in  track,  is 
working  out  daily  with  the  sprint  men 
while  J.  William  Kepner  is  making  a  de- 
termined bid  for  one  of  the  high  jumping 
positions.  A.  William  DeFilippo  is  going 
good  in  basketball  and  has  held  down  a 
guard  position  in  every  game  the  team 
has  played. 

After  considerable  delay  our  Christmas 
formal  dance  finally  took  place  on  the 
night  of  January  5^  at  the  chapter  house 
and  was  voted  a  success  by  all  who  at- 
tended. 

Our  new  house  is  entirely  completed 
now  and  has  received  much  favorable 
comment  from  people  about  the  campus. 
We  are  expecting  to  have  a  house  warm- 
ing   some   time    in    the    near    future. 

James  A.   Baylie. 


PENNSYLVANIA  EPSILON 

Chapter    News    Article    Delinquent. 


NEW  YORK  BETA 

T^HE  last  three  months  have  seen  big 
events  at  New  York  Beta.  Many 
social  affairs  have  marked  the  coming  of 
cold  weather.  Back  in  November  we  had 
a  big  time  over  the  week-end  of  the  Dart- 
mouth game.  The  house  was  full  of 
alumni,  with  and  without  wives.  The 
game  itself  was  rather  a  disappointment 
to  Cornell,  but  was  quite  satisfactory  from 
our  standpoint  inasmuch  as  both  our  rep- 
resentatives on  the  squad  saw  plenty  of 
action. 

Then  on  December  seventh  we  had  our 
annual  fall   formal.     It  was  unusually  sue- 
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cessful,    being    pronounced    by    all    as    tiic 
best  in   some  time. 

Just  before  Christmas  vacation  started 
we  held  our  regular  Christmas  paily. 
This  was  also  a  great  success  except  for 
the  sophomores  who  lost  their  wrestling 
meet  with  the  freshmen,  thereby  acquir- 
ing freshman  duties  for  the  week  follow- 
ing vacation. 

Cornell's  football  season  could  hardly 
be  called  successful  this  year,  but  the 
chapter  felt  well  compensated  when  P.  K. 
Champion  and  John  McGowin  won  the 
coveted  football  letters.  McGowan,  though 
hurt  in  the  early  part  of  the  season,  was 
one  of  the  three  sophomores  winning  that 
honor. 

The  house  has  not  been  very  successful 
in  interfraternity  sports  this  year,  as  yet, 
but  all  who  have  participated  have  enjoyed 
them.  That  is  the  real  purpose  of  such 
sports,  so  in  a  sense  we  have  succeeded. 
Our  hockey  team  is  composed  mainly  of 
last  year's  lacrosse  players  so  we  are  ex- 
pecting   great    things    from    them. 

Henry  Williams  is  now  assistant  man- 
ager of  freshman  basketball.  He  will 
soon  be  manager,  as  the  present  manager 
will  be  graduated  at  the  end  of  this  term. 
Henry  Fischer  is  working  daily  on  the 
rowing  machines  in  order  to  be  in  good 
shape  when  the  crews  take  to  the  water 
in  the  spring.  Three  of  our  pledges  are 
also  working   on   the   machines. 

The  hockey  season  has  started  and  Joe 
Buchignani,  our  representative  on  the 
minor  sports  competition,  reports  that  Cor- 
nell should  have  a  good  team  this  year. 
The  first  game  with  Union  was  postponed 
due  to  illness  among  the  Union  players. 
The  less  said  about  Cornell's  basketball 
team  the  better.  It  got  off  to  a  good 
start,  winning  the  first  two  games,  but 
since  then,  out  of  six  games,  it  has  not 
won    one. 

Jim  Knipe.  another  of  our  energetic 
sophomores,  is  fencing  daily  under  thfe  di- 
rection of  Coach  Darrieulat.  Frank  Lloyd, 
also  a  sophomore,  won  the  115-pound 
championship  in  the  university  novice 
meet.  He  is  now  entered  in  the  univer- 
sity championship  tournament. 

The  "flu"  has  at  last  reached  Ithaca. 
The  actual  disease  is  still  pretty  scarce, 
but  the  infirmary  is  taxed  to  its  capacity 
With  cases  of  la  grippe.  Most  everyone 
in  the  house  is  suffering  from  a  cold,  but 
so  far  only  two  have  deemed  it  n/cessary 
to  visit  the  university  hospital.  Impend- 
ing finals  are  keeping  many  others  on 
their  feet,  who  would  have  succumbed  un- 
der ordinary  conditions,  long  before  now. 
Frank  W.  Lloyd. 


MICHIGAN  ALPHA 

TN  an  effort  to  establish  a  closer  bond 
between  our  alumni  and  the  active  chap- 
ter, it  was  decided  to  hold  a  monster  Sig 
Ep  homecoming  this  year,  unsurpassed  m 
the  history  of  Michigan  Alpha,  which 
will  take  place  on  February  23rd,  the 
day  of  the  formal  initiation  of  the  pledges 
into  the  biotherhood.  Plans  for  the  event 
are  already  well  under  way  and  it  is  hoped 
that  many  of  our  "older  brothers"  will 
find  it  possible  to  be  with  us  at  that  time. 
The  program  will  start  in  the  afternoon 
with  the  formal  initiation.  In  the  evening, 
the  lowa-Michigan  basketball  game  will  be 
attended  by  the  brothers,  which  in  turn 
will  be  followed  by  a  banquet  in  honor 
of  the  pledges  at  the  chapter  house.  The 
plan  is  a  distinct  innovation  in  the  his- 
tory of  this  chapter,  and  we  hope  that 
it  will  be  well  received  by  our  numerous 
alumni  in  these  parts. 

Twelve  men  are  now  wearing  the  pledge 
button  of  Sigma  Phi  Epsilon  and  have 
shown  an  active  interest  in  the  affairs 
about   the   house. 

The  annual  J-hop  party  will  be  held 
February  8-10.  This  event  is  a  tradi- 
tion at  the  chapter  and  under  the  direc- 
tion of  John  Groves,  our  social  chairman, 
the  party  this  year  promises  to  be  finer 
than  ever. 

The  annual  Christmas  party  which  was 
to  have  been  held  in  Detroit  this  year, 
was  postponed  until  the  spring.  This  is 
another  step  in  our  attempt  to  become 
more  familiar  with  our  alumni,  and  the 
idea  of  the  Detroit  party  has  met  with 
the  hearty  approval  of  the  many  Sig  Eps 
residing  in   that   city. 

Harold  Hager  is  representing  the  uni- 
versity on  the  wrestling  squad,  competing 
in  the  heavyweight  division.  He  won 
the  all-campus  crown  again  this  year  and 
won  his  first  match  in  the  Big  Ten 
schedule. 

James  Rhines  is  our  latest  representa- 
tive on  Michigan's  hockey  team.  He  has 
made  a  good  record  as  goalie. 

The  many  intramural  sports  have  at' 
tractcd  teams  from  the  chapter  and  each 
have  made  a  very  creditable  showing  in 
the  keen  competition.  Basketball  and 
handball  are  the  leading  attractions  of  the 
season  which  are  now  being  contested. 
Donald  J.  Kline. 


SCOTCH  TRAFFIC  CODE 

Red  Light:  Turn  off  the  engine. 
Yellow  Light:  Get  out  and  crank. 
Green  Light:    Go  fast  and  save  gas. 

— Reserve  Red  Cat. 
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DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA  ALPHA 

DISTRICT  of  Columbia  Alpha  reports 
an  outstanding  year,  proof  of  which 
is  the  marked  enthusiasm  pervading  the 
atmosphere  of  the  house.  No  little  credit 
for  this  fortunate  circumstance  can  be 
attributed  to  the  many  Sig  Eps  who 
have  visited  the  capital  city  during  the 
course  of  the  year  and  who  have  made 
their  headquarters  at  the  house. 

Dean  D.  McBrien,  Nebraska  Alpha,  is 
on  leave  from  his  post  as  head  of  the 
history  department  at  the  State  Teachers' 
College  of  Arkansas  and  is  pursuing  a 
course  of  studies  at  the  university  leading 
to  a  doctor's  degree.  "Mac,"  who  lived 
at  the  house  until  his  family  came  to 
join  him,  has  been  of  inestimable  service 
to  us  in  matters  fraternal.  His  advice 
is  much  sought  after. 

Lieutenant  Seth  Gayle,  Virginia  Alpha, 
has  been  a  frequent  visitor  while  sta- 
tioned here  to  attend  a  post  graduate  med- 
ical  course   at  the   Walter   Reed   hospital. 

Clarence  Harper,  Washington  Beta,  re- 
cently returned  from  Edinburgh,  Scotland, 
where  he  was  vice  consul,  spent  a  few 
weeks  with  us.  His  diplomatic  training 
stood  us  in  good  stead  for  the  rushing 
season.  The  wanderlust  getting  the  most 
of  Brother  Harper,  he  was  last  heard 
from  in  Yokahama  on  his  way  to  Manila 
where  he  will  be  a  representative  of  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce. 

Charles  Whitfield's  genial  smile  and 
happy  spirit  did  much  to  enliven  those 
dark  days  just  before  mid-semesters.  He 
hails  from  Iowa  Alpha. 

Luis  Joel  Roberts,  California  Beta,  is 
living  at  the  house  and  attending  the 
university  where  he  is  enrolled  in  the 
school  of  government  with  ambitions  for 
a  master's  degree.  His  good  humor  and 
western  airs  have  had  a  salutary  effect 
upon  the  bored  sophistication  which  some 
of   us   think   it   necessary   to   adopt. 

Of  particular  interest,  socially  speaking, 
have  been  the  dances  given  at  the  chapter 
house.  The  New  Year's  Eve  party  capped 
the  climax  and  was  universally  acclaimed 
the  best  of  all.  Situated  as  this  chapter 
is  in  the  whirl  and  glitter  of  Washington 
society,  unusual  credit  must  be  given  to 
the  social  committee,  of  which  William 
Shaw  is  chairman,  for  the  ability  to  give 
a  party  preferred  to  other  affairs  by  lead- 
ing debutantes.  ' 


Leonard  Jenson,  Sig  Ep  delegate  to,  the 
interfraternity  council,  was  elected  treas- 
urer of  that  body. 

Leonard  Jenson  and  William  Shaw  were 
signally  honored  by  being  initiated  to  the 
Gate  and  Key,  an  interfraternity  honor 
society. 

Alben  E.  Olson,  affectionately  "Joe 
College,"  who  graduated  last  year  as  presi' 
dent  of  his  class  and  the  receiver  of  many 
collegiate  honors,  spent  the  holidays  here. 
Brother  Olson  was  not  seen  around  the 
house  very  much.  It  is  rumored — come 
on,   no   gossiping. 

Graham  Fly,  fraternalist  par  excellence, 
came  back  for  the  season  and  entertained 
the  boys  with  many  stories  and  much  col- 
legiate lore. 

Milton  D.  Ladd  and  wife  were  last 
heard  from  in  the  wilds  of  Montana. 
"Mickey"  is  stationed  at  Butte  with  the 
department  of  justice.  The  writer  well 
remembers  "goat  days"  when  this  brother 
made  the  statement  that  there  was  no 
justice.  The  writer  hails  from  Montana. 
Brother  Ladd  has  his  just  deserts.  No 
offense. 

The  chapter  was  deeply  concerned  to 
learn  that  Merritt  Lee  Sallinger,  campus 
favorite,  would  not  return  to  school  after 
the  holidays.  His  absence  will  be  a  dis- 
tinct loss. 

From  time  to  time  interest  has  been 
evinced  in  the  establishment  of  a  library 
for  the  use  of  the  brothers.  To  further 
this  worthy  cause  Justice  Chambers  do- 
nated the  use  of  some  two  hundred  vol- 
umes on  a  variety  of  subjects. 

James  F.  Healy,  president,  has  arranged 
for  a  series  of  smokers  which  will  be 
addressed  by  various  prominent  figures. 
Brother  Healy  feels  that  this  program  will 
be  of  deep  and  lasting  value  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  fraternity.  In  the  near  future 
Dr.  Waldo  Schmitt  will  relate  his  exper- 
iences at  Juan  Fernandez.  The  occasion 
will  be  a  smoker  attended  by  alumni, 
brothers,  and  pledges. 

Tallmadge  Boyd,  who  is  employed  by 
the  Potomac  Flying  Service,  can  frequently 
be  seen  soaring  above  the  house.  Going 
down  the  scale  of  employment  we  en- 
counter a  plebe  who  spent  several  inter- 
esting weeks  as  a  "keeper"  at  St.  Eliza- 
beth's hospital   for  the  insane. 

William  A.  'Vandergrift  was  elected 
vice-president. 

The  chapter  will  soon  hold  initiation 
for  eight  pledges.  At  present  these 
worthies  are  undergoing  a  rigorous  train- 
ing to  fit  them  for  membership.  The 
goat  master  has  applied  himself  with  in- 
defatigable   assiduity    (and      paddles!)    to 
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accomplish  this  herculean  task  and  assures 
us  that  the  next  issue  of  the  Journal 
will  bear  the  names  of  men  well  qualified 
to  go  down  in  Sig  Ep  history.  By  the 
way,  among  the  plebes  is  the  son  of  a 
Sig  Ep.  William  H.  Harrison. 


VIRGINIA  ALPHA 
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VIRGINIA  DELTA 
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VIRGINIA  EPSILON 
HTHE  mid'point  of  the  school  year  seems 
to   be   a   fitting   and   appropriate   time 
to  review  the  events  and  developments  of 
the  chapter  for  the  past  semester. 

To  begin  with,  the  comfort  of  our 
house  has  been  greatly  increased  by  the 
efforts  of  the  alumni  board  who  sent  us 
a  complete  new  suite  of  furniture  for  the 
card   room. 

Looking  back  over  athletic  activities, 
we  find  that  Virginia  Epsilon  has  been 
well  represented.  Three  pledges  were 
outstanding  players  on  the  freshman  foot- 
ball team  and  will  surely  make  places  for 
themselves  on  the  varsity  next  year. 
Robert  Martin  held  down  his  position  as 
guard  of  the  Fighting  Generals  again  this 
year.  On  the  indoor  track  team  a  pledge 
has  a  place  as  a  runner  of  the  440. 
Pomeroy  is  rounding  into  good  form  for 
his  third   year  in  the  pole  vault. 

Richard  P.  Carter  has  the  literary  hon- 
ors of  the  chapter  as  vice-president  of  the 
Lee  Blue  Pencil  Club  which  wai  ad- 
mitted to  Sigma  Delta  Chi,  honorary  pro- 
fessional journalism  fraternity,  the  nine- 
teenth of  last  month.  This  was  an  ap- 
propriate date  for  installation,  being  the 
birthday  of  Robert  E.  Lee,  who  founded 
the  first  school  of  journalism  in  the  world 
at   Washington   and   Lee. 

The  next  big  events  on  our  program 
are  fancy  dress,  the  foremost  mid-winter 
dance  of  the  South,  and  initiation,  which 
occurs  during  the  second  week  of  Feb- 
ruary. H.    L.    Shook. 


A 


VIRGINIA  ZETA 

S  the  school  year  has  progressejd  the 
chapter  has  done  likewise  and  in  every 
way  we  are  getting  on  the  map  among 
the  campus  activities.  In  the  last  few 
months  we  have  had  four  men  pledged 
and   initiated   into  Chi   Beta   Phi.    national 


honorary  scientific  fraternity.  These  men 
were  Massie,  Montgomery,  Barber,  and 
Evans. 

Douthat  made  his  letter  in  football  and 
Montgomery  and  Fielding  made  good  rec- 
ords as  substitutes  on  the  varsity.  A 
pledge  made  a  fine  showing  on  the  fresh- 
man team  and  gained  honorable  mention 
in  the  accounts  of  each  game,  while  an- 
other pledge  was  an  enviable  substitute. 
The  football  season  was  not  successful  for 
Randolph-Macon  because  of  lack  of  mate- 
rial and  the  small  student  body  to  choose 
from  but  we  are  glad  to  report  the  Sig 
Eps  are  doing  their  part. 

The  basketball  season  has  just  opened 
and  the  result  is  several  victories  of  which 
we  are  proud.  Although  we  do  not  have 
a  regular  on  the  team,  we  have  Douthat 
and  Montgomery  who  are  capable  sub- 
stitutes and  are  making  a  good  record 
when  given  a  chance.  The  freshman 
team  is  just  being  organized  at  this  writ- 
ing so  we  can  not  say  what  the  pledges 
will  do  in  this  line  but  we  are  expecting 
a    good    showing    from    them. 

Since  the  last  Journal  we  have  pledged 
and  initiated  G.  L.  Jones,  who  is  a  junior 
this  year  and  a  member  of  Chi  Beta  Phi, 
a  regular  on  the  lacrosse  squad,  and  is 
doing   well    in    the    scholastic   line. 

With  the  coming  of  spring  we  hope 
to  be  well  represented  in  all  of  the  warm- 
weather  sports.  On  the  baseball  squad 
we  will  be  represented  by  Montgomery 
and  Douthat,  the  former  being  a  star  as 
well  as  a  letter  man  of  last  year's  team. 
Van  Pelt,  who  showed  up  so  well  in  his 
freshman  year,  is  expected  to  be  one  of 
the  regulars  of  the  pitching  staff  this  year. 
On  the  lacrosse  squad  we  will  be  repre- 
sented by  Massie,  Brown,  Jones,  and 
Copley. 

Following  the  Thanksgiving  dances,  the 
house  welcomed  a  party  given  by  the 
Eleven  Club,  ribbon  society.  A  buffet 
supper  was  served  and  all  seemed  to  enjoy 
the  occasion. 

Within  the  last  few  months  we  have 
been  glad  to  welcome  some  of  our  alumni, 
among  whom  were:  Gunn,  Tune,  Richard- 
son, Jeffreys,  Amory,  Pence,  Bowman, 
Britton,  Walker,  Copley  and  others  whom 
we  are  unable  to  recall  at  the  present 
time.  Alumni,  we  wish  you  would  come 
more  often  and  at  any  time  you  may 
feel  sure  that  you  will  receive  a  hearty 
welcome. 

B.  G.  Smith  has  been  initiated  into 
Pi  Nu,  honorary  educational  fraternity, 
end  VanPelt  is  another  member  of  that 
organization. 

Joseph  Copley. 
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NORTH  CAROLINA  BETA 

"M^ORTH  Carolina  Beta  is  somewhat 
smaller  this  year  than  heretofore  but 
it  is  very  active  and  it  is  represented  in 
nearly  all  phases  of  student  activities  on 
the  campus.  There  were  eight  men 
pledged  this  year  and  all  seem  to  be  very 
active  on  the  campus.  Two  upperclass- 
men  were  pledged  this  year  and  have 
already    been    initiated. 

Dan  Hutchinson  was  our  representative 
to  the  Conclave  this  year  and  when  he 
returned  he  gave  us  many  new  and  better 
ideas   that  were   discussed. 

The  chapter  has  just  finished  the  season 
of  interfraternity  football,  at  which  they 
showed  up  mighty  well.  During  the  win- 
ter  term  the  boys  will  be  engaged  in 
interfraternity  basketball.  We  have  a 
mighty  promising  team. 

There  have  been  several  house  dances 
given  this  year  and  all  have  proved  to 
be  very  successful.  Everyone  looks  for' 
ward  to  these  dances  which  are  given 
about  once  a  month. 

J.   Frank   Freeze. 


NORTH   CAROLINA  GAMMA 

"XA/^HEN  the  time  comes  to  initiate 
pledges,  there  are  usually  a  few  fresh- 
men who  are  ineligible  for  initiation  be- 
cause  of  their  scholarship.  Since  we  have 
pledged  a  large  number  of  freshmen  this 
year,  we  apprehended  this  might  happen 
and  have  taken  precautions.  The  plan 
which  we  have  devised  to  prevent  our 
freshmen  from  failing  work  is  to  require 
them  to  attend  a  freshman  study  hall.  All 
freshmen  averaging  85  or  above  are  ex- 
empt. The  study  hall  is  kept  every  eve- 
ning except  Saturday  from  7  until  9 
o'clock.  One  of  the  brothers  acts  as 
schoolmaster  by  keeping  order  and  help- 
ing the  freshmen  with  their  work.  Each 
freshman  is  allowed  one  cut  a  week. 
Over-cuts  and  horseplay  in  study  hall  is 
punished  "to  the  tune  of  a  hickory  stick." 
The  study  hall  has  been  held  since  the 
first  of  October  and  is  not,  therefore, 
merely  a  device  to  prepare  freshmen  for 
exams.  We  sincerely  believe  that  this 
year  our  freshmen  will  be  better  prepared 
for  examinations  and  more  than  the  aver- 
age will  be  initiated. 

We    have    done    other    things    for    our 
freshmen     besides     making     then     attend 


study  hall.  On  the  night  before  Thanks- 
giving the  chapter  gave  a  pledge  dance. 
Several  of  the  brothers  and  their  Sig  Ep 
girls  attended  the  dance.  It  was  held  at 
the  Woman's  Club  and  music  was  fur- 
nished by  a  popular  college  orchestra. 
The  club  was  decorated  with  our  colors, 
and  an  illuminated  heart  hung  at  one 
end  of  the  hall.  Throughout  the  evening 
frozen  punch  and  sandwiches  were  served. 
The  dance  was  a  great  success  and,  un- 
doubtedly, one  of  the  most  enjoyable  af- 
fairi  ever  given  by  the  chapter. 

To  add  to  our  comfort  and  pleasure 
we  have  installed  a  radio  in  our  chapter 
room.  Several  of  the  brothers  have  stayed 
up  till  the  wee  hours  of  the  morning 
trying  to  get  California,  Guam,  or  what- 
ever might  be  on  the  air  at  that  time. 
We  were  the  first  fraternity  on  the 
campus  to  install  a  radio.  Since  then 
other  fraternities  have  followed  our  ex- 
ample. 

In  addition  to  our  radio  we  have  pur- 
chased several  pieces  of  furniture  which 
add  beauty  and  comfort  to  our  chapter 
room  which  is  now  furnished  exceptionally 
well  and  we  are  very  proud  of  it. 

Vernon  Altvater,  Colorado  Alpha,  who 
has  been  attending  Duke  University  this 
year,  is  now  an  active  member  of  the 
chapter.  He  has  already  done  beneficial 
work  for  our  chapter,  and  we  are  glad 
to    have    him    affiliated    with    us. 

George  W.  Sanders. 


NORTH  CAROLINA  DELTA 
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OHIO  ALPHA 

"PUSHING  started  at  the  beginning  of 
the  winter  quarter  and  the  chapter 
pledged  fifteen  future  Sig  Eps.  We  now 
have  thirty-eight  men  in  the  house  and 
things  are   moving   along   at   top   speed. 

Dailey  and  Stickles  are  holding  down 
regular  berths  on  the  varsity  basketball 
squad.  The  pre-season  trip  of  the  varsity 
through  Pennsylvania  proved  disastrous, 
hut  the  boys  hope  to  hit  their  stride  when 
they   tackle   the   Ohio    Conference. 

President  Kaufman  recently  received  a 
letter  from  a  local  at  Wittenberg  College, 
which  has  hopes  of  being  the  revived 
Ohio  Beta  chapter.  As  this  is  written 
a  number  of  the  boys  are  planning  to 
attend    an    informal    this    local    is    giving 
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so  that  the  Ohio  chapters  may  look  them 
over. 

Intramural  basketball  got  under  way 
after  the  holidays.  Though  the  first  game 
was  lost  to  the  Delta  Sigs,  we  will  have 
a  strong  team  after  the  boys  get  some 
more    practice. 

At  the  annual  football  banquet  Gamber 
was  awarded  his  letter  for  the  service  he 
gave  the  team  up  until  the  time  he  was 
hurt  in  the  Heidleberg  game.  Along  with 
Gamber  five  of  the  other  boys  were 
awarded  the  coveted  "N."  These  were 
Gutknecht,  Clark,  Dailey,  Drury  and 
Biggs. 

Russell  Wood  took  the  January  state 
bar  examination  at  Columbus  and  is  again 
back  in  school  to  resume  his  work  for  his 
LL.B.  He  says  it  was  a  tough  exam  and 
he  is  rubbing  his  rabbit's  foot  until  he 
hears  how  he  hit   it. 

Kyle  Cummons  pulled  the  proverbial 
fast  one  between  quarters  and  married 
the  girl  of  his  dreams — or  was  it  his  child' 
hood  sweetheart?  Well,  anyway,  he  mar- 
ried her.  The  boys  didn't  look  any  the 
worse   from   the   cigars   Kyle    put    out. 

Now  that  the  long,   cold  winter  nights 

are  here  the  boys  are  taking  to  the  books 

like  ducks  to  water.     Ohio  Alpha  should 

bring  home  the  scholarship  cup  this  term. 

CoRwiN  V.  Black. 


OHIO  GAMMA 
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OHIO  EPSILON 

'PHE  most  recent  Sig  Ep  member  of  the 
Ohio  Wesleyan  faculty  is  P.  H.  Law- 
less, Kansas  Alpha,  professor  of  voice. 
Among  his  contributions  to  Sigma  Phi 
Epsilon  are  his  three  songs  found  in  the 
Sig  Ep  song  book,  "Memories,"  "A  Jolly 
Good  Bunch,"  and  "Sig  Ep  Boys."  Dr. 
Lawless  becomes  the  eighth  member  of 
the  Sig  Ep  group  on  the  Wesleyan  fac- 
ultyj  which  is  the  largest  fraternity  rep- 
resentation on  the  faculty. 

The  Sig  Eps  again  come  to  the  fore 
on  the  Wesleyan  campus,  but  this  time 
it  is  in  entirely  a  new  kind  of  endeavor. 
Soon  after  it  was  announced  that  Omricon 
Delta  Kappa,  honorary  senior  society,  was 
giving  a  cup  to  the  fraternity  with  the 
best  decorations  on  home  coming  day  the 
Sig  Eps  began  to  move  as  a  unit  under 
the  leadership  of  Ed  Poinier.  His  right 
hand  man  was  Art  Poinier,  the  master 
cartoonist  from  Chicago.  The  left  hand 
man  was  a  pledge  with  artistic  abilities. 
Of  course,  with  such  an  organization,  the 
judges  had  very  little  difficulty  in  decid- 
ing that  the  beautiful  loving  cup  should 
rest  on  the  Sig  Ep  mantle. 

James  Lang. 
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INDIANA  ALPHA 

''ITH  the  end  of  the  first  semester  ap- 
proaching, we  can  look  over  the  fall 
semester  with  a  great  deal  of  satisfaction. 
We  have  kept  our  name  to  the  front  on 
the   Purdue   campus   this   fall. 

In  athletics,  basketball,  wrestHng,  and 
indoor  track  hold  the  most  interest.  In- 
diana Alpha  is  not  represented  on  the 
basketball  team  this  year,  but  we  have  first 
class  performers  in  the  other  two  sports. 
Libby  Eward,  a  sophomore,  is  sure  of  a 
place  on  Coach  Miller's  wrestling  team. 
Libby  weighs  210  pounds  and  will  meet 
all  comers  in  the  unlimited  class  for  Pur- 
due. L.  Sindelar  will  lead  Purdue  this 
year  in  track.  His  consistency  in  win- 
ning points  for  Purdue  in  the  javelin 
throw  was  well  rewarded  when  he  was 
elected  captain  of  the  Purdue  team  for 
the  year  1928-29.  Sindelar  is  also  work- 
ing for  a  place  on  the  swimming  team. 
He  excells  in   fancy  diving. 

Indiana  Alpha  is  represented  in  ten 
campus  honor  societies.  The  chapter  is 
represented  in  more  honorary  fraternities 
than  ever  before  in  the  history  of  the 
house — in  ten  of  the  eleven  honoraries  in 
the  school.  These  men  and  their  attain- 
ments are:  Tau  Beta  Pi,  E.  H.  Nieder- 
auer,  W.  L.  Utley;  Scabbard  and  Blade, 
M.  G.  Winget,  J.  S.  Fenton;  Eta  Kappa 
Nu,  W.  L.  Utley;  Phi  Lambda  Upsilon, 
E.  H.  Niederauer;  Contour,  M.  G.  Win- 
get:  Tau  Kappa  Alpha,  J.  S.  Fenton,  M. 
C.  Smith;  Gimlet,  E.  H.  Niederauer,  M. 
G.  Winget;  Sigma  Delta  Chi,  E.  H. 
Niederauer;  Kappa  Phi  Simga,  J.  S.  Fen- 
ton; Catalyst,  E.  H.  Niederauer.  In  three 
of  these  fraternities  Sig  Eps  hold  offices. 
Fenton  is  president  of  Tau  Kappa  Alpha, 
Winget  is  secretary  of  Contour,  and 
Niederauer  is  secretary  of  Phi  Lambda 
Upsilon. 

In  interfraternity  athletics,  now  well 
under  way,  Indiana  Alpha  proudly  dis- 
plays her  trophy  for  having  the  champion 
swimming  team  in  the  school.  The  team, 
composed  of  A.  E.  Everitt,  L.  R.  Sindelar 
and  three  pledges,  had  a  great  battle  with 
the  Sig  Chis.  The  team  won  after  a 
complete   walk-away   in   the   medley   relay. 

With  our  new  purple  and  red  jerseys 
the  Sig  Ep  basketball  team  will  probably 
hit  a  good  stride.  Thus  far  we  have 
beaten  the  Phi  Gams  and  been  beaten 
by   the   Theta    Chi's. 

Marion    C.    Smith. 
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GEORGIA  ALPHA 

"RUSHING  season  has  come  and  gone, 
leaving  Georgia  Alpha  with  twelve  of 
the  best  freshmen  in  school,  all  of  whom 
are  showing  up  well  in  activities  as  well 
as   scholarship. 

Founders'  Day  was  celebrated  with  a 
banquet  at  the  Henry  Grady  hotel.  A 
large  number  of  our  Atlanta  alumni  were 
present,  making  it  a  most  successful  event. 
The  much'talked'of  new  house  program 
v;as  brought  up  at  this  time.  A  sound 
financial  plan,  differing  from  former  plans 
in  many  respects,  was  introduced  and  im- 
mediately put  into  effect.  Willis  Milner, 
an  alumnus  of  this  chapter,  is  responsible 
for  this  plan  and  is  actively  engaged  in 
putting  it  through.  At  the  present  rate 
of  progress  the  chapter  should  be  installed 
in  new  quarters  by  next  fall.  We  will 
then  be  among  the  select  few,  as  there 
are  only  two  new  chapter  houses  on  the 
campus  at  present. 

The  annual  homecoming  game  with  the 
University  of  Georgia  was  the  occasion 
for  the  usual  Dutch  supper,  and  the  good 
time  anticipated  was  had  by  all. 

Preparations  are  underway  for  the  big 
Sig  Ep  dinner  dance  on  Valentine  Day. 
Druid  Hills  Country  Club  has  been  en- 
gaged for  the  dinner  and  the  dance  fol- 
lowing, and  we  are  looking  forward  to 
having  one  of  the  biggest  parties  of  the 
year. 

Georgia  Alpha  is  up  to  its  usual  stand- 
ard in  the  way  of  activities.  Greene, 
Lassiter  and  Underwood  have  been  elected 
to  the  Cotillion  Club,  Greene  is  pledged 
Kappa  Eta  Kappa,  honorary  electrical  fra- 
ternity, and  Lassiter  has  been  initiated 
into  Pi  Delta  Epsilon,  honorary  journalis- 
tic fraternity.  Griffin  was  recently  in- 
itiated into  Scabbard  and  Blade,  and  Cole- 
man has  been  pledged  Alpha  Kappa  Psi 
and  initiated  into  Skull  and  Key,  the 
honorary  sophomore  society.  Jake  Lawo. 
famous  fraternity  basketball  star  and  vet- 
eran captain  of  the  chapter  team,  is  back 
again  and  has  added  to  his  already  for- 
midable record  a  membership  in  the 
Scientia  Club.  A  pledge  has  been  making 
an  enviable  record  on  the  freshman  bas- 
ketball team,  and  has  been  elected  cap- 
tain.    H.   G.   Law.   center  on   thd*  football 


squad,    made    the    trip    to    California   with 
the  Golden  Tornado. 

We  are  fortunate  this  year  in  having 
the  very  active  support  and  interest  of  the 
Atlanta  Alumni  chapter,  for  which  we  are 
very  grateful. 

Howard  A.  Griffith,  Jr. 


ALABAMA  ALPHA 

r^HRISTMAS  holidays  being  over  every- 
body is  getting  back  down  to  work. 
Everybody  reports  an  excellent  Christmas, 
especially  after  the  extra  week  given  on 
account  of  the  "flu." 

Exams  begin  on  January  18 — a  very  dis- 
couraging fact  after  such  a  long  vacation. 
But  after  exams  come  the  mid-term 
dances,  a  social  event  of  three  days,  and 
what   an   event   it   will   be! 

Every  effort  possible  is  being  made  to 
aid  the  freshmen  in  their  work,  so  that 
they  will  come  up  to  the  scholastic  re- 
quirements for  initiation,  and  also  to  raise 
our  general  average  which  was  compara- 
tively low  last  year.  We  hope  to  be  able 
to  initiate  a  high  percentage  of  our  pledges 
this  year. 

The  "flu"  broke  into  our  social  program 
before  Christmas,  as  school  turned  out  a 
week  early  on  account  of  the  "flu."  A 
Christmas  party  had  been  planned  by  the 
chapter,  and  a  smoker  by  the  freshmen, 
both  of  which  had  to  be  called  off. 

Mullins  and  DeVaughn  are  showing  up 
well  on  the  basketball  team  this  year,  Mul' 
lins  being  a  veteran  from  last  season,  and 
is  one  of  the  most  valuable  men  on  the 
team  this  year.  This  is  DeVaughn's  first 
year  on  the  varsity  but  he  has  already  been 
performing  like  a  veteran. 

When  the  regular  basketball  season  is 
over  fraternity  basketball  begins.  We 
have  an  excellent  chance  to  win  the  cham- 
pionship this  year.  We  went  to  the  semi- 
finals last  year,  and  expect  to  do  better 
this  year. 

Tuxworth,  a  three-year  letter  man  in 
football  and  track,  is  going  to  try  his  luck 
at  baseball  this  season  and  from  all  indica- 
tions he  will  most  likely  hold  down  a 
position  on  the  Auburn  nine,  who  were 
conference  champions  last  year. 

Garden  of  Chattanooga,  Tennessee,  at- 
tended the  banquet  given  by  the  alumni 
of  Chattanooga  during  the  Christmas  holi- 
days, and  reports  that  a  delightful  time 
was  had  by  all. 

The  presentation  of  the  freshmen  foot- 
ball numerals  will  take  place  after  exam- 
inations. Four  of  our  freshmen  will  more 
than  likely  be  awarded  numerals. 
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Freshman  basketball  has  just  begun,  in 
which  we  are  well  represented,  having 
five  men  out  for  the  team. 

J.  L.  Wilson. 


TENNESSEE  ALPHA 
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IGMA  Phi  Epsilon  was  well  represented 
in  football  this  year  on  the  campus  of 
the  University  of  Florida.  Dale  Vansickle, 
Harry  Green  and  Tom  Perry  played  a 
wonderful  season  of  football  and  are  slated 
to  do  bigger  things  next  year.  Vansickle 
brought  to  us  the  highest  honor  ever 
given  to  a  football  man  of  Florida,  when 
he  was  selected  on  the  All'American  team 
as  one  of  the  outstanding  ends  in  the 
United  States.  This  is  the  first  time  the 
University  of  Rorida  has  ever  had  a  man 
on  an  All- American,  which  makes  the 
honor  still  greater.  His  name  also  ap- 
pears on  the  first  All'Southern  team.  Al- 
though Green  and  Perry  did  not  achieve 
All-American,  their  play  was  highly  com- 
mendable and  they  were  praised  from 
many  sources. 

Basketball  season  is  in  full  swing  now 
and  Sigma  Phi  Epsilon  has  two  members 
on  the  varsity  squad:  Eugene  Fisher  and 
Dale  Vansickle.  One  of  our  pledges,  an 
all-state  basketball  man,  is  on  the  fresh- 
man team,  and  he  is  one  of  our  best 
prospects  in  this  line  of  sports.  Intra- 
mural basketball  is  before  the  chapter  now 
and  we  have  a  better  chance  of  winning 
the  trophy  this  year  than  ever  before. 
We  already  have  several  victories  to  our 
credit. 

Mid-term  examinations  are  only  a  few- 
days  off  and  the  entire  chapter  is  doing 
quite  a  bit  of  "boning  and  cramming." 
The  pledges  are  working  even  harder  be- 
cause they  must  pass  so  many  hours  before 
they  can  be  initiated.  The  regular  annual 
initiation  will  take  place  shortly  after  the 
exams. 

Joe  Carter  has  the  highest  scholastic 
grades  of  the  chapter  and  has  held  a  place 
on  the  honor  roll  of  the  university  for 
the  first  three  months  of  this  year. 

James  A.  Cody. 
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MISSISSIPPI  ALPHA 
'THE  chapter  is  just  beginning  to  feel 
that  it  IS  no  longer  in  the  adolescent 
stage  and  is  fast  putting  away  childish 
things.  With  the  addition  of  three  more 
pledges  since  the  beginning  of  school,  ac- 
tivities at  "Ole  Miss"  are  fast  feehng  the 
efforts  of  Sig  Eps.  Gant  is  director  of 
the  Mississippi  Collegians,  the  most  famous 
college  orchestra  in  the  state,  while  a 
freshman  handles  the  second  saxophone  in 
the  group;  Gallaspie,  erstwhile  head  of  the 
chapter,  is  a  graduate  in  the  medical 
school  this  year  and  a  member  of  Theta 
Kappa  Psi,  medical  fraternity;  a  carry- 
over pledge  is  bidding  for  a  place  on  the 
basketball  team  which  won  the  Southern 
Conference  championship  last  year  and 
looks  as  if  it  might  repeat  in  1929.  Dar- 
nell, a  member  of  the  A.  S.  C.  E.,  is 
also  property  manager  for  the  Marionettes 
and   Glee   Club  at  the  same  time. 

Mississippi  Alpha  opened  her  social  sea- 
son with  a  very  successful  dance  for  the 
pledges,  original  decorations  featuring  the 
event.  The  chief  center  of  interest  and 
receiver  of  much  comment  was  an  im- 
mense gold  heart,  placed  at  the  end  of 
the  hall,  and  bordered  with  alternate  pearl 
and  ruby  lights  which  also  changed  color 
as  the  lights  in  the  room  flashed  on  and 
off.  Later  a  very  informal  smoker  brought 
the  boys  together  for  an  afternoon  of 
hilarious  fun  and  frolic.  The  very  strin- 
gent laws  governing  fraternities  here  for- 
bid each  fraternity  to  have  more  than  two 
socials  during  the  entire  year  in  which 
outside  guests  are  invited,  so  that  our 
final  dance  will  be  an  affair  to  look  for- 
ward  to  and  afterward   remember. 

The  chapter  is  looking  forward  to  inter- 
fraternity  baseball,  having  last  year  as  a 
local  won  second  place  on  the  campus, 
and  since  then  adding  several  men  who 
are  sure  to  prove  assets  to  us  in  such 
contests. 

The  Christmas  holidays  had  a  very 
disastrous  effect  on  one  of  our  number. 
Marsalis  by  name,  who  took  advantage  of 
the  moonlight  on  the  Mississippi  to  take 
unto  himself  a  wife.  He  finishes  in  the 
law  school  next  year  and  the  chapter  is 
extending  congratulations  individually  in 
various   ways. 

As  a  general  outlook  the  future  looks 
bright  for  the  chapter.  With  new  plans 
formulated  and  under  way  for  the  promo- 
tion of  activities  and  scholarship  standing, 
committees  which  function  of  their  own 
accord  and  a  spirit  of  cooperation  here- 
tofore unexcelled,  we  expect  to  be  respon- 
sible for  greater  doings  in  the  future. 

G.  H.  Hicks. 
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IOWA  ALPHA 

QINCE  the  end  of  the  first  semester  is 
drawing  near,  Iowa  Alpha  js  spend' 
ing  most  of  her  time  in  cracking  the 
books  for  those  exams.  The  chapter  is 
working  hard  to  maintain  the  scholarship 
standing  which  they  have  set  here  on 
Wesleyan's  campus.  Last  year  we  easily 
won  the  large  cup  given  by  the  school 
to  the  fraternity  having  the  highest  scholas' 
tic  standing  for  the  year.  With  the  ex' 
ception  of  two  years  ago  when  the  Sig 
Eps  came  second  we  have  won  the  scholar- 
ship  honors  for  the  last  four  years.  From 
the  reports  that  are  coming  in  it  looks 
as  though  we  were  going  to  repeat  again 
this  year.  When  we  have  won  two  more 
years  the  large  cup  that  now  adorns  our 
mantel  will  stay  there   permanently. 

This  year  we  have  more  men  than  ever 
before  in  the  campus  activities.  Practi' 
cally  every  man  in  the  house  is  interested 
and  is  making  good  in  at  least  one  activity 
of  importance.  To  begin  with,  when  the 
smoke  cleared  from  the  class  and  student 
councils  elections  we  found  that  Sam 
Ewart,  senior;  Fred  Miller,  junior; 
Mearl  Wood,  sophomore;  and  a  pledge 
had  obtained  the  presidency  of  their  re- 
spective classes.  Four  men  were  elected 
to  the  student  council,  Denis  Jones  head- 
ing that  organization.  When  the  list  of 
officers  of  the  various  organizations  was 
published  in  the  Wesleyan  News  a  few 
weeks  ago  it  was  found  that  eleven  of 
the  thirty-three  organizations  on  the 
campus  were  headed  by  Sig  Eps.  This 
number  included  girls'  organizations  in 
which  the  Sig  Eps  had  no  chance  to  par- 
ticipate. 

In  journalistic  fields  the  Sig  Eps  seem 
to  have  a  corner  on  the  Weslevan  News, 
Denis  Jones  is  editor,  Fred  Miller,  busi- 
ness manager,  while  Jack  Thomas  looks 
after  the  advertising  department  and  Sam 
Ewart  is  managing  editor.  Also  we  have 
a  number  of  men  on  the  annual  staff  and 
Dick  Musgrave  helps  on  the  "Wesleyan 
Woofus,"   the   college  humor  magazine. 

In  football  Clinton  Wood,  Sam  Ewart 
and  two  pledges  received  letters  in  that 
sport.  Wood  was  playing  his  last  year 
and  was  rated  as  one  of  the  best  captains 
a  Wesleyan  football  team  ever  had. 
Again  in  basketball  we  rated  the  captain. 
At  present,  however.  Captain  William 
Zillmer  is  nursing  a  slight  attack  of  pneu- 
monia in   the  hospital,  but  he  is  ^xpected 


to  be  playing  again  in  two  or  three  weeks. 
In  basketball  a  pledge  is  able  to  hold  a 
position  on  the  team  at  center.  He  is  a 
big  blonde  chap  and  an  athlete  of  no 
mean  ability.  The  Sig  Ep  basketball  team 
that  won  the  interfraternity  basketball 
tournament  last  year  is  organized  again 
and  is  playing  a  few  independent  teams 
over  the  country  and  as  yet  have  not 
been  beaten. 

There  are  other  men  in  all  lines  of 
activities  on  the  campus.  We  rate  seven 
men  on  the  glee  club,  and  a  number  in  the 
dramatic  club.  Many  of  the  neophytes 
are  working  hard  and  are  finding  places 
in  the  various  campus  activities. 

Besides  everyone  being  engaged  in  out- 
side activities,  the  scholarship  standing  of 
the  house  still  keeps  its  high  standard, 
always  getting  our  quota  of  men  in  Iota 
Phi,  Wesleyan's  honorary  scholastic  fra- 
ternity. 

Sam    R.    Ewart. 


IOWA  BETA 

"^^ITH  the  close  of  the  football  season, 
Iowa  Beta  had  a  very  great  honor 
conferred  upon  one  of  her  men.  George 
Schlenker,  tackle  on  Iowa  State's  team, 
and  All-Sig  Ep  selection  last  fall,  was 
elected  to  be  the  pilot  of  the  Cyclones 
next  season.  This  is  the  first  time  in 
the  history  of  the  local  chapter  that  this 
honor  has  been  given  to  them. 

The  captain  of  last  year's  basketball 
team.  Max  Staver,  is  with  us  this  year, 
and  is  assisting  Coach  Menze  with  the 
freshmen. 

A  new  scheme  was  tried  out  recently 
in  intramural  athletics.  A  series  of 
events  known  as  the  Pentathlon,  com- 
sisting  of  shot-put,  rope  climb,  100- 
yard  dash  and  high-jump,  was  in- 
augurated. All  men  were  required  to 
compete  and  each  house  received  a  score 
in  proportion  to  the  number  of  men  com- 
peting. It  was  also  possible  to  enter  as 
a  group  or  individually.  Sigma  Phi  Ep- 
silon was  second  in  the  group  rating. 
Two  of  our  men.  Don  Blair  and  Max 
Staver,  had  perfect  records  and  were  al- 
lowed to  take  part  in  the  finals  for  in- 
dividual honors. 

Don  Blair  is  also  holding  up  our  end 
in  wrestling  this  year.  While  he  was 
eliminated  for  a  berth  on  the  team,  he 
has  not  yet  given  up  the  fight  and  plans 
to  get  into  some  of  the  college  meets  this 
winter.  He  is  the  brother  of  the  famous 
James  Blair,  185-pound  man,  who  was  in 
school   a  few  years  ago. 
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With  football  season  over  and  track 
not  yet  begun,  Fred  Lutjens  has  turned 
his  attention  to  the  classroom  and  is  there 
making  a  bid   for  scholastic  honors. 

At  this  writing,  Iowa  Beta  has  begun 
to  lay  plans  for  the  annual  formal  dance 
to  be  held  March  9th  in  the  ballroom  of 
the  Sheldon-Munn  Hotel.  Although  no 
definite  information  is  yet  available,  the 
committee  promises  something  new  in 
favors,   decorations  and   entertainment. 

Frank  Hanna,  conductor  of  the  OKEH 
orchestra,  will  not  be  with  us  as  he  has 
accepted  a  position  with  the  E.  I.  DuPont 
de  Nemours  Company  and  leaves  soon 
to  take  up  his  duties  there. 

Several  pledges  won  O.  K.  slips  this 
quarter.  These  were  mostly  from  those 
entered  with  advanced  credit  from  other 
schools.  With  this  number  of  slips,  it 
will  not  be  long  until  formal  initiation 
will  be  held. 

Five  new  men  were  pledged  at  the  be 
ginning  of  this  quarter.  This  fills  up  the 
house  and  replaces  those  who  did  not  re- 
turn  to  school. 

Many  activities  are  being  represented  by 
our  pledges  and  before  long  they  will  be 
pushing  some  of  the  actives  for  the 
honors. 

We  have  received  many  visits  from 
members  of  last  year's  class  and  wish  it 
were  more  possible  to  receive  many  more 
calls. 

V.    W.    Flickinger. 


IOWA  GAMMA 

'T^HIS  fall  and  winter  the  chapter  has 
been  enjoying  one  of  its  most  success- 
ful  years.  We  have  fourteen  pledges  who 
are  worthy  the  pin  which  marks  them  as 
Sig  Eps  in  the  making.  Two  weeks  be 
fore  Christmas  vacation  Brothers  Wells 
and  Mitvalsky  were  initiated.  Our  two 
parties  so  far  this  year  were  quite  success' 
ful.  All  agreed  that  the  "Ye  English 
Bowery"  dance  which  was  held  at  the 
chapter  house  was  the  best  they  had  ever 
attended.  The  pledges  really  worked  hard 
and   put  it   across   in   a   great   manner. 

We  have  some  fine  prospects  in  ath' 
letics  for  the  next  few  years.  Coaches 
agree  that  one  of  our  pledges  is  one  of 
the  best  athletes  to  enroll  in  the  univer- 
sity  in  recent  years.  He  was  an  all-state 
high  school  selection  at  quarterbaek  and 
all-state  guard  in  basketball.  He  made 
his  numeral  on  the  freshman  football  team 
and  is  the  star  on  the  freshman  basketball 
team. 


The  interfraternity  cross-country  run 
early  in  the  fall  ended  with  the  Purple 
and  Red  splattered  all  over  the  first  ten 
places,  which  won  for  us  the  coveted 
statuette.  It  is  the  second  year  in  suc- 
cession that  our  runners  have  won  the 
race.  At  present  our  basketball  team  is 
giving  a  good  account  of  itself. 

Several  happenings  which  may  be  at- 
tributed to  fate  have  stricken  our  ranks. 
Allan  P.  McCune,  our  representative  in 
the  glee  club,  was  forced  to  undergo  an 
operation  for  appendicitis  about  the  mid- 
dle of  the  semester  and  after  he  returned 
was  forced  to  drop  about  half  his  hours. 
Eddie  Knepper,  who  was  in  an  automo- 
bile wreck,  had  his  Studebaker  car  smashed 
up  and  may  not  return  the  second  semes- 
ter. Ronald  Brown,  campus  hot-shot  on 
the  piano,  is  contemplating  dropping  out 
of  school  at  the  end  of  the  first  semester. 

A  Chi  Omega  informs  us  that  the  Wis- 
consin boys  are  a  little  impatient  about 
their  skin  for  the  bet  on  our  football 
game.  Don't  worry,  Wisconsin  Alpha, 
nor  you  either,  Michigan  Alpha,  you  are 
bound  to  get  your  skins  in  time.  Min- 
nesota and  Ohio  might  listen  in  on  this 
as  a  suggestion. 

J.  H.   Terry. 


MINNESOTA  ALPHA 

i^^ITH  the  Pi  Kap's  retirement  from  our 
field  of  rushing,  the  annual  skirmish 
between  Minnesota  Alpha  and  the  Betas, 
Phi  Phis,  D.  U.'s  and  Phi  Delts,  is  hotter 
than  ever  this  year.  The  boys  at  present, 
in  the  middle  of  rushing,  are  more  elated 
than  worried,  however,  as  we  are  rushing 
the  finest  group  of  men  in  years  and  can't 
go  wrong  on  any  of  them.  Among  them 
are  a  hockey  team,  half  a  football  team, 
and  several  basketball  players.  These  men 
will  be  rounding  off  the  organization  with 
the  athletes  which  we  have  lacked  for  the 
past  three  years.  Journalistic  and  future 
campus  managers  have  not  been  forgotten 
in   the  selective  process. 

George  Moriarity,  Remy  Hudson  and 
Tom  Hansen  have  done  exceptionally  fine 
work  in  managing  the  rushing  campaign. 
Zenus  Havstad  has  been  doing  the  hectic 
work  of  handling  the  social  activities  this 
year  and  has  put  across  real  parties  by 
keeping  a  cool  head  and  a  steady  hand. 
Tad  Wilke,  the  athletic  manager,  has  done 
efficient  work  with  the  intramural  teams. 
Jack  Hoar,  the  new  comptroller,  has  taken 
hold  of  his  duties  to  the  extent  of  even 
keeping  the  bathroom  supplied  with  lights. 
With  Hoar  in  the  business  school,  and  his 
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assistant,  Tom  Hansen,  in  the  engineering 
college,  the  books  and  furnace  are  being 
balanced  and  fueled  easily.  Jack  Hilton 
is  representing  the  chapter  at  interfrater- 
nity  council  meetings.  Davis  is  happy  in 
his  new  post  as  all'university  hockey 
manager.  Barrick,  Wilke,  and  Andersen 
are  new  men  in  the  cadet  corps.  Smith, 
a  second  year  man  in  the  corps,  ranks  as 
one  of  their  officers.  Haggerty  and  Smith 
are  senior  basketball  and  track  managers. 

It  is  gratifying  that  none  of  the  men 
succumbed  entirely  to  the  influenza  epi' 
demic,  coming  as  it  did  just  at  the  time 
of  the  quarter  when  every  man  wishes  he 
were  dead.  Nelson  and  Andersen,  hav 
ing  slipped  up  on  their  weekly  haircuts, 
were  not  admitted  to  the  health  service, 
but  were  summarily  consigned  to  the  farm 
school  hospital.  They  reported  that  the 
country  air  and  fresh  eggs  and  butter 
pulled  them  through  the  siege  marvelously. 
Most  of  the  twenty  odd  others  on  the 
sick  list  reported  home  in  time  to  get 
the  screaming  neckwear  which  seems  so 
invariably  rampant  during  the  holidays. 

And,  as  Pepys  would  have,  so  back  to 
the  rushees. 

Henry  Clark. 


WISCONSIN  ALPHA 
"POUND  in  the  grip  of  winter  perhaps, 
but  in  no  other  way  static,  Wisconsin 
Alpha  has  been  making  its  usual  progress. 

The  greatest  college  activity  for  Sig  Eps 
at  present  is  debate.  Five  Sig  Eps  are 
on  the  varsity  team:  Morton,  Hopkinson, 
and  Beggs,  and  two  pledges.  These  men 
are  laboring  on  the  question  of  public 
ownership  of  hydrcelectric  power  sources, 
in  preparation  for  a  heavy  schedule  of 
debates  with  middle  western  colleges  and 
universities. 

Repeating  last  year's  quota  the  frater' 
nity  again  has  ten  men  on  the  Lawrence 
glee  club  even  though  the  final  cut  in 
the  squad  has  already  been  made.  Knut- 
zen,  Klausner,  A.  Smith,  Husting,  Snyder, 
Fredricksen,  Lester,  Jones,  and  two 
pledges  are  members  of  the  club  of  forty 
men  which  will  give  concerts  in  the  larger 
cities  of  Wisconsin,  Michigan  and  Illinois. 

Again  Wisconsin  Alpha  is  proud  to  an' 
nounce  the  election  of  several  of  its 
members  to  honorary  fraternities.  Fred 
Schauer  and  Oscar  Fredricksen  were 
elected  to  Blue  Key,  national  service  fra' 
ternity,  and  Bruce  Mclnnis  and  Ernest 
Engquist  were  elected  to  Pi  Gamma  Mu, 
national  social  science  fraternity.  This 
completes  a  total  of  six  men  elected  to 
honorary  societies  this  year. 


As  a  result  of  our  football  season  vat' 
sity  "'L"s"  were  awarded  to  five  men.  They 
are  Schauer,  Mclnnis,  Morton,  Phenecie, 
annd  R.   Packard. 

At  present  Sigma  Phi  Epsilon  is  third 
among  the  fraternities  of  the  campus  in 
the  race  for  the  athletic  supremacy  cup 
through  having  received  third  place  in 
volley  ball.  Interfraternity  bowling  has 
just  begun  and  will  be  followed  soon  by 
basketball.  Real  work  and  a  lot  of  time 
is  being  spent  on  these  activities. 

And  then  there  are  the  social  activities. 
Preparations  are  now  being  made  for  a 
formal  dinner-dance  at  the  Conway  hotel 
on  February  23  to  supplement  the  usual 
program  of  house  parties. 

The  fraternity  suffered  a  real  shock  sev- 
eral weeks  ago  at  the  death  of  "Sig," 
a  brown  and  white  bulldog  who  had  been 
the  fraternity  mascot  for  nine  years.  He 
was  a  well-known  campus  character  and 
his  death  has  occasioned  much  comment 
on  the  campus. 

Wisconsin  Alpha  loses  a  notable  faculty 
member  with  the  resignation  of  Dr.  A.  D. 
Power  from  the  Lawrence  faculty.  Dr. 
Power  will  be  employed  at  Camden,  New 
Jersey,  in  the  research  laboratories  of  the 
Westinghouse  company  where  he  will  con- 
tinue scientific  research  on  the  improve- 
ment of  vacuum  tubes.  He  has  been  a 
professor  of  physics  at  Lawrence  for  four 
years  and  has  been  a  faculty  member  of 
the  fraternity  nearly  all  of  that  length  oi 
time. 

Two  new  members  have  recently  been 
initiated  into  the  fraternity.  They  are: 
Paul  Husting,  a  member  of  the  college 
glee  club  and  a  star  pianist;  and  Allen 
Arthur,  who  has  been  elected  college  cheer 
leader. 

John  H.  Hamburg. 


WISCONSIN  BETA 
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NEBRASKA  ALPHA 

T^HE  football  season  in  which  this  chap- 
ter fared  well  with  its  usual  quota  of 
letters,  was  climaxed  by  two  events.  One 
was  the  selection  of  Ted  James,  president 
of  the  chapter,  as  center  on  the  team 
chosen  from  Missouri  Valley  stars  to  play 
a  New  Year's  day  game  against  the  stars 
from  the  various  Texas  teams  which, 
played  at  Dallas,  was  won  by  the  north- 
ern team.  The  second  event  was  the 
election  of  George  Farley  as  captain  of 
the  Nebraska  team  for  next  year. 
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It  is  of  interest  in  athletic  circles  that 
Nebraska  will  have  a  new  football  coach 
next  year  in  D.  X.  Bible,  formerly  of 
Texas  A.  fe?  M.  College.  Rated  as  one 
of  the  cleverest  coaches  in  the  country, 
with  a  fine  squad  with  which  to  work 
and  with  George  Farley  as  captain  and 
a  half  dozen  other  Nebraska  Alphans  on 
the  squad  and  fairly  certain  to  letter, 
alumni  of  this  chapter  can  follow  Ne- 
braska's football  fortunes  in  1929  with 
considerable    interest. 

The  problem  of  building  a  new  home 
is  still  under  consideration  but  nothing 
can  be  done  until  the  present  house  on 
F  street  can  be  sold.  The  chapter  is  in 
good  position  to  build  as  soon  as  a  pur- 
chaser can  be  found,  having  established 
a  substantial  equity  in  its  two  properties 
it  now  owns,  one  of  which  is  on  the  new 
fraternity  row  but  improved  with  an  old 
house  hardly  fit  for  occupancy.  In  the 
years  that  alumni  of  the  chapter  have  held 
trustees  certificates  an  interest  date  has 
never  yet  been  passed  and  a  good  many 
bonds  have  been  retired,  upon  the  basis 
of  which  experience  it  is  felt  that  such 
additional  funds  as  need  be  borrowed 
from  the  alumni  when  the  chapter  is  ready 
to  build  will   not  be  hard   to  get. 

The  chapter  has  held  several  dances 
and  the  usual  social  work  continues.  Var- 
ious teams  are  competing  in  intramural 
athletics.  It  is  too  early  to  say  anything 
about  scholarship  but  the  chapter  frankly 
admits  that  there  is  necessity  for  raising 
it  above  the  standing  of  recent  years. 
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KANSAS  ALPHA 

J^ANSAS  Alpha  came  out  of  the  1928 
football  season  with  a  record  of  which 
she  is  proud.  Of  the  fourteen  men  recom- 
mended for  letters  by  Coach  and  Brother 
Liston,  seven  wear  the  Heart.  Cecil  Diehl, 
halfback,  who  has  been  the  terror  of  op- 
posing ends  for  the  two  years  he  has  been 
at  Baker,  was  placed  on  the  all-confer- 
ence team  and  Elton  Peterson,  quarter- 
back, barely  failed  to  be  awarded  a  berth. 
Others  who  made  letters  are  Ralph  and 
Arlan  Wilkinson,  center  and  tackle,  Fred 
Walker  and  Lawrence  Metz,  halfs,  and 
Homer  Henderson,  end.  These  men  will 
soon  be  wearing  gold  footballs  emblematic 
of  the  undisputed  conference  champion- 
ship which  they  won. 

Basketball    now   holds    the    attention    of 
Baker,    and   Merrill    Liston    and    Raymond 


Bane  have  played  in  varsity  games.  In- 
terfraternity  basketball  is  half  in  favor 
of  Sigma  Phi  Epsilon.  The  class  A  team 
lost  to  Kappa  Sigma  in  one  of  the  first 
games  of  the  tournament.  For  a  time  the 
game  was  close  but  the  country  club  boys 
got  hot  in  the  last  half  and  scored  several 
baskets  more  than  the  Sig  Eps  could.  The 
class  B  team  won  from  Theta  Kappa  Nu 
after  two  five-minute  play-offs.  The  game 
was  hardly  good  basketball,  as  the  score, 
11  to  8,  indicates. 

Ralph  Reno  and  Dillon  Neal  will  be 
on  the  debate  teams  which  engage  Hast- 
ings College,  Hastings,  Nebr.,  before  this 
comes  off  the  press.  They  have  put  in 
some  intensive  work  which  will  not  fail 
to  make  them  perform  creditably. 

The  major  dramatic  production  of  the 
semester  was  Philip  Barry's  comedy  "The 
Youngest."  Frank  Hobble  had  a  role  in 
the  play.  Karl  Reuter  is  a  busy  business 
manager  of  the  Wildcat,  and  Francis 
Clark  continues  as  editor  of  the  Orange. 
This  is  the  third  year  a  Sig  Ep  has 
had  that  position,  but  there  is  no  one 
in  training  for  it  at  present,  and  as  it 
is  a  "continual  challenge  trophy"  three 
successive  wins  will  do  little  for  next  year. 

Four  upperclassmen  have  been  initiated 
since  the  beginning  of  school.  Seveial 
others  and  some  freshmen  will  be  taken 
in  soon  after  the  second  seme.3tcr  starts, 
in   about  two  weeks. 

Schola.stic  pursuits  are  not  suffering 
around  Kansas  Alpha,  because  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  ruling  and  because  Kansas 
Alpha  is  resolved  to  excell  in  everything. 
She  should  rank  higher  this  year  than 
before.  All  members  have  entered  into 
campus  activities  with  a  will  which  is 
bearing  fruit.  Congenial  fellowship  exists 
even  surpassing  that  high  standard  main- 
tained in  the  past.  House  and  table  arc 
crowded,  and  Kansas  Alpha  is  prospering. 
Francis  Clark. 


KANSAS  BETA 

T'HE  Kansas  Beta  Sig  Eps  returned  from 
the  Christmas  vacation  very  much  re- 
freshed in  mind  and  spirit  and  have  cer- 
tainly been  "pouring  it  on"  since  then. 
The  influenza  epidemic  that  was  prevalent 
in  this  section  of  the  country  prior  to 
the  vacation  did  not  miss  this  chapter, 
several  men  being  forced  to  leave  early 
on  account  of  sickness  and  others  were 
confined  to  hospitals,  but  upon  returning 
and  with  the  realization  that  final  exam' 
inations  were  but  three  short  weeks  away 
everyone   has   settled    down   to   work   Vv'itb 
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intentions  of  cracking  the  finals  hard.  An 
efficient  scholarship  committee  has  been 
rigidly   enforcing   study-hour   rules. 

The  local  chapter  of  Phi  Kappa  Phi, 
national  honorary  scholarship  organiza- 
tion, has  adopted  the  practice  of  giving 
recognition  to  students  who  excel  in 
grades  during  their  freshman  year.  Last 
year's  Sig  Eps  who  were  thus  honored  are 
Smith,    Kepley,    Taylor    and    Knorr. 

At  the  annual  banquet  this  year  given 
on  the  eve  of  the  parents'  day  football 
game  in  honor  of  the  visiting  parents,  a 
cup  was  offered  by  the  pan-hellenic  coun- 
cil to  the  house  having  the  most  fathers 
and  mothers  present.  Sig  Eps  had  the 
second  largest  number  present  and  Frash- 
ier's  father,  who  drove  up  all  the  way  from 
Pampa,  Texas,  won  the  prize  offered  to 
the  one  coming  from  the  greatest  distance. 

Four  men  are  getting  in  shape  for  in- 
door track  and  are  expecting  berths  on 
the  varsity  track  squad  when  it  is  chosen. 
The  intramural  indoor  track  meet  will  be 
held  in  March  and  the  Sig  Eps  will  at- 
tempt to  duplicate  last  year's  feat  of  win- 
ning the  indoor  and  outdoor  track  trophy. 
A  shoulder  injury  is  keeping  Knorr  off 
the  wrestling  team  but  he  should  be  able 
to  work  in  all  second  semester  matches. 

A.  L.  Hammond,  chanter  president  this 
year,  has  recently  been  elected  president 
of  Mortar  and  Ball,  military  fraternity. 

Local  alumni  and  faculty  members  were 
entertained  at  the  chapter  house  just  be- 
fore^ Christmas  vacation  at  a  Christmas 
banquet.  It  is  on  such  occasions  as  this 
when  the  old  men  and  the  younger  men 
get  together  with  all  educational  worries 
cast  aside  for  awhile,  that  the  real  old 
Sig  Ep  spirit  is  evident  everywhere  and 
iis  felt  by  everyone. 

Brothers  Lakin.  Nebraska  Alpha,  and 
Bloom.  Colorado  Delta,  were  guests  of 
the  chapter  December    15. 

Extensive  plans  are  being  made  for  a 
Valentine  party  to  be  held  at  the  house 
February  16.  and  with  the  Sig  Ep  heart 
as  the  basis,  novel  decorations  will  be  used. 
The  formal  spring  party  will  be  given 
March  23  in  the  new  Wareham  Hotel 
ballroom.  Kansas  Beta  has  the  reputation 
of  always  putting  across  a  big  spring 
party  and   this  one  will   be   no  exception. 

Formal  initiation  will  be  held  shortly 
after  the  beginning  of  the  second  semester. 
Howard  A.  Coleman. 


MISSOURI  ALPHA 
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ARKANSAS  ALPHA 
AS  the  school  term  draws  to  a  close 
Arkansas  Alpha  men  are  all  hard  at 
work  studying,  so  that  the  chapter  can 
be  among  the  leaders  of  the  campus 
scholastically.  Study  hall  is  being  main- 
tained for  all  the  pledges  and  the  men 
who   are  low  in  their  work. 

Our  house  is  full  and  the  tables  are 
more  than  full.  This  begins  to  look  as 
if  it  will  be  one  of  the  most  prosperous 
years  for  the  chapter. 

Inasmuch  as  most  of  the  fraternities  on 
the  campus  have  eliminated  mock  initia- 
tion, we  are  also  doing  this.  We  have 
had  solemn  initiation  for  two  of  this 
year's  pledges  and  were  very  glad  to  wel- 
come them  into  our  brothership. 

One  of  the  big  blowouts  of  the  year 
was  the  Sig  Ep  dance  given  in  Little  Rock 
on  the  night  of  New  Year's  Eve.  Every 
one  who  attended  said  that  it  sure  was 
an  impressive  affair  with  the  governor  of 
the  state  a  guest  of  the  chapter,  and  the 
lieutenant  governor,  who  is  a  brother,  also 
present. 

We  are  planning  on  having  initiation 
again  before  long  and  all  the  pledges  are 
looking  forward  to  it  eagerly. 

Arkansas  Alpha  was  honored  with  sev- 
eral visits  from  Bill  Paisley,  Arkansas 
Alpha,  '26.  who  has  been  home  on  a 
three  weeks'  vacation  visiting  his  parents 
in  Fayetteville.  He  is  now  employed  by 
the  United  Fruit  Company  in  New  York. 
He  attended  one  of  the  chapter  meetings 
and  gave  us  some  important  pointers  and 
useful    material    for    rushing    purposes. 

In  intramural  basketball,  we  are  win- 
ning our  way  to  a  chamnionship.  having 
won   two   hard    games   with    no  losses. 

Intramural  wrestling  begins  within  a 
few  days,  and  we  expect  to  carry  away 
some  honors,  as  Ohmer  Clark,  last  year's 
lightweight  champion  is  back  in  school, 
and  we  also  expect  some  good  perform- 
ances from  other  men  in  the  chapter. 

Seldon  Chambers,  pre-medic  student, 
was  inaugurated  tax  assessor  of  Howard 
county.  Arkansas,  when  he  went  home 
for  the  Christmas  holidays.  His  picture 
appeared  in  the  Southwest  Times-Record 
of  Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  on  Sunday.  January 
n.  1929. 

Several  of  last  year's  men  who  didn't 
return  to  school  last  fall,  are  expected 
to  enroll  for  the  next  semester  which 
starts  in   a  few  days. 

Garth  E.  McMillen. 
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OKLAHOMA  ALPHA 

/~)KLAHOMA  Alpha  members  are  now 
settled  into  the  delightful  routine  of 
college  life;  that  period  of  the  school  year 
when  on  week  nights  the  house  is  quiet 
with  the  midnight  oil  burning  for  the 
brothers  and  neophytes  in  quest  of  knowl' 
edge.  Following  the  dances  on  week-ends, 
chairs  and  lounges  are  placed  around  the 
fireside,  and  with  the  lights  turned  low 
the  brothers  enjoy  the  gentle  art  of 
sophisticated  conversation.  It  is  that 
period  of  the  year  when  the  fascination 
and  wholesomeness  of  fraternity  life  is  at 
its  highest. 

In  the  football  season  we  had  three 
varsity  letter  men :  Raymond  Ellis,  Phil 
Rodgers  and  Ambrose  Patterson.  Five 
pledges  made  freshman  numerals,  which 
means  that  Sigma  Phi  Epsilon  will  be  well 
represented  on  the  varsity  squad  next  year. 
The  basketball  season  is  now  getting^  under 
way  and  the  three  Sig  Eps  upon  the  team 
are  Ambrose  Patterson,  Melvin  Blackledge 
and  James  Dvoraeck.  The  baseball  and 
track  seasons  are  but  a  step  away,  in  which 
Oklahoma  Alpha  will  be  well  represented. 

The  efforts  of  Oklahoma  Alpha  Sig 
Eps  in  the  field  of  college  activities  are 
being  well  rewarded.  Howard  White  pre- 
sented  a  complete  Sig  Ep  act  in  the 
"Aggie  Vodeville"  when  two  members. 
James  Algyre  and  Harry  Stone,  with  two 
pledges,  composed  a  chorus  that  would 
have  made  Ziegfield  turn  gray.  Louis 
Blackburn  had  a  role  in  "The  Show  Off" 
just  presented  by  the  Players'  Club.  The 
chanter  has  been  duly  appreciative  of  the 
quail  and  duck  brought  in  during  the  fall 
hunting  season  by  our  more  sportingly 
inclined  members,  J.  F.  Kays,  Orlin  Lyons 
and  Dale  Henderson.  Hal  Grady  con- 
tinues  as  the  leading  social  light. 

Dance  history  was  made  at  Oklahoma 
A.  a  M.  on  November  16th,  when  the 
pledges  presented  their  Bowry  Brawl. 
The  Legion  hall  was  characteristically  dec- 
orated  as  a  saloon,  and  the  puests  were 
garbed  in  the  latest  costumes  being  worn 
by  the  elite  of  New  York's  lower  east 
side,  and  other  tough  points  west.  Plans 
have  been  made  for  the  Valentine  formal 
which  will  be  given  on  February  10th. 
We  are  looking  forward  to  seeing  a  large 
number  of  alumni  and  friends  back  for 
the  dance. 

The  chapter  members  were  the- honor 
guests  at  a  dance  piven  at  the  Legion 
Hut  in  Tulsa  on  Thanksgiving  evening 
by  the  Tulsa  Alumni  Association.  The 
dance  was  all  that  could  be  exnected  from 
this  extremely  live  bunch   of  alumni,  who 


are    working    so   hard    to   aid    our   chapter 
and  the  fraternity  as  a  whole. 

Homecoming  was  celebrated  on  Novem- 
ber 24,  when  we  played  our  annual  grid- 
iron classic  with  Oklahoma  University.  A 
large  number  of  alumni  were  present. 

Oklahoma  Alpha  ranked  fourth  in 
scholarship  last  year  and  we  are  working 
hard  to  continue  this  good  showing. 

J.  D.  Matlock  is  a  transfer  from  Ar- 
kansas Alpha  this  year  to  our  chapter, 
and  we  are  mighty  glad  to  have  this  fine 
Sig    Ep    with    us. 

Since  rush  week  five  additional  men 
have  been  pledged  and  all  have  hapidiy 
entered  into  the  fraternity  life  and  work. 

With  a  high  standing  in  all  of  the 
activities  of  the  college,  and  such  things 
as  hell  week,  initiation,  spring  elections, 
and  serenades  only  a  short  distance  away, 
Oklahoma  Alpha  has  promise  of  an  in- 
teresting and  fruitful  remaining  year. 

Thomas  W.  Utterback. 


EIGHTH    DISTRICT 


COLORADO  BETA 

A  LONG  with  the  recent  good  news  that 
Denver  had  defeated  the  University 
of  Hawaii  at  Honolulu  on  December  16 
there  also  came  an  even  more  pleasing 
announcement  to  Colorado  Beta:  Herbert 
Smith  had  been  unanimously  chosen  cap- 
tain of  next  year's  football  team.  Smith 
is  also  a  clever  boxer  and  wrestler,  having 
won  several  letters  in  those  particular 
sports. 

The  pledges  recently  entertained  the 
actives  at  one  of  the  most  delightful  for- 
mal dinner-dances  the  fellows  have  at- 
tended. The  affair  was  held  in  the  Cath- 
edral ballroom  of  the  Albany  hotel  on 
December  14. 

Howard  Banks  is  appearing  before  the 
footlights,  this  time  in  a  production  which 
will  be  the  initial  play  in  the  new  Little 
Theatre  of  the  university.  Charles  Brun- 
ton  is  assisting  with  the  lighting  effects 
for  the  performances. 

C.  Lewis  Herzog  is  displaying  his  lit- 
erary talents  as  associate  sports  editor  of 
the  Denver  Clarion  and  is  also  helping  to 
publish  the  chapter  paper.  Eldon  Romig 
is  editor  of  the  year  book,  Louis  Middle- 
mist  is  assistant  editor  and  the  advertising 
is  being  handled  by  Paul  Ambrose. 

Basketball  season  finds  Eugene  Diete- 
mann  holding  down  a  guard  position  on 
the    varsity    and    Harry    Dowson    helping 
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the     school     of     commerce     win     another 
championship. 

Sigma  Phi  Epsilon  has  a  representative 
in  the  faculty  of  nearly  every  department 
in  the  school.  Warfield  is  dean  of  com' 
merce;  Hyslop  is  musical  director;  Gus' 
tavson  is  lecturing  in  science;  Trout  is  in 
the  registrar's  office,  and  Bingham  is 
graduate  manager  of  athletics. 

Listen  in  on  the  radio  program  from 
KLZ,  Denver,  some  Thursday  night.  You 
will  probably  hear  Charles  Rienert  playing 
one  of  his  ever  popular  organ  solos,  Rus' 
sel  Sprague,  who  sings  a  mean  tenor,  or 
the  Colorado  Beta  quartette  singing  a  re- 
quest selection. 

Charles  W.  Brunton. 


COLORADO  ALPHA 

Chapter  News  Article  Delinquent. 


COLORADO  GAMMA 
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COLORADO  DELTA 
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NINTH    DISTRICT 


WASHINGTON  ALPHA 

TTACH  year  at  the  homecoming  game 
tl3_ere  is  offered  a  silver  loving  cup  for 
the  best  homecoming  sign  .  This  year  we 
won  the  cup  with  our  sign.  Credit  is 
due  Charles  Markham,  Harry  Hensen, 
and  the  pledge  that  worked  so  hard  to 
win  the  trophy. 

Football  is  now  over  and  Sigma  Phi 
Epsilon  has  four  new  letters  and  a  num- 
eral  sweater  to  account  for  our  efforts. 
Oscar  Jones,  Lyle  Maskell,  Harold  Alhs- 
kog,  and  Elmer  Schwartz  won  letters, 
while  Erwin  Miller  earned  his  numerals  in 
frosh  football.  Elmer  Schwartz  was  the 
outstanding  guard  of  the  northern  half  of 
the  conference,  and  we  expect  great  things 
from   him   next   fall. 

Walter  Henry  is  on  the  varsity  basket' 
ball  squad,  and  is  fighting  hard  for  a 
position  on  the  first  team. 

We  have  a  team  entered  in  the  intra- 
mural  basketball  league,  and  they  are 
fighting  hard  for  the  title  that  was  so 
nearly  won  by  us  last  year.  This  fall  the 
freshmen  and  sophomores  of  the  house 
played  two  games  of  football.  The  sopho' 
mores  were  victorious  both  times.  The 
games  created  much  interesteji  in  the 
house. 


On  December  16  five  of  the  best  neo' 
phytes  ever  at  W.  S.  C.  were  initiated 
into  Sigma  Phi  Epsilon.  They  are  all 
good  students  and  are  in  many  activities 
on  the  campus. 

The  usual  ones  are  in  politics  and 
newspaper  worlc.  Walter  Wyrick  and 
John  Stevens  have  been  awarded  junior 
manager  sweaters  in  football. 

In  social  functions  we  have  been  doing 
our  share.  The  pledges  held  a  fine  pledge 
dance  in  November.  Then  before  Christ- 
mas vacation  we  entertained  at  a  "Fire- 
side." On  January  12  we  held  our  win- 
ter frolic.  It  was  a  great  dance,  and  the 
pledges  were  loudly  applauded  for  their 
stunt.  The  next  big  social  event  will  be 
our  formal  dance  in  March.  The  social 
committee  is  already  planning  for  this 
annual   affair. 

Walter  Wyrick  has  been  pledged  to 
Scabbard    and    Blade   recently. 

Wifli  the  end  of  the  semester  in  sight 
everyone  is  working  hard  on  their  studies. 
Several  likely  prospects  for  pledging  are 
already  lined  up  and  we  expect  to  begin 
the  new  semester  in   good  shape. 

Donald  L.  Fox. 


WASHINGTON  BETA 

'pHE  chapter  has  little  to  complain  about 
as  the  school  year  takes  its  course. 
There  have  been  but  few  brilliant  honors 
bestowed,  yet  success  has  been  enjoyed  in 
practically  all   fields. 

Socially,  we  have  had  a  successful, 
though  not  a  very  busy  season.  Our  fall 
informal  was  held  at  Inglewood  Golf  and 
Country  Club  (where  the  Conclave  in- 
formal was  held)  Saturday,  November  3. 
The  dance  was  a  very  enjoyable  one, 
especially  since  it  was  the  first  fraternal 
dance  of  members  and  pledges.  We  felt 
very  fortunate  in  having  Grand  President 
O.  E.  Draper  and  Mrs.  Draper  among  the 
patrons  and  patronesses.  A  snappy  six- 
piece  collegiate  orchestra  furnished  some 
real  syncopating  music.  Fifty  couples,  in- 
cluding many  alumni,  enjoyed  this  suc- 
cessful dance.  Thanks  are  due  to  Doug 
McCoy  and  Ken  Cosby  and  a  pledge  who 
formed  the  committee  that  arranged  the 
affair. 

A  guest  dinner  and  a  Sig  Ep  dinner 
and  party  on  the  last  night  of  school  com- 
pleted the  social  activities.  About  twenty- 
five  couples  attended  this  dinner-dance 
which  was  given  at  the  Olympic  Golf  and 
Country   Club.   December    20. 

Interest  ran  high  this  year  in  the  inter- 
fraternity  basketball  league,  Sigma  Phi  Ep- 


February,   1929 


261 


silon  having  won  first  place  in  our  divi' 
sion.  In  the  final  play  for  the  champion- 
ship, however,  we  were  downed  by  the 
strong  team  of  the  league.  In  the  foul 
shooting  contest,  our  five-man  team 
brought  home  a  silver  cup  for  first  place 
out  of  about  fifty  competing  teams. 

Track  is  just  beginning  in  earnest  now. 
Bob  Bale  is  the  leading  contender  for 
the  half-mile.  Girton  Vierick  was  rated 
this  fall  as  the  most  promising  aspirant 
for  the  440-yard  dash.  Al  Hartman  is 
out  for  high  jump  and  will  likely  keep 
up  the  good  records  that  he  has  behind 
him. 

We  have  one  man  on  the  varsity  basket- 
ball squad,  one  on  the  super-varsity,  and 
six  out  for  the  frosh  squad.  One  pledge 
earned  his  second  big  "W"  and  a  place 
on  "Pop"  Warner's  all-coast  second  team. 
Four  frosh  are  now  wearing  numerals  for 
good  work  on  the  yearling  pig-skinners. 
Crew  turouts  start  in  a  few  days.  Last 
fall  Bob  Thorne  rated  the  first  boat,  while 
Elmer  HofFnauer  and  Paul  Froude  were 
in   the   second. 

It  is  rather  early  in  the  wrestling  sea- 
son to  do  any  predicting  but  Cliff  Bloom 
is  a  very  likely  contender  for  the  13  5- 
pound  position  on  the  team.  Bloom  has 
made  the  team. every  year  he  has  been 
here,  and  we  can  see  no  one  that  can 
keep  him  oflF  now.  Bob  Thorne  is  out 
for  the  boxing  team. 

Doug  McCoy,  a  minor  "W"  man  from 
last  year,  is  managing  the  varsity  golf 
team. 

Although  athletics  has  been  the  prin- 
cipal form  of  activity,  other  interests  have 
not  been  neglected.  Girton  Viereck  and 
Bobbie  Burns  have  won  two  debates  for 
the  house  in  the  interfraternity  debate 
league.  Last  year  they  were  barely  de- 
feated  in   the  semi-finals. 

Bobbie  Burns  was  initiated  in  Alpha 
Delta  Sigma,  professional  advertisinp'  hon- 
orary, and  Russ  Bock  in  Beta  Gamma 
Sipma,  business  administration  honorary. 
The  new  year  opened  ur>  with  about 
half  of  the  brothers  back  on  time.  The 
others  returned  from  one  dav  to  a  week 
late:  evidently  they  were  detained  for 
some  good  reason,  which  they  consider 
entirelv  nersonal.  At  least,  we  could  not 
p'ain  their  confidence  enoucrh  to  make 
them  divnlcre  evervthint^.  As  for  those 
that  could  have  returned  but  didn't,  we 
ran  only  assume  that  "the  invisible  bonds 
that  bind"  proved  stroncer  than  the  de- 
sire to  return  to  the  field  of  endeavor. 
Withal,  we  feel  sure  that  the  extended 
leave   has   not   proved    to   be   a    detriment. 


but  rather,  an  incentive  to  harder  work 
— for  ere  now  we  are  all  at  work  again. 
Simultaneously  with  the  new  year  came 
an  old  brother,  Volney  Boaz,  who  was 
with  us  a  couple  of  years  ago.  Brothers 
Dignan,  Madsen,  Mantle,  and  Eaton  are 
also  back  with  us  again.  They  are  all 
last  year's  men. 

Kenneth  McLean. 


MONTANA  ALPHA 

T'HE   spirit  of  the   goat  and   the   paddle 

will  shortly  invade  the  realms  of  this 
chapter  when  hell  week  and  initiation  will 
take  our  pledges  into  their  clutches.  In- 
dications are  that  about  eight  of  the 
pledges  will  emerge  from  the  rites  with 
the  Sig  Ep  Heart  on  their  vests  .  Might 
we  add,  with  a  real  pride,  that  they  have 
proven  themselves  real  pledges,  worthy  of 
the  button;  they  should  also  prove  to  be 
worthy   members   of   the   brotherhood. 

Graham  and  Wilson,  after  successfully 
getting  the  crops  in,"  returned  to  the  fam- 
ily this  quarter.  Graham  is  doing  some 
noble  work  on  the  basketball  squad,  and  he 
should  come  in  for  some  heavy  play  before 
the  season  ends.  He  is  a  letterman.  Ran- 
kin is  another  one  of  the  gentry  who 
finds  trips  to  the  coast  enjoyable  during 
these  long  and  (cold)  winter  months. 
Rankin  is  also  a  letterman,  one  of  the 
sweetest  guards  on   the  coast. 

Grover,  our  contribution  to  the  pugilis- 
tic ranks,  is  in  daily  training,  and  should 
he  able  to  defend  his  welterweight  title 
without  much  difficulty  at  the  coming 
"M"  club  tournament.  Our  hero  of  the 
toe-hold  and  head-lock,  namely,  Lud 
Polich,  is  also  in  ripping  good  shape,  and 
will  probably  ruin  anything  that  makes 
a    bid    for    his    title    during    the    evening. 

Herbert  Abel,  the  chapter  president,  has 
been  appointed  chairman  of  the  coming 
interfraternity  ball.  That's  about  the  peak 
of  the  social  ladder  around  these  parts, 
but    Abel   bears   his   honor   becomingly. 

Our  installation  ball  is  to  be  held  Feb- 
ruary 3,  This  is  our  big  social  flare-up 
of  the  year,  and  we  are  going  to  try 
and  outdo  ourselves  this  time.  The  pledge 
formal  held  last  quarter  was  a  credit  to 
the  youngsters.  They  had  to  mortgage 
their  respective  farms  to  do  it,  but  they 
did  it — with  a  smile. 

Leonard  Schulz. 


OREGON  ALPHA 

QREGON   Alpha  took  a  step   nearer  to 

permanent   possession   of   the    forensic 

cup  presented  each  year  by  the  interfrater- 
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nity  council  to  the  organization  winning 
the  championship  in  intramural  debate  by 
earning  the  privilege  of  having  its  name 
engraved  on  it  for  the  second  time.  One 
more  victorious  year  and  it  becomes  ours 
permanently.  The  teams  this  year  debat' 
ing  on  the  political  issue  were  composed 
of  Ashla  and  Smith  and  two  pledges. 
Neither  the  affirmative  nor  the  negative 
team  met  defeat. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  of  four 
men  recently  pledged  by  Delta  Sigma  Rho, 
national  honorary  in  forensics,  three  are 
Sig  Eps — Ford,  Bryant  and  Joy. 

Both  Ford,  college  forensic  manager, 
and  Joy  are  veteran  debaters,  winning 
their  sweaters  last  year  and  are  on  the 
team  again  this  year.  Joy  has  also  been 
chosen  to  represent  the  college  in  ex- 
temporaneous speaking. 

Oratory  claims  the  attention  of  two 
Sig  Eps — Bryant  and  Garner.  Bryant  is 
a  letterman  while  Garner  is  out  to  win 
his  first  sweater.  Other  representatives 
from  the  house  on  the  varsity  debate 
squad    are    Smith    and    two   pledges. 

Tau  Beta  Pi,  honorary  fraternity  in  en- 
gineering, recently  pledged  Gayer  and 
Boomer  and  a  pledge.  Moomer  and  Gil- 
landers  were  two  of  three  juniors  picked 
from  the  entire  college.  Boomer  is  also 
a  new  addition  to  the  roll  of  Phi  Lambda 
Upsilon,  national  honorary  fraternity  in 
industrial   chemistry. 

Brother  Ford  has  been  chosen  colonel 
of  cadets  in  the  infantry  unitl  of  the 
R.  O.  ^T.  C.  while  Blinkhorn  is  captain 
of  cadets  in  the  same  unit. 

The  Oregon  State  Barometer  has  on  its 
staff  Sinclair,  sports  writer;  Parker,  col- 
legian manager,  and  a  pledge,  special 
writer.  Joy  is  4-H  Club  editor  for  the 
Oregon   Countryman. 

Two  pledges  won  rook  numerals  in 
football  and  Abbott  will  undoubtedly  win 
a  similar   award   in   rook   basketball. 
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CALIFORNIA  ALPHA 
ALTHOUGH  California  Alpha  was 
among  those  missing  in  the  fall  num- 
bers of  the  Journal,  it  was  by  no  means 
dead.  In  fact,  California  Alpha  enjoyed 
one  of  its  biggest  and  most  prosperous 
semesters.      It  started   by   pledging   eleven 


men.  The  pledges  showed  a  wonderful 
and  promising  spirit  in  the  way  they 
tackled  both  their  books  and  their  ac- 
tivities. A  dance  in  honor  of  the  pledges 
was  given  the  night  of  September  14th. 
This  was  the  only  social  affair  given  last 
semester.  Under  the  guidance  of  the 
social  committee  with  Al  Hanson  at  the 
head,   it  was  quite  a  successful   affair. 

Formal  initiation  was  held  Sunday,  Oc- 
tober 7th,  for  the  four  men  who  were 
eligible.  A  banquet  followed  the  initia- 
tion. 

Of  course  excitement  reigned  supreme 
upon  the  return  from  Europe  of  Cali- 
fornia Alpha's  representatives  on  the 
California  crew — Alvin  Rylander  and  Hu- 
bert Caldwell.  We  are  all  mighty  proud 
of  them  both. 

Roy  Riegels,  varsity  center,  earned  his 
second  big  "C"  in  football  last  semester, 
and  ended  up  the  season  by  being  elected 
captain  for  the  following  year.  His  hard, 
consistent  work  on  the  field  was  bound 
to  win  for  him  such  a  noteworthy  recog- 
nition. He  is  another  we  are  mighty 
proud  of. 

Now  that  basketball  has  arrived  Fred 
Federighi  is  busy  again.  Last  year  he 
made  his  numerals  on  the  freshman  squad 
and  this  year  he  has  a  good  opportunity 
to    make   his   letter   in   the   finals. 

In  the  field  of  publications  there  is 
Don  Spencer,  advertising  manager  of  the 
California  Pelican,  and  Pete  Marquard  on 
the  managerial  staff  of  the  Daily  Cali- 
fornian.  Robert  Gann. 


CALIFORNIA  BETA 

"\TOW  that  the  holiday  vacation  is  mere 
history,  except  for  a  few  remem- 
brances, it  is  again  time  to  settle  down 
to  college  life,  professors  and  books.  We 
of  California  Beta  are  glad  to  say  that 
we  enjoyed  our  little  Christmas  recess  to 
the  fullest  extent  and  we  hope  that  every 
brother  in  Sigma  Phi  Epsilon  enjoyed 
himself  as  much  as  we  did.  We  may  not 
have  any  snow  in  Los  Angeles,  unless 
imported:  but  this  does  not  lessen  our 
Christmas  and  especially  our  New  Year 
spirit.  Heavy  emphasis  on  the  New  Year. 
Just  before  the  recess,  we  staged  one 
of  the  most  successful  rushing  parties  ever 
put  on.  It  was  in  the  nature  of  a  theatre 
party.  Rushees  were  first  entertained  at 
dinner  at  the  chapter  house  and  later  all 
journeyed  to  the  Vine  Street  theatre  in 
Hollywood,  where  we  enjoyed  "The  Lady 
Next  Door."  A  little  lunch  at  a  popular 
cafe  ended  the  evening  and  the  pleasant 
party    came    to    a    close.      At    least    thirty 
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rushees,  representing  the  leading  high 
schools  and  junior  colleges  of  this  vicin' 
ity,  were  present,  and,  no  doubt,  this 
party  and  a  few  more  that  are  being 
planned,  ought  to  bear  a  little  weight  in 
next  semester's  rushing. 

Vacation  came  next.  To  some  it  was 
a  vacation;  while  to  others  it  meant  work 
in  post  offices,  railways,  downtown  stores, 
filling  stations,  movie  studios,  and  wher- 
ever it  was  possible  to  obtain  work.  Con- 
nelly,  Thow  and  Schurr  were  the  only 
men  living  outside  Los  Angeles  who  went 
home  for  the  holidays.  Parties  were  fre- 
quent among  the  men  who  live  in  Los 
Angeles  and  those  who  remained  at  the 
house.  Among  the  list  was  a  dinner  given 
by  Claire  Thompson  and  his  brother,  a 
pledge,  for  several  active  members.  Emer- 
son. Claire  Thompson  and  several  pledges 
enjoyed  a  mountain  excursion  at  Big 
Bear  Lake,  where  they  stayed  at  the 
Thompson   cabin   home. 

The  grand  climax  came  on  New  Year's 
Eve.  A  number  of  the  members  and 
their  sweethearts  came  to  the  house  and 
went  to  dances  or  to  theatres  in  groups 
of  two,  three  or  more  couples.  Private 
parties  were  also  given  at  several  of  the 
actives'  homes  and  a  watch  party  was 
staged  at  Dick  Miller's  cabin  in  the  Santa 
Susana  hills.  It  was  a  great  New  Year's 
Eve  and  we  did  our  best  to  say  goodbye 
to    1928   and   to  welcome    1929. 

The  entire  California  Beta  chapter  and 
pledges  were  invited  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
C.  S.  Thompson  to  a  supper  given  at 
their  home  in  Belleflower,  Calif.,  on  Jan- 
uary 14.  The  invitation  was  extended  to 
the  chapter  through  the  medium  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Thompson's  sons,  Claire  and 
his  brother,  a  pledge.  All  the  actives  and 
pledges  participated  in  the  happy  event. 
Following  the  supper,  a  short  informal 
meeting  of  the  actives  was  held  at  the 
Thompson  home,  after  which  we  more 
than  enjoyed  ourselves.  We  all  agree  that 
Mrs.   Thompson  is  a  mighty  fine  cook. 

One  of  the  outstanding  social  affairs  of 
this  season  took  place  on  January  19, 
when  Leo  Meeker  entertained  the  mem- 
bers of  California  Beta  at  a  formal  dance 
given  at  his  spacious  home  in  Trentwood 
Heights.  Brother  Meeker  is  president  of 
the  Pan-American  bank  and  is  a  member 
of  the  Los  Angeles  alumni  chapter  of 
Sigma  Phi  Epsilon.  Nearly  all  the  actives 
and  their  sweethearts  attended  the  party, 
besides  alumni,  guests  and  California  Beta 
pledges.  Brother  Meeker  is  right  on  the 
SDOt  when  it  comes  to  giving  a  party  for 
the  dance  was  a  huge  success  and  we  all 


left  satisfied  that  Meeker  can  not  be  beat 
as  a  host. 

Now  something  else.  Bill  Emerson,  our 
giant  frosh  from  Felmont  high  school 
again  comes  into  the  limelight.  You  just 
can't  keep  a  good  man  down.  Bill  has 
recently  received  his  '31  numeral  in  base- 
ball, for  which  he  has  waited  many 
months.  Joe  Clark  is  busy  as  a  sopho- 
more basketball  manager  and  two  pledges 
are  active  as  track  managers.  One  of 
the  pledges  is  holding  down  a  regular 
berth  on  the  frosh  basketball  team.  Bryce 
Schurr,  our  880  man,  is  again  doing  his 
daily  dozen  on  the  cinders  of  Bovard 
athletic  field.  We  expect  much  from 
Bryce  in  the  880  this  season.  One  pledge 
is,  likewise,  digging  his  spiked  shoes  in 
the  cinders  of  the  oval  track  and  perhaps 
he  may  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  Schurr. 

Inter-gym  class  championship  honors  in 
basketball  at  the  University  of  Southern 
California  was  won  by  the  sophomore." 
this  year.  California  Beta  is  mighty  proud 
and  fortunate  to  have  Theo  Holzhausen 
and  Joe  Clark  on  the  winning  team.  Both 
are  sporting  gold  medals,  a  sign  of  their 
prowess. 

Extensive  rushing  is  already  being  done 
for  the  coming  semester.  Active  members, 
as  well  as  pledges,  who  are  well  known 
in  high  schools  or  in  the  junior  colleges 
of  this  city  and  vicinity,  are  working  hard 
on  the  men,  and  the  second  semester, 
which  opens  February  4,  ought  to  see 
some  of  these  men  wearing  the  pledge 
button   of   Sigma   Phi    Epsilon. 

Several  Sig  Eps  paid  us  a  visit  during 
the  holidays.  Ray  Springle.  Colorado 
Gamma,  was  here  for  several  days  as  well 
as  Carter,  Iowa  Gamma.  Flynn,  Colo- 
rado Beta,  motored  to  Los  Angeles  for 
the  California-Georgia  Tech  game  at  Pasa- 
dena and  he  stopped  for  a  visit.  Dick 
Mitchell,  Georgia  Alpha,  was  also  a  visitor 
here  during  the  holidays.  Like  Brother 
Flynn,  he  attended  the  New  Year's  game 
at  Pasadena. 

Fourteen  pledges  will  be  initiated  on 
February  23.  As  this  is  written  the  exact 
location  of  the  ceremonies  has  not  been 
determined.  No  better  group  of  pledges 
can  be  found  and  we  of  California  Beta 
shall  be  glad  to  give  each  the  old  "grip" 
and  call  him  "brother."  In  this  group 
is  represented  various  types  of  men  in 
various  classes.  All  are  immensely  inter- 
ested in  Sigma  Phi  Epsilon,  all  have  her 
at  heart,  and  we  can  justly  sav  that  all 
who  wear  the  Golden  Heart  will  be,  like- 
wise,  glad   to  call   them   "brothers." 

Dick   H.  Miller. 


ARRIMS 


MARRIAGES 


Ursel  C.  Narver,  Oregon  Alpha,  to 
Merle  Wells,  Delta  Delta  Delta. 

Winfred  Bird,  Wisconsin  Alpha, 
to  Viola  Foster,  Alpha  Delta  Pi. 

George  Leonard  Dicksinson,  Wash' 
ington  Beta,  to  Dorothy  Dowler, 
Alpha  Xi  Delta. 

Andrew  Allen  Weymouth,  Wash' 
ington  Meta,  to  Jean  McPhee,  Alpha 
Delta  Pi. 

T.  Claire  Davis,  Ohio  Alpha,  to 
Mildred  Cole. 

Kyle  Cummons,  Ohio  Alpha,  to 
Rhea  Rhodes. 

Leland  R.  Miller,  California  Alpha, 
to  Marjorie  Meyer,  Phi  Mu. 

Horace  H.  Charlesworth,  Califor- 
nia Alpha,  to  Virginia  Robinson, 
Alpha  Deha  Pi. 

Burton  Adams,  California  Alpha, 
to  Cheryl  Moyer,  Alpha  Sigma  Delta. 

Donald  J.  Woolsey,  Oklahoma  Ah 
pha,  to  Gaddie  Vey  Holford,  Chi 
Omega. 

Ernest  Boggs,  Oklahoma  Alpha,  to 
Irene  Sizemore,  Zeta  Tau  Alpha. 

Raymond  Schleeter,  Oklahoma  Al' 
pha,  to  Ruth  Young,  Kappa  Delta. 

Ernest  Brown,  Oklahoma  Alpha,  to 
Dorothy  McCall. 

Albert  S.  Bryan,  Ohio  Epsilon,  to 
Susie  Meister,  Phi  Mu. 

WiUiam  Smith,  Ohio  Epsilon,  to 
Elsie  Monesmith,  Alpha  Xi  Delta. 

Dr.  Andrew  Edmund  Brewer,  Vir' 
ginia  Zeta,  to  Helen  August  Booth. 


Harold  S.  Cassidy,  Michigan  Al' 
pha,  to  Frances  Helen  Howenstine. 

Joseph  Sanborn  Harley,  Michigan 
Alpha,  to  Mary  Wave  Tudor. 

Robert  Burgess  Farnsworth,  Wash' 
ington  Alpha,  to  Jeannette  Win' 
Chester  Huntington,  Kappa  Kappa 
Gamma. 

Wilbur  P.  Riddlesbarger,  Nebraska 
Alpha,  to  Josephine  Jane  Rickels. 

Floyd  O.  Nordstrom,  Nebraska  Al- 
pha, to  Margaret  Munro.  At  home 
in  Winner,  South  Dakota. 

Leslie  A.  Piatt,  Colorado  Beta,  to 
Margaret  Clark,  Sigma  Kappa. 

Benjamin  F.  Bohner,  Pennsylvania 
Eta,  to  Madeline  Miller.  At  home  at 
Apt.  4,  322  North  7th  Street,  Allen- 
town,  Pennsylvania. 

Walter  B.  Hatfield,  Arkansas  Al- 
pha, to  Florence  Mount,  Zeta  Tau 
Alpha.    At  home  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Clarence  F.  Evans,  Michigan  Al' 
pha,  to  Ellen  M.  Barber. 

Harold  C.  Brogan,  Michigan  Ah 
pha,  to  Laura  Taylor. 

Dean  O.  Smith,  Kansas  Beta,  to 
Frances  Monette  Littler.  At  home  in 
Siquirres,  Costa  Rica. 

Gray  LeVitt,  Kansas  Beta,  to  Verna 
Stone,  Delta  Delta  Delta.  At  home  in 
Salina,  Kansas. 

Homer  Berry,  Arkansas  Alpha,  to 
Euleen  Brown. 

Price  Dickson,  Arkansas  Alpha,  to 
Helen  Catlin. 


BIRTHS 


To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  C.  Mace 
(North  Carolina  Beta) ,  a  daughter. 

To  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  C.  Free' 
man   (Ohio  Epsilon),  a  daughter. 


To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Doyle  Miller 
(Oklahoma  Alpha),  a  son,  Kenton 
Doyle. 


Directory  of  Sigma  Phi  Epsilon  Fraternity 

Fraternity  Founded  1901,  Chartered  Under  the  Laws 
of  the  State  of  Virginia,   1902 


FOUNDERS: 

Carter  Ashton  Jenkins Goldsboro,  N.  C. 

♦Benjamin  Donald  Gaw Stuarts  Draft,  Va. 

William  Hugh  Carter Chase  City.  Va. 

William  Andrew  Wallace Stuarts  Draft,  Va. 

Thomas  Temple  Wright Ruther  Glen,  Va. 

William  Lazell  Phillips Newark,  N.  J. 

FOUNDERS'  DAY,  NOVEMBER  1st 

GRAND  CHAPTER  OFFICERS 

Oscar  E.  Draper Grand  President 

5 506 'Sixteenth  Ave.  N.  E.,  Seattle,  Wash. 

Clifford  B.  Scott Grand  Vice  President 

O'Neill,  Nebr. 

William  L.  Phillips Grand   Secretary 

518  W.  Frankhn  St.,  Richmond,  Va. 

Frank  G.  Louthan Grand  Treasurer 

401  American  National  Bank  Bldg.,  Richmond,  Va. 

Paul  G.  Koo.vtz Grand  Historian 

501   Lathrop   Bldg.,   Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Charles  L.  Yancey Grand  Guard 

410  Security  Nat.  Bank  Bldg.,  Tulsa,  Okla. 

William  M.  Francis Grand  Marshal 

3150  DuPont  Bldg.,  Wilmington,  Del. 

John  J.   Craig Grand  Marshal 

Mines   Experiment   Station,   University   of  Minnesota,   Minneapolis,   Minn. 

TRUSTEES  OF  ENDOWMENT  FUND 

Edwin  Buchanan  Ohio  National  Bank,  Columbus.  Ohio 

Oscar  E.  Draper ...5506  Sixteenth  Ave.  N.  E.,  Seattle,  Wash. 

A.  C.  Wahl 4306  Center  St.,  Des  Moines,  la. 

Perry  C.  Euchner Livingston  Co.  Trust  Co.,  Genesco,  N.  Y. 

William  L.  Phillips 518  W.  Franklin  St.,  Richmond,  Va. 

TRUSTEES  NATIONAL  HEADQUARTERS  CORPORATION 

Oscar  E.   Draper _ 5506   Sixteenth   Ave.   N.   E.,   Seattle,   Wash. 

Morgan  R.  Mills,  Jr State  y  City  Bank  Bldg.,  Richmond,  Va. 

Frank  G.  Louthan ....401  American  Nat.  Bank  Bldg.,  Richmond,  Va. 

William  L.  Phillips 518  W.  Franklin  St.,  Richmond,  Va. 

William  A.  Hanley c/o  Eli  Lilly  Co.,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

Charles  L.  Yancey  William  L.  Phillips  Clifford  B.  Scott 

Paul  G.  Koontz  Oscar  E.  Draper  John  J.  Craig 

Wm.  M.  Francis 

SCHOLARSHIP  COMMITTEE 

U.  G.  Dubach Oregon  Agricultural  College,   Corvallis,   Ore. 

O.  E.  Draper 5506  16th  St.  N.  E..  Seattle.  Wash. 

Charles  W.  McKenzie .'. Washington  University,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Albert  P.   Dippold,   Advisory  Architect  Robert  Y.  Edwards,  Auditor 

3948    Cottage    Grove    Ave.,    Chicago,    111.  518   W.   Franklin   St.,   Richmond,  Va. 

*  Deceased. 
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DIRECTORY  OF  ACTIVE  CHAPTERS 

Note — Chapters  will  please  notify  Central  Office  when  a  change  is 
made  in  address,  officers  or  time  of  meeting 


Virginia   Alpha,    District    3 — University 

of  Richmond,  Thomas  Hall,  Section  D. 
P.  O.  Box  153,  Richmond  College,  Va. 
Monday  evening. 
Nevitt   Sanford,    President. 

West  Virginia  Beta,   District   2 — West 
Virginia  University,   200  Wil.son  Ave., 
Morgantown,  W.  Va. 
Tuesday  evening. 

Frederick  J.  Meyers,  President. 

Illinois  Alpha,  District  A — University  of 
Illinois,  1105  S.  4th  St.,  Champaign,  111. 
Monday  evening. 
T.  C.  Peffer,   President. 

Colorado  Alpha,  District  8 — University 
of  Colorado,   1550  Broadway,  Boulder, 
Colo. 
Monday  evening. 

Arthur  E.  Clune,  President. 

Pennsylvania   Delta,    District   2 — Uni' 
versity    of    Pennsylvania,    3909    Spruce 
St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Tuesday  evening. 
E.  Mahlon  Corson,  President. 

Virginia   Delta,   District   3 — College   of 
William  and  Mary,  Williamsbury,  Va., 
221  Richmond  Road. 
10  p.  m.  Tuesday. 

Yelverton  O.  Kent,  President. 

North  Carolina  Beta,  District  3 — 
North     Carolina     State     College,    West 

Raleigh.  N.  C.     Box   5703. 

D.  H.  Hutchinson,  President. 

Ohio  Alpha,  District  A — Ohio  Northern 
University,  821  South  Gilbert  St.,  Ada, 
Ohio. 

Monday   evening. 
Donald   H.   Ford,   President. 

Indiana  Alpha,  District  A — Purdue  Uni- 
versity,   690    Waldron    St.,    West    La- 
fayette, Ind. 
Monday  evening. 

E.  H.   Niederauer,   President. 

New  York  Alpha,  District  2 — Syracuse 
University,  310  Walnut  Place,  Syracuse, 
N.  Y. 

Monday  evening. 
H.  F.  Grunert,  President. 

Virginia  Epsilon,   District   3 — Washing- 
ton    and     Lee    University,     503     South 
Jackson  Avenue,  Lexington,  Va. 
Wednesday   evening. 
C.  W.  Hamilton,  President. 


Virginia     Zeta,     District     3 — Randolph- 
Macon    College,    Ashland,    Va.     P.    O 
Box   566. 
Tuesday  evening. 
J.  Robert  Massie. 

Georgia     Alpha,     District     5 — Georgia 

School  of  Tech.,  782  W.  Peachtree  St., 

N.   W.,   Atlanta,   Georgia. 

Friday  evening. 

John  H.   Pritchard,   President. 

Delaware    Alpha,    District    2 — Univer- 
sity of  Delaware,  Newark,  Del.    Box  B. 
Wednesday   evening. 
John  I.  Hoffecker,  President. 

Virginia   Eta,    District    3 — University  of 
Virginia,  Madison  Lane,  Charlottesville, 

Va.       Sigma     Phi     Epsilon     Fraternity 
House. 

Sunday  afternoon. 
J.   D.   Stockwell,   President. 
Arkansas  Alpha,  District  7 — University 
of    Arkansas,     124    N.     College    Ave.. 
Fayetteville,   Ark. 
Monday   evening. 
Denton   Brewer,   President. 

Pennsylvania     Epsilon,     District     2 — 
Lehigh  University,  61  West  Market  St., 
Bethlehem,   Pa. 
Tuesday   evening. 
T.   M.   Brennan,    President. 

Ohio    Gamma,    District    4 — Ohio    Sute 
University,     154     E.     Woodruff     Ave., 
Columbus,   Ohio. 
Monday  evening. 
Allen  Parker,  President. 

Vermont    Alpha,    District    1 — Norwich 
University,    35    Central   St.,   Northfield, 
Vermont. 
Sunday  afternoon. 
Arnold  T.  Wiggin,  President. 

Alabama    Alpha,    District    5 — Alabama 
Polytechnic     Institute,     Auburn,     Ala. 
P.  O.  Box  2295. 
Sunday  afternoon. 
S.   S.   Stewart,   President. 

North   Carolina   Gamma,   District   3 — 

Duke    University,    Box    217,    Durham, 

N.  C. 

Fletcher  Nelson,  President. 

New   Hampshire    Alpha.    District    1 — 
Dartmouth    College,    Hanover,    N.    H., 
37  N.  Main  St. 
Wednesday   evening. 
Frederick  G.  Poeter,  President. 
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District  of  Columbia  Alpha,  District  3 
— George  Washington  University,  1810 
Connecticut    Ave.,    Washington,    D.    C. 
Wednesday  evening. 
James  F.  Healy,  President. 

Kansas    Alpha,    District    7 — Baker    Uni- 
versity, Box  318,  Baldwin,  Kans. 
Thursday  evening. 
Ralph  Wilkinson,  President. 

Californl\  Alpha.  District  10 — Univer- 
sity   of   California,    2728    Durant   Ave., 
Berkeley.  Calif. 
Monday  evening. 
O.   O.   Davis,   President. 

Nebraska  Alpha,  District  6 — University 
of  Nebraska,  1724  F  St.,  Lincoln,  Ncbr. 
Monday  evening. 
Theodore  L.  James,  President. 

Washington  Alpha.  District  9 — Wash- 
ington State  College,  506  Colorado  St., 
Pullman,  Wash. 

Monday  evening. 

Elmer   M.    Leaf,    President. 

Massachusetts  Alpha,  District  1 — M. 
A.  C,  88  Pleasant  St.,  Amherst,  Mass. 
Monday  evening. 

Kenneth  W.  Perry,  President. 

New    York     Beta,    District    2 — Cornell 
University,  112  Edgemoor  Lane,  Ithaca, 
N.  Y. 
Sunday  evening. 

Franklin  Knight  Anderson,  President. 

Michigan  Alpha,  District  2 — University 
of    Michigan,    1805    Washtenaw    Ave., 
Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 
Monday  evening. 

Howard   Storen,   President. 

Iowa  Alpha.  District  6 — Iowa  Wesleyan 
College,  301  N.  Jefferson  St.,  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant,  Iowa. 
Tuesday  evening. 

Clinton  Wood,  President. 

Colorado  Beta,  District  8 — Denver  Uni- 
versity,   1939    E.    Evans   Ave.,    Denver. 
Colo. 
Monday  evening. 

Eugene  C.  Dieteman,   President. 

Tennessee   Alpha,    District    5 — Univer- 
sity   of   Tennessee,    1515    W.    Cumber- 
land St.,  Knoxville,  Tennessee. 
Monday  evening. 
George  Johnson,   President. 

Missouri  Alpha,   District  7 — University 

of   Missouri,    509   Kentucky   Boulevard, 

Columbia,  Mo. 

Monday  evening. 

Vernon   Roberts,   President. 


Wisconsin  Alpha.  District  6 — Lawrence 

College,    618    E.    College   Ave.,    Apple- 
ton,  Wis. 
Monday  evening. 
F.  W.  Schauer,  President. 

Pennsylvania  Eta.  District  2 — Pennsyl- 
vania State  College,  Locust  Lane,  State 
College,   Pa. 
Monday   evening. 
E.  D.  Blair,  President. 

Ohio    Epsilon,    District    A — Ohio    Wes- 
leyan University,   133   No.  Washington 
St.,   Delaware,   Ohio. 
Monday  evening. 
Francis  H.  Lang,  President. 

Colorado   Gamma.   District   8 — Colorado 
Agricultural  College,  Ft.  Collins,  Colo., 
402  Remington. 
Thursday  evening. 
Ray  French,  President. 

Minnesota   Alpha,    District   6 — Univer- 
sity of  Minnesota,  1617  University  Ave. 
S.  E.,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 
Monday  evening. 
John  Hill,  President. 

loWA   Beta.   District   6 — Iowa   State   Col- 
lege, 407  Welch  Ave.,  Ames,  Iowa. 
Monday  evening. 
H.  L.   Bindeman,  President. 

Iowa  Gamma,  District  6 — University  of 
Iowa,  427  N.  Dubuque  St.,  Iowa  City, 
Iowa. 

Monday  evening. 
Ellsworth    C.    Torgerson,    President. 

Montana  Alpha.  District  9 — University 
of  Montana,  829  Gerald,  Missoula, 
Mont. 

Second   and    Fourth   Tuesday   evenings. 
John  Alley,  President. 

Oregon  Alpha,  District  9 — Oregon  Stote 
Agricultural  College,  Corvallis,  Oregon. 
26th  and  Van  Buren. 
Monday  evening. 

Donald  H.  Ford,  President. 

Kansas    Beta.    District    7 — Kansas    Agri- 
cult\iral  College,  221  N.  Delaware,  Man- 
hattan,  Kans. 
Wednesday   evening. 
A.  L.  Hammond,  President. 

Oklahoma     Alpha,     District  7 — Okla- 
homa   A.    and    M.    College,  Stillwater, 
Okla.,  311  Hester  St. 
Dale   Eddleman,    President. 

Wisconsin   Beta,    District   6 — University 
of     Wisconisin,     Madison,     Wis.,      146 
Langdon  St. 
Orval  D.  Bast,  President. 
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North    Carolina   Delta.    District    3 — 
University  of  North  Carolina.     Chapel 

Hill,  North  Carolina,  Cameron  St. 

J.   Birney  Linn,   President. 
Washington   Beta,   District  9 — -Univef 

sity    of    Washington,     4504     Sixteenth 

Ave.,  N.  E..  Seattle,  Wash. 

Vernon  V.  Van   Leuven,   President. 
Colorado    Delta,    District    8 — Colorado 

School    of    Mines,    Box    248,    Golden, 

Colo. 

A.  Reamer  Patten,  President. 
Kansas  Gamma,  District  7 — University  of 

Kansas,    1145   Indiana  Ave.,   Lawrence, 

Kans. 

Harold  E.  Keller,  President. 
Florida    Alpha,    District    5 — University 

of  Florida,    1830  West  University  Ave. 

Gainesville,  Fla. 

R.  L.  Sample,  President. 
Vermont  Beta,   District   1 — Middlebury 

College,  8  Weybridge,  St.  Middlebury,  Vt 

Monday  Evening. 

C.   A.   Niles,   President. 


Pennsylvania  Theta,   District   2 — Car* 
negie    Institute    of    Technology,    4929 
Forbes    St.,   Pittsburgh,   Pa. 
D.   Hill,   President. 

Oregon  Beta,  District  9 — University  of 
Oregon,  1213  Hillyard,  Eugene,  Ore. 
Donald  Templeton,  President. 

Alabama  Beta,  District  5 — University  of 
Alabama,  21  Caplewood  Terrace,  Tusca- 
loosa,  Ala. 
Gordon  W.  Lindsay,  President. 

Mississippi    Alpha,    District    5 — Univer- 
sity  of  Mississippi,  P.  O.  Box  132,  Uni' 
versity.  Miss. 
Glen   T.   Gallaspy,   President. 

California  Beta,   District   10 —  Univer' 
sity    of    Southern    California,    2633    S. 
Hoover    St.,   Los   Angeles,    Calif. 
Rodney  F.   Williams,   President. 


ALUMNI  CHAPTERS 


Denver  Alumni  Chapter,  Jay  E.  Shied- 

ler,  Secretary,  628  First  National  Bank 

Building,  Denver,  Colo. 
Twin  City  Alumni  Chapter,  Harold  A. 

Wright,     Secretary,     926    Metropolitan 

Bldg.,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 
Spokane  Alumni  Chapter,  Matthew  F. 

Murphy,  Secretary,  Care  W.  W.  P.  Co., 

Spokane,    Wash. 
Richmond  Alumni  Chapter,  J.  E.  Zol- 
linger, 518  W.  Franklin  St.,  Richmond, 

Va. 
Tidewater    Alumni    Chapter,    R.    H. 

Dixon,    SecrcUry,     1324    W.    Graydon 

Ave.,  Norfolk,  Va. 
New    York    Alumni    Chapter,     Starr 

Keith,   Secretary,   200  Hudson   St.,   c/o 

Linen    Thread    Co.,    New    York    City, 
Chicago  Alumni  Chapter,   R.  J.   Fer- 

guson.   Secretary,   79    W.   Monroe   St., 

Room  1205,  Chicago,  111. 
Aksarben    Alumni    Chapter,    W.    J. 

Krug,    Secretary,     544    Electric     Bldg., 

Omaha,   Nebr. 
Milwaukee    Alumni    Chapter,    H.    G. 

Abendroth,    Secretary,     741     53rd     St., 

Milwaukee,   Wis. 
Indianapolis  Alumni  Chapter,   H.   F. 

Hcdderich,  Secretary,  425  N.  Noble  St., 

Indianapolis,   Ind. 
Kansas   City   Alumni   Chapter,    Frank 

N.    Phelps,    Jr.,    Secretary,    3013    Balti- 
more Ave-,  Kansas  City,  Mo* 


Detroit  Alumni  Chapter,  E.  T.  Phen- 

ey.   Secretary,   206  '7   Hammond  Bldg., 

Detroit,  Mich. 
Cleveland  Alumni  Chapter,  D.  Haydn 

Parry,   Secretary,   Room   9,   New   Court 

House,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
Atlanta  Alumni   Chapter,   Jamc»  T. 

Whitner,  Secretary,  108  5th  St.  N.  W., 

Atlanta,  Ga. 
Pittsburgh     Alumni     Chapter,     Paul 

Hansell,     Secretary,     206    Biddle    Ave., 

Wilkinsburg,    Pa. 
Des  Moines   Alumni   Chapter,   R.  M. 

Klingaman,    Secretary,    1322    24th    St., 

Des  Moines,  Iowa. 
Puget  Sound  Alumni  Chapter,  How- 

ard    O.    Lisle,    Secretary,    329    Eastlake 

Ave.,  Seattle,  Wash. 
Philadelphia  Alumni  Chapter,  T.  I. 

Rankin,  1709  Arch  St.,  Philadelphia  Pa. 
Miami  Alumni  Chapter,  Reeves  Bowen, 

Secretary,   1229  S.  W.  4th  St.,  Miami, 

Fla. 
Saint    Louis    Alumni    Chapter,    Chas. 

W.  McKenzie,  Secretary,  5710  Clemens 

Ave.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Birmingham  Alumni  Chapter,   C.  W. 

Foppert,  Secretary,  210  North  21st  St., 

Birmingham,  Alabama. 
Los  Angeles  Alumni  Chapter,  K.  E. 

VanScoy,  Secretary,  410  Douglas  Build- 
ing, Los  Angeles,  Calif. 
Portland  Alumni  Chapter,  Richard  H. 

Adams.  1926  Scott  St.,  Malwaukie.  Ore. 
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ALUMNI  ASSOCIATIONS 


Alabama  Alumni  Association,  H.  J. 
Porter,  Jr.,  Care  Porter  Qothing  Co., 
Birmirigham,  Ala. 

Delaware  State  Alumni  Association. 
W.  O.  Sypherd,  Newark,  Delaware. 

YouNGSTOWN  Alumni  Association.  L. 
H.  Gardener,  Y.  M.  C.  A..  Youngs- 
town,  Ohoi. 

District  of  CoLUMBL^  Alumni  Asso- 
ciation, C.  P.  Coe,  Secretary  and 
Treasurer,  Care  U.  S.  Patent  Office. 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Western  Colorado  Alumni  Associa- 
tion. G.  R.  Chaffee,  Secretary,  Grand 
Junction,  Colo. 

Memphis  Alumni  Assooation,  John  W. 
Wilson,  Baltimore  Bldg.,  Memphis, 
Tenn. 


Lincoln  Alumni  Association.  R.  L. 
Thicsen,  First  National  Bank  Bldg., 
Lincoln,  Nebr. 

Boston  Alumni  Association.  Lawrence 
E.  Eaton,  73  May  St.,  Ncedham,  Mass. 

Falls  Cities  Alumni  Association.  Theo. 
R.  Stauf,  335  Eastern  Parkway,  Louis- 
ville,  Ky. 

Middle  Tennessee  Alumni  Associa- 
tion, E.  H.  Quails,  c/o  Railroad-  tf 
Public  Utilities  Commission,  Nashville, 
Tenn. 

San  Francisco  Alumni  Association, 
Rodney  E.  Surryhine,  Secretary,  645 
Leavenworth   St.,   San   Francisco,   Calif. 

Baltimore  Alumni  Association,  Charles 
E.  Mitchell,  3911  Chatham  Road,  Bal- 
timore,  Md. 


CHAPTERS  BY  DISTRICTS 


District  No.  1 — Vermont  Alpha,  Ver- 
mont Beta,  New  Hampshire  Alpha, 
Massachusetts  Alpha. 

District  No.  2 — Delaware  Alpha,  West 
Virginia  Beta,  Pennsylvania  Delta, 
Pennsylvania  Eto.  Pennsylvania  Epsilon, 
Pennsylvania  Theta,  New  York  Alpha, 
New  York   Beta,  Michigan   Alpha. 

District  No.  3 — District  of  Columbia 
Alpha,  Virginia  Alpha,  Virginia  Delta, 
Virginia  Epsilon,  Virginia  Zeta,  Vir- 
ginia Eta,  North  Carolina  Beta,  North 
Carolina  Gamma,  North  Carolina  Delta. 

District  No.  A — Ohio  Alpha,  Ohio  Ep- 
silon, Ohio  Gamma,  Indiana  Alpha, 
Illinois  Alpha. 

District  No.  5 — Georgia  Alpha,  Ala- 
bama Alpha,  Tennessee  Alpha,  Florida 

Alpha,  Alabama  Beta,  Mississippi  Alpha. 


District  No.  6 — Iowa  Alpha,  Iowa  Bete, 
Iowa  Gamma,  Minnesota  Alpha,  Wis- 
consin Alpha,  Wisconsin  Beta,  Nebras- 
ka Alpha. 

District  No.  7 — Kansas  Alpha,  Kansas 
Beta,  Kansas  Gamma,  Missouri  Alpha, 
Arkansas   Alpha,   Oklahoma  Alpha. 

District  No.  8 — Colorado  Alpha,  Colo- 
rado Beta,  Colorado  Gamma,  Colorado 
Delta. 

District  No.  9 — Washington  Alpha, 
Washington  Beta,  Montana  Alpha,  Ore- 
gon   Alpha,    Oregon    Beta. 

District  No.  10 — California  Alpha, 
California  Beta. 


BADGES 

skillfully   wrought   in   14k   gold,   jeweled   with   pearls   or 

other  precious  stones,  distinguish  the  fraternity  men — 

truly  the  badge  is  a  beautiful  sentiment,  beautifully 

expressed.  : :  : :  : :  : : 

GUARD  PINS 

attractively  jeweled  to  match  your  badge  identi- 
fies you  with   your   chapter,  and   makes   your 
badge  doubly  safe  : :  : :  : : 

PARTY    FAVORS 

"put  the  party  over,"  whether  they  be 
clever  novelties,  adorable  compacts  or 
bracelets,  or  useful  art  metal.  : : 

PROGRAMS 

of  smart  leather,  or  gaily  colored 

celluloid  of  fancy  papers  lend 

charm   to   your   party. 


RINGS 

next  to  badges  are  the 

most  popular  frater- 

nity symbols.        : : 

GIFTS 

for  all  occasions. 

— gaaduation, 

weddings 

—birth- 

Please    advise 

if 

day.        : : 

your    chapter 

is 

All  can  be 

The    1928    edition 

not    receiving 

its 

most  ad- 

of   The   Book   for 

copy     of     Frater- 

vantage- 

Modern  Greeks  is 

nity     Life.      Sent 

ously  se- 

off     the     press. 

free  to  'all  frai 

'er- 

cure  d 

Write     for     your 
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from 
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newest  style  dies,  and  are  hand  made.  Jewels  used  are 
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tractive and  especially  suitable  for  Gift  purposes  or  for 
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